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Yasunari Tsushin No.60 2021/03/09
Amidst the COVID-19 Related Crisis - For the Regional and Global Communities, and Future

Generations

Transition of COVID-19 in the world and Japan
Plum blossoms and early-blooming Sakura can be seen around the quiet Chikyu-ken neighborhood,

and it reminds us that spring is just around the corner. It has been almost a year since we started
to stay home by teleworking to prevent the spread of the novel coronavirus infection (COVID-19).

The global COVID-19 pandemic has literally spread all over the world, and as of March 8, the
number of infected people has reached about 117 million and the number of deaths has reached
about 2.6 million. In the past year, the number of infected people has increased 100-fold and the
number of deaths has increased 50-fold. In Japan, the disease has spread mainly in Tokyo and other
large urban areas, with 440,000 people infected and 8,300 people dead. The number of infected
people is about 100 times higher and the number of deaths is about 30 times higher than they were
about a year ago. The state of emergency declared for the second time since the beginning of this
year was lifted at the end of February in the Kansai area, but it still continues in the Tokyo
metropolitan area for another two weeks or so. Figure 1 shows the changes in the number of infected
people nationwide and in Kyoto Prefecture from February last year to today. The figure clearly shows
that the first, second, and third waves, and the range of the waves themselves are getting larger and
larger and the COVID-19 related crisis seems to be gaining momentum, not waning.

Transition of the COVID-19 related crisis - Where has the initial sense of urgency gone?

Remember the situation in April last year, when seven prefectures declared a state of emergency
and the declaration was extended nationwide. As shown in Yasunari Tsushin No.55 (May 28, 2020)
with the data, Kyoto was on the brink of exceeding 10 cases per day and there were few people out
in the downtown of the Kiyamachi street and the Ponto-cho areas during the declaration period. The
strong request from Kyoto Prefecture and Kyoto City to refrain from going out and engaging in
commercial activities was also effective, and as a result, the number of infected people finally

dropped to near zero around the middle of May.

However, when the third wave peaked in January this year, the number of infected people hovered
around 5,000 nationwide every day, and the number in Kyoto Prefecture also hovered between 100
to 120. In Kyoto, where the state of emergency has been lifted, the number has decreased, but still
around 10 people get infected every day, which is actually almost the same as the peak value of the

first wave. Although the number of infected people has increased tenfold compared to the first wave,



there is no sense of urgency we felt at that time in down-town of the city. There are not so many
people out in the street due to almost no foreign tourists, but the city is not a ghost town as was
during the first wave. On the contrary, I believe that the GOTO Travel project promoted by the
government since October, when the second wave had just subsided, has boosted the movement of
people, use of restaurants, and events that bring people together, and has led to the creation of the
third major wave. As a countermeasure to the COVID-19 related crisis, rather than the GOTO
projects, more support should be given to the many stores and businesses that were forced to reduce
their operations or close their businesses due to the emergency. What we first need in order to
overcome the COVID-19 related crisis and create a better "new normal" is to keep up a sense of
urgency and imagination for the current crisis, which are the senses that the politicians should

possess in the first place, and so should we, the researchers.

For the sake of the regional and the global communities, and future generations

In the midst of the COVID-19 related crisis, the time has come for me to retire from Director-General
of RTHN. The past eight years have been both long and short for me. The COVID-19 related crisis,
as well as climate change, biodiversity, and water and food issues, is a global challenge as part of
global health issue that must be overcome for the survival of the human race. Dealing with these
global environmental problems and natural disasters must be done through collaboration and co-
creation between researchers and various stakeholders of society. What we need to do, then, is to
have a perspective that spans the globe from the regions around us, and to value the perspective not
just of those of us living in the present but of those who will be responsible for the community and
the earth in the future, that is, future generations. I could learn this through discussions and debates
with colleagues and staffs who share the same aspirations at RIHN. I keenly feel that RIHN is one

of the few research institutes in Japan, or even in the world, that is sincerely addressing these issues.

Finally, on the occasion of my retirement, I would like to express my deepest gratitude to all the staff

members who have supported me in my heavy duties as Director-General for the past eight years.
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Figure 1:
(upper) transition of number of infectious people in the whole of Japan

(lower) the same but for Kyoto Prefecture
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