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	Norio YAMAMURA

	General advices and comments of PEC:

The project is seen to have adopted advices given last year and has made a good progress.  It has, however, still some aspects to adopt especially in the field of modeling.  Some concrete suggestions are given below:  

The Project Evaluation Committee members made the following comments:
［１］

For the purposes of developing a useful model, it is very important to carry out relevant fieldwork at the “medium-scale” level in addition to the very sophisticated “ecological” fieldwork at the “small-scale” level. How can the information obtained from the “medium-scale” fieldwork be combined into the model? 

［２］

Interaction between the field surveys and the modeling has become clearer, compared with the proposal last year. The most important point is to consider how to parameterize various kinds of data (especially social, cultural and economic).

［３］

In developing models, the following questions seem to be important: 

 1) How can one assimilate satellite data into the models?

 2) How can one incorporate interactions into the models?

 3) How can one link socio-economic with environmental models?

Models can also be scenario-driven. I look forward to the model simulation results. They will be stimulating. 

［４］

I am glad to see the involvement of more observational researches.  What kinds of ecosystem change do you wish to study in the coming years?

［５］

This project will clarify the mechanisms involved in the collapse and deterioration of ecosystems as a result of human activity. The modeling of ecosystem networks appear to me to be well informed, but this is not an area of my expertise. Nevertheless, the significance of this project is easy to comprehend. My only concern is that some of the observations are relatively self evident, for instance that modern patterns of human resource exploitation are damaging to environments. How do we restore the ecological networks of the past in reality, given the current and increasing world demand for resources? It is hard to imagine that equatorial rainforest could ever spread again in Sarawak, so the restored ecological networks will have to develop in a landscape of increasing human population, oil palm and rubber plantations, and other cash crops. Can this be done?

［６］

Two important areas and topics, but complex. It would be useful in the end if there are some policy options or testable hypotheses. 

［７］

I recommend approval as a full project. The concept of an “ecosystem network” needs more explanation in order to distinguish it from concept of an “ecosystem research network”, which is a network that comprises a set of ecological research sites located in different ecosystems. These concepts are different.

［８］

No comment, except to say this seems like an exercise in modeling. 




Chairman   Atsumu OHMURA
                                        Signature                  

                                        Members (as attached)
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