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Abstract 

The great majority of Japanese rivers have been canalised, dammed and re-routed or otherwise 
'domesticated'.  The anthropologist Veronica Strang has studied the ways in which 'water' and 'rivers' 
are culturally constructed and given meaning by societies around the world.  In this presentation I 
will consider how riverine landscapes are 'managed' in the 21st century, and look back at how meaning 
may have been given to these critical components of landscape in historic times ('modernisation') and 
prehistory ('neolithic').  Two comparative case studies will be presented.  The first is the Shinano 
River in central Honshu (which is close to the area studied by the Hokuriku Working Group).  I 
analyse the contents of the journal 'Shinano' to assess the perception of this, the longest river in Japan.  
The second is drawn from the study area of the European Working Group, the River Ouse in the east 
of England.  Here I look at the work of the Fenland Survey and the study of the inundated landscapes 
of the North Sea, into which the Ouse debouches.    Both rivers and their catchments are expected to 
undergo very significant changes as a result of climate change, and I will conclude by considering the 
impact that riverine landscape management strategies in the UK and Japan may have on landscape 
diversity. 
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