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The Coastal Indus Looks West

Fortified coastal settlements suggest that the Indus Civilization, once considered
an insular society, shipped goods to the east

DHOLAVIRA, INDIA—Most of the year, this  lis during the height of the Indus River, or
small island near the Pakistan border is sur-  Harappan, civilization.

rounded by thick salt flats in the estuary And yet Dholavira is hundreds of kilome-
called the Rann of Kutch. In late January, the  ters from the cities long considered the heart
midday heat is already intense, and the land  of the Indus River Valley civilization, Harappa
is brown and barren. Yet more than 4000  and Mohenjo Daro, which lie far upstream on
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years ago, architects and engineers designed  the Indus River in modern-day Pakistan. But  Indus passports? Kanmer's odd-shaped pendants
a vast city here with high stone battlements, ~recent digs and surveys in India’s western-  may have been related to trade and travel.

deep wells, huge water basins, and wide most province of Gujarat show that sites like

ATV 5520105 28 H
From SCIENCE 328:1100 (2010) Reprinted with permission from AAAS
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