A Guide to the Facilities

Our concept is that the root of global environmental problems lies in human
‘culture’ in the widest meaning of the word; and that solutions can be found through a
culture of improved communications. RIHN aims to elucidate the complex and varied
relationships linking humanity and nature. We are trying to synthesize new approaches
beyond the formal disciplines of the natural sciences, social sciences and humanities. This
requires communication and discussion among researchers. The RIHN campus is
designed to provide an environment for that purpose.

Research rooms on the RIHN campus are designed to provide a sense of openness.
The design concept is to allow projects implemented to be loosely interconnected as they
occur in one large curved space 150 m in overall length. The facilities will help external
researchers as well as RIHN research stall to meet one another, since they are designed
with the maximization of shared use in mind. In other words, this particular layout
enables joint research while maintaining the independence of individual projects. Al the
center of the main building, a library and computer room are located for the convenience
of many users, and three common rooms are provided for casual discussions. On the
basement floor, a cluster of fully functional laboratories has been designed with emphasis
on convenience for shared use, as with the research rooms.

The separate RIHN House is a guesthouse. The assembly hall and a dining lounge
located to the left of the house entrance serve as meeting spaces for the RIHN staff as well
as for guests.

Appropriately for an institution researching the global environment, RIHN is housed
in a tile-roofed building that fits in with the Kyoto landscape, where as many as possible of
the trees already on the site have been retained. Lighting and air-conditioning also employ
the latest designs to minimize the building's impact on the environment. The design has
won acclaim, receiving awards from the Illumination Engineering Institute of Japan, the
Japan Institute of Architects, the Green Building Award from MIPIM Asia, and the
Architectural Institute of Japan.

| RIHN Main Building

The exterior blends perfectly with the landscape.

1 Project Room

A row of five spaces can each accommodate three projects.
There are skylights in the ceiling, designed to make the most of
natural light.
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“Hangne” Pafpveraon Roare 3 Entrance Hall and Exhibition Hall
! Exhibitions are held to provide information about
Library Stacks o | RIHM activities and completed research
& BF (T Ther} e 4 Patio (Wooden Deck and Garden)
i oo | The patio com, the Water Garden, the Garden
a l = he Caovered with Fallen Leaves, and the Wooden
\ - 11 =4 ... Dreck and Garden to create a space in which

humans, buildings, and nature are in harmony.
Research rooms, project roems, and the computer
room are arranged on both sides of the patio,

5 Detached Room “Hanare™

1l’.,a;:mne‘.ﬂ}stjprle comman room that ficats on the

| & Experimental Laboratories

; The laboratories are designed for the perfor-
¥ mance of various advanced experiments and are
baing furnished with equipment such as a state-of-
the-art mass spectrometer (see photo) o sup-
port research projects.
7 Assembly Hall, RIHN House
Wisiting resea rehers can stay in the RIHM House
from a few days 1o an extended period of time.
TR > The house has communal spaces to nurture
— | friendship bevween guests and RIHM staff.

Experimental Laboraories
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0 History

Organization

1995 April ® The Japan Science Council, Ministry of Education, Science, Sports and Culture, makes a pro-
posal “On the Promotion of Global Environmental Studies.”
“lIt is necessary to examine the establishiment of a core research institute to promete inte-
grated colliborative research aimed at solving global envirenmental problems.”

July ® A committee is established to consider what form the proposed institute should take.
1997  March ® The committes's report is published.

June ® The Ministerial Council for Global Envirenmental Conservation agrees “Provisional Measures
for Global Environmental Conservation,”
“The Council will investigate the development of a research organization for global environ-
mental studies, such that researchers from a wide range of specializations can conduct inte-
grated research inte global envirenmental problems.”

1998 April ® Preparatory work begins for establishment of a Research Institute for Global Environmental
Studies (provisional title)

2000  March ®The preparatory committee proposes the establishment of a Research Instioute for Humanity
and Mature (provisional title) to promote integrated research projects incorporating the
humanities, social sciences and natural sciences through a network of universities and
research institutions at home and abroad.

April @A Committee to Examine Establishment of the Research Institute for Humanity and Mature
(provisional title) is established, together with an office and organization,

2001 February ® The committes to publishes its final report, “On the Concept of the Research Institute for
Humanity and Mature (provisional title).”

April ® Foundation of the Research Institute for Humanity and MNature.
RIHM begins its research activities on the campus of Kyoto University under the first direc-
tor-general, HIDAKA Toshitaka.

2002 April ® RIHN relocates to the buildings of the former Kasuga Primary Schoal.

2004 April ®With the corporatization of the inter-university research institutes, RIHN becomes a member
of the Maticnal Institutes for the Humanities (NIHLU).

2005 December @ Construction of the new facilities is completed.
2006 February ®RIHM relocates to the new facilities.

May @A ceremony is held to celebrate completion of the new facilities.
2007 April ® TACHIMOTO Marifumi is appeinted as the second director-general.

October @ The Research Prometion Center is reorganized as the Center for Coordination, Promotion
and Communication (CCPC).
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Category Bevaunt [Ten dmuudu
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Board of Advisors

' Board and Committees

B Deliberates on important matters relative to personnel, planning, administration and operation of the institute
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HIDAKA Toshitaka

~ Staff Members

B DIRECTOR-GENERAL TACHIMOTO Narifumi
B DEPUTY DIRECTOR-GENERAL AKIMICHI Tomoya
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ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE
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RESEARCH DEPARTMENT

B Program Directors
AKIMICHI Tomoya
HAYASAKA Tadahiro
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