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Y>FI To me? Sorry, I didn't
understand that. I think the important
thing is that I am not really an
anthropologist. My wife is a real
anthropologist and she introduced me
to anthropology and to working in
different context with different people.
So, I am going to try to give you an
impression that is partly mine, partly
hers of what we experienced over the
last few days.

I want to start with a remark that
I think is important for your future.
I think what is very striking is the
sense of community that you have.

Community, collaboration, helping
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each other, those are the important
things that you need to cultivate and
to foster if you are going to get your
own sense of your own future. And
we saw that everywhere. All of our
colleagues helped us understand how
different people collaborated. And
we also saw, and I think that was
really, really interesting, the contrast
between the urban part of this region
and the rural part of this region. And
we are very impressed with the fact
that both the rural islands are actually
very strong communities. Everybody
knows everybody. Everybody has
respect for everybody. Whereas the
urban situation in the capital here was
not so strong in that respect. There,
people have been used to a different
way of life in which the community is
not so important and the individual
is more important. And so, I think
one of the really precious things you
have in the islands here is that sense
of community that keeps you strong.
That keeps you resilient. So that’ s
one element.

Another element that struck us
is the importance of history here
in both the outside islands. We saw
lots of sanctuaries. We saw lots of

burial places. We heard lots of stories
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about trees, about all kinds of rocks
and things like that. One of the real
problems in the western world is that
we don’ t think too much anymore
about history. And it is history that has
the richness on which the community
actually depends. Because through
history, little by little, things may
have changed, but a lot of the values
that are behind the communities are
actually historical values. And so, the
importance of history is another thing
that struck us over the last few days.
Now you have also, clearly, lots of
transition because your islands are
under the pressure of the Japanese
government, the American bases
and all kinds of modern things. My
personal opinion, and I hope that I
share that with my wife, is also that
those pressures, government pressures
and pressures like that are maybe
in some ways good, but in one very
important way, I think they are not
so good. And that is that they force
society to think more and more about
finance. About money. About the
material things. And in that process,
in our thinking, we lose a lot of the,
and now comes the difficult word,
dimensions, but these other aspects,

the other sides of what life is all about.



And that is what you see when you
look at Okinawa as a city, and you see
all these big buildings come up, and
all this stuff, these resorts and things
like that which are basically only
meant for a few people to make more
money. And I think that is something
that as a community you are not doing
so much on the outlying islands, and I
think that is very, very valuable.

I have to say that that also, for
me, is one of the real values of
Japanese culture because Japan has
been forced after the Second World
War to industrialize and to adopt
all kinds of modern, western ideas.
But underneath, your culture has
maintained a lot of the ancient values
that actually drove your society. And I
think those are absolutely fundamental
for your future. If you continue, and
anybody who continues on the sort
of strongly capitalist, financial sort of
motivation, will in the end impoverish
yourself and create problems for
yourself because that society can no
longer keep going. That society is
coming to an end. And we see that
in climate change. We see that in the
exhaustion of resources. We see that
also in the emphasis on everything

financial.
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So those are some of the
impressions. I have more impressions
and more stories, but I will, for the
moment, see this as an answer to
some extent to your first question,
what was our experience during this
trip. But before I stop, I want to
thank everybody who has been with
us. Everybody who has been helping
organize this particular meeting,
people in RIHN, people here, people
in the other islands. We found a very,
very pleasant atmosphere with very
helpful people. And that is something
quite extraordinary in this world. And
so, thank you very much all of you for
your contributions to the success of
our trip. I think it’ s over to somebody
else.
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v o The first thing, I
think, about the other islands is that
they’ re close by and which basically
means that the water in between is
a major way of communicating with
the islands. That means that there
is a possibility to create among the
different islands a wider community of
ideas, of conceptions about the future,
and that, I think, is a wonderful
opportunity because it reinforces
the opinion of individual people or
individual islands. So, I think that is
something that is very, very important.

Traditionally, in large parts of
the Pacific, and I had myself the
experience of that in the Philippines,

in the situation with islands like that
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it is the seas that are actually the way
people relate, and not the land so
much. So, I think that is an important
part of looking at all these islands
from this island or from any other
islands, that they’ re very close and
that it’ s easy to get there and the sea
is calm. And that means that you' ve
had lots of opportunities to actually
communicate and to talk. And that
means also, that you can innovate
because you can take ideas that you
see in other islands and actually bring
them into your own community. ( ft
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Y FI 1 think you’ re all right.
But I want to make a point about
this. In Miyako Island, what was for
us, for my wife and for myself, a
really fantastic new dimension was
all the sanctuaries. Is this better?
I hope so. OK, thank you. What I
wanted to say is that for both for
us, the overwhelming dimension of
Miyako Island was all the sanctuaries.
And the fact that everywhere there
are remains of a past when people
believed in different things than we
are now as western or not the western
people, that used to actually believe.
And so, what came out of that trip
was also sort of also a different sense
of landscape. A different sense of
landscape for people who are not the
standard agriculturalist, but people
who had a very different relationship
with nature. A much more intimate
relationship, a much more local
relationship, and a much closer
relationship. And I think that was for
us a really, really important experience.
So that is part of what I mean, and
what you just said, that people from a

different country bring a very different
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vision, a different perspective to an
island, and if you interact with them,
that means that you can also sort of
gain yourself a different perspective
on that island. (Z D@ Y TFh, T
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¥ ¥ F Jb Many things. I think
one thing is that his fishing was a
fishing to gain a livelinhood, but to
also respect the environment and to
respect the fishes and to respect the
ocean. He used a technology that
was actually adapted to that situation
and that did not over catch the fish.
Actually, a lot of this fishing was line
fishing or it was a difficult way of
deep-net fishing. But both were aimed
to provide enough fish for people to
live, but to also make sure that you

didn’ t exhaust the fish that was there.
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I think that was one important lesson.

The other important lesson was the
role of technology. He demonstrated
how at a certain point, not so long ago,
somebody invented a different way to
catch squid. And that suddenly gave
rise to a different part of exploiting the
ocean. And that gave rise to different
catches and different commerce and in
particular, sending a lot of those squid
once they’ ve been caught actually,
to the Japanese mainland. And so,
there is a link between the technology,
between the market, between the
society and between the ocean. And
one of the important things that his
impression and his talk expressed was
the importance of that link. That if
you get outside of that link, either by
ignoring several of those dimensions,
for example, if you catch too much
fish to make too much money and
don’ t watch the limits of the fish
itself, then you actually go wrong. And
so that was a very important lesson for
us to hear.

The same thing also came across in
our long discussion yesterday at the
museum because the people who are
running the museum have the same
attitude. They actually respect humans

as part of nature and they therefore
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have a different vision on what people
can do, how their values can evolve
and so on and so forth. And so that to
me is actually a really important part
of our experience over the last couple
of weeks, that you can never... the
ancient Greeks had a wonderful saying
and it was very simple. And it said,
“Never too much.” And that meant
that you could exploit things, but
you could never exploit them beyond
reason. And that is, I think, one of
the biggest problems of the modern
world because a lot of what we do is
to exploit beyond reason. And here on
the islands, I felt a culture that does
not do that, and I think that was a
really important contribution of this
culture, both to the resilience of the
community and the resilience of the
relationship between people and their
environment, but also to the wellbeing
of the world in a more general sense.
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Y7 OK. I was very impressed
when we talked to her, that what
she does is she tries to find the right
balance between too much and not
enough. When a fisherman catches a
lot, he thinks that maybe he doesn’ t
need a very high price for the fish.
When the fisherman doesn’ t catch
enough, his life is in danger or his
family’ s life is in danger. And then
she says, maybe that person has to get
a little bit more for that fish. So that
to me was a fascinating way of talking
about how her role as a mediator in
this fish market actually worked. And
so, I have lots of questions about
it, but one of the most immediate
guestions that springs to mind right
now is how does she judge that? What
are the values and the criteria that are
important for her in coming to those
decisions? (FA7z B BME L LFEL 72 &
. JERICHIRING o 7= D%, B
LTwaZlid, ROV TELAREOM
DY) N7 Vv A ROTF LS L LT



T4 =N KT TE—=70]

NELT I 2T DA EH—E )

LB B SE (=T

WhEWnS LT, MliNg o
7o & & BT AICIER ISR O ilikg T a4
Hhawhrd LnmwneFEx 3, Al
BN oz &, HOE
PHREDEEBERICET b INET,
ZLTHERIE, 326 ZDANIFZD
T LTHH DL BaThiEn
LRWEFEWET, TIrL, Zhik
fhick o T, Zofamigics g 2
HL L COWRDRENHERFIC LD X
IICHEREL TV A IOV TEET,
N IET LTz, TT b, ZHic
DWTEHLK DHEMRH Y £ T8, 57
CRIGIED SR b IEEH B o —>
Z. ko kricehz T 3
DhPLWVHITLTT, ZNODWEIC
BHCHzo T, FRICEL > THER
B P JEHE & 3T L & 5 2 )

M IR M AR B M R A T A,
IFEFICHLVERTOH Y T, 57
EIYRoTATVRERWN o T Bt
WHEZABRATTUINE D, YK,
AR T ITEBIE T2 £3, 724
ShbboT, PEHIA, £3. B
RECHMOB Y T B, LA,
il 2K 72 2 DT, FLATH FA
DEI, o T, HICHEIR, A
i EZGEIC, KRE AW CiEAl
FAfMifiE 2375 72 2 AJRETED B Y £ 37,
%, HEROBFTHIE, K& Ll

7~

24

BFz—vTTed, BTLEIAD
F x— i3, KEICFH CHEO YK
LWoOT, DiiE 3L 72, flHED
TA2 &w s BIRABIRESTITRE
TWET, 2Z T, Pz npic
B0, 2 LT S Bk e LT,
JEVL MR BE D iEA L < b it
WTWT, ENSHLWOHFTERSD 5
DY LD D EFRCHI 2 BED D Y
T3, Z2nCiE. b AHAL BRoifil,
R Aol Fena o= —
va v HREFICLECR S TET,
fcd e, 2AZ2ARMD~ 7 afinH
JioTL 2000, HHD B~ 7 v Ml
BRT2R5, 29 vozlEWzekic’
niE, dbot=rulELENBHIC
Hiwo~=rai3ks o encEET,

T, —F, HAROREDRILY .
alaz=r—vaviEtBuid, 4
CDOANLFEZ LT, LEELCADR
&L R AEDTIZEDOLAD VDL -
LeWnwEdoc, 2oHFOARERYR
T, RO LEZF->TEDhARE N
IWNHFEEZEZ TN T v,
72, bo lENEHFEHY T HLE, o
oL boohtY)cihn, £LT
ZNd, BHD—FD A A v DT
H5, HfoRE#EILEZICHEDHL
WHZERATTINED, HFEZE
S0, FAlR. HIWTEHEL R o T g
T, HAE AP C»ICd H T HNdh
mEwH Tk, T2, BRI RY



ICHIS I DR DK & i D3 Y
Ab, RIFVZDHBLYLT VIS
2, L THhIHELTTELLEH
2T, fokEEE X LTkbTT e
P BERORBHEWEEWLS, 25
Vo 5H b ERio TR b T L RFAIR
PIBIEEHE L LT o TH B DT, IEf#
DY ERAD, DL T AT,
Ja. faxEL AN, HOA» DL, HY PR
EHEWVIFEED LA T SIREN
—F VO TIEARVIREE T
KRS

mlE VLI TIET,

¥ ¥ 5 I So if I understand you
right, you have to be at any time
informed about the prices and the
quantities in the other markets. So,
do you every morning on the web
or by telephone communicate with
the market makers in those different
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H#FI Yeah, OK.
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¥ F I 1 think you should fight to
keep that situation. I think that means
that you need to politically engage
and make sure that these islands are
not overrun by the western-inspired
industrial way of living, which means
that you eat the local produce, that
you avoid a lot of manufactured foods
because they’ re not healthy at all,
actually, they’ re very dangerous.

But in a more general sense, I think
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my real lesson here is to point to
the danger of not doing this. The
danger of looking at television,
getting yourself sort of ideas from
the television that life can be better,
which in the end it isn’ t. It is only
more one-sided. It is only more
individualistic. If you lead that sort
of, let me call it, western lifestyle, you
effectively lose a lot of the sense of
community because you don’ t share
so many things anymore.

And so, for me, the real lesson
from these days is that there are
communities that are managing quite
well and that are not succumbing to
advertising, to all the fantasies of the
people who make the film, and that
actually stay thinking about real life
as it is. I think part of the western
ideology has been to corrupt people’ s
minds and to make people think
about things that are not possible,
and not think about what the reality
is of their life. And by doing that,
the people who adopt that attitude,
they ultimately transform the society
in a very destructive way. There are
colleagues of mine who basically
compare that to cancers. To physical
cancer that people can get because

the regulation of the cell is no longer
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realistic. And so, you get all kinds of
phenomena that are not really long-
term usable or sustainable.

And so, the lesson here is that I think
you have a very precious way of living
in these islands, and that trying to
change it by getting too many tourists,
I think is not a very good idea. I think,
if you want to get tourists, and I
understand why that is important, you
need to do it with many limitations
and many conditions. The biggest
problem that we see in many places
and we saw it in the central island
here, when our group went and lodged
for two nights in a resort, we were all
very unhappy because you couldn’ t
have a normal, pleasant lifestyle in
those resorts. If I use a very unpolite
term, the resort was basically created
for mass feeding, very cheap, lots of
people, and basically it meant that
there was no service. There was no
cooking. You had to do it all yourself.
And " m not against people doing it
themselves, but I am against trying to
create an organization that does that
for hundreds and hundreds of people
every night. And so, for me, that mass
tourism, I think is one of the big
dangers of the life on these islands.

And then, another aspect of all
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remark by saying something about

¥ F Jb 1 have to start that
my experience with education in
other places which is very often
very standardized because in many
countries education serves to create a
homogeneous society. What [ was very
impressed with here in our discussions
about education is that education is
much more locally based. That it s
managed by prefecture and so not
by the country as it is, for example,
in France. And so that is one aspect.
The other aspect that I heard and
you can tell me more about it because
I didn’ t hear much about it is that
it’ s actually possible for people in the
population here to contribute elements
of the curriculum that the students are

being taught. So that means that there
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is a more direct relationship between
local problems and local ideas and
the education that the children locally
actually get. And I think that is really,
really important.

But it goes further than that.
Education here, and I didn’ t know
this, but we talked a lot about the fact
that you have high schools that are
specialized, for example, in the arts,
agriculture, now I’ m doing something
to the microphone, I think. And I
think that also is a really interesting
idea. In most western countries, there
is nothing like that, and you have no
high schools that are specialized in
those kinds of topics. At the same
time, and we saw this last night
when we saw the performance in the
theater, we can also see how important
art is in awakening people and in
getting people to think differently.
And so, if you have high schools
that are completely dedicated to art
and that leaves students very free to
express themselves, you create a very
different and much more living culture
in an area. So, I think there, there are
strengths in your education system
here that can be enhanced, that can
be made bigger and better, but that is
going in what I think is a very good
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Y7 1 think it’ s very important
and it is an essential part of education.
So, I want to answer this by referring,
a few years ago with Abe sensei, we
went to northern Japan and there we
visited a school where all the teaching
was done outside in a forest. And only
when it really, really rained very badly,
the teaching would be done inside a
classroom, by in that way, changing
the context of the teaching and
thereby also referring to that different
context. Referring in all you teach to
the nature around the children, you

actually create, I think, a very different
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attitude. And that was very impressive
to us at the time as a way to promote
sustainability learning.

The other thing that I think is
really important that you have already
touched upon is that you have to
combine classroom teaching and
theoretical teaching with practical
teaching. When we spoke yesterday
to the man in the museum about the
importance of practice rather than
theory, what became very, very clear
is that without emphasizing practice,
people have a hard time dealing with
real life because real life is all about
practice. And so, you have a very big
difficulty if you have only learned
theory to actually deal with real life. It
is something that I experienced myself
a lot. I was trained in many ways in
theoretical university education. And
as my wife says regularly, I can deal
with the theory of life, but I cannot
deal with the actual practice of life.
And T think that is definitely true,
but it is also, for me, a big handicap.
And so, I would argue that teaching
children from a very early age in a way
that actually combines thinking and
theory with practice is very important.

And I want to end that topic with

one other remark. In most western
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schools, you have 30 kids and the
teacher has two tasks. On the one
hand, he or she is to develop the
thinking of the students. And on the
other hand, he or she has to develop
the social aspects of the life of the
students. And that” s very difficult to
combine. And so, in very many cases,
what you see is that the students are
taught a set of stories that are for
them, giving them the impression that
they are the truth. And I think one
of the really important things that we
have to change is that idea. I think
we should be educating children in
a way that emphasizes that there are
always choices and always alternatives.
In that, in order to make a choice,
they have to themselves evaluate
those different alternatives. So that
we don’ t talk about a truth that
everybody has to accept, but that
everybody gets to develop their own
way of looking at life. (ZhiZ& T3
HEARZ LT, BHCER2ER 0D
Dz BET, BEFAT, PIEeE
HARI TS 728 2, B 2¥KEHiNR
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Z5952LT, HEOURELEZ.
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Y5 OK. I think what we have
done today is talk about important
elements of your own future. And that
is where I have not only questions,
but also maybe some ideas to share
because I think the really important
and also difficult thing where the fact
while that you have an island and you
have a community are big advantages,
whole idea is that you have a basis in
the past and in the present to actually
start developing your own ideas about
the future. And that is partly where
education is important. That is also
partly where engaging the youth is
very important. And thirdly, that is
where individual participation in local
politics is also very important. In
many of the western countries, most
local people don’ t do any politics,
they only vote once every four years.
What you need to develop, and I’ m
asking you whether you see ways to
do that, is to activate the whole of the

population in a more political sense,
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so that you actually end up steering
your local future in the way you
actually want to do it. So, I would like
to know what your thoughts are about
that possibility and that necessity. (4
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Y > F N 1 think what is really
important in any community is
that there is an official structure
of communication which you have
from the mayor to the assistant
mayor and then all the way down.
But the community works only well
if there is also an informal way of
communicating, and that is what
you were referring to when you said,
“Hey, mayor, this needs to be done.”
So as long as you have both those
communication structures, you are
OK. The difficulty is, of course, that
if you have very many people, most
of those people cannot be part of the
informal structure. And that is why it
is so difficult for large communities to
actually have a participating democracy
in which individuals are engaged. In
a way, when the old Athenians in
500 BC invented democracy, it was
possible because it was a very small

community. But by the time we had
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this system for tens of millions of
people, it just doesn’ t work very well
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their minds? Do you do it by talking

And how do you change

to individuals or do you do it by group
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very interesting to put it that way.
And I think that is the problem with a
lot of the world right now. (& Y 23&
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# ¥ 57 Knowing the situation in
France that Abe-san is referring to,
there is a very important aspect to
that. And that is the nature and the
qualities of the mayor of the village.
There are thousands of villages in
France where this is not happening.
He is a real leader and he has been
re-elected as a leader because he has
the ideas to change the situation.
And T think that aspect of leadership
is something that you also need to
consider in your own communities.
You need to elect the people who are
the best at doing that. And one of the
great advantages of a small community
is that you know everybody and you
know who is good at what. When you
have a very large community, most
people get elected without anybody
knowing what they’ re worth. And I

think that is one of the big problems
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with democracy at the national level
that a lot of people that are elected
are very mediocre and are not really
people to whom you should or could
be entrusting the fate of others. So,
the leadership is what I just want to
accentuate that because Abe-san came
up with this example in the south of
France. And that man is really unique.
He is very special. And that gets us to
the whole topic in democratic systems
of leadership. And I think that you
have the opportunity here because the
community is small and everybody
knows everybody, to actually choose
the right person for the right job. And
that’ s not something that happens in
most places. (FIFFE A 2F XL Tw»
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valuable. I also think it is very

v JU 1 think that is very
difficult because identifying leadership
qualities is not so easy. You have
to know somebody really well. You
have to have a good sense of where
the community wants to go. The
person who is the leader also has to
be very balanced and able to work for
everybody so that you don’ t get big
conflicts in the community. So, I think
getting a sense of the leadership and
how leadership plays a role in all of
this is indeed absolutely fundamental.
But I am still not sure in my own
mind in how far scientific research can

actually identify those people. I think
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a lot has to do with intuition, and
of course intuition is not something
that you can use in a scientific sort of
accepted method. And so, I have my
doubts there, I just don” t know. But
I do know that communities where
everybody knows everybody and
knows who is capable at doing what is
actually very interesting.

I am reminded through Annick,
my wife, of an experience we had in
Papua New Guinea among the Papuas.
They had built a house and they had
a party, and they had cooked meat for
everybody and vegetables and things
like that. And then suddenly, a big
debate broke out, and about four or
five men sort of started shouting. And
we asked, “What is going on?” And it
was very interesting because all these
men were proposing how they would
deal with a particular problem. In this
case, how to keep the airfield grass
from growing too high. And then after
a debate, ultimately one of the people
convinced everybody that they had the
best idea. That is something we don’ t
see in western Europe. We don’ t
see but you could have it here. You
could raise a question and then have a
public debate, and then for people to
decide what is the best idea. So, there
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are ways to do this, but it remains a
very, very difficult terrain. (& T % i
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¥ ¥ F I My first question is
does anything have to be done? Most
of the western world, and actually
most of the world nowadays, after
colonization and globalization has all
become addicted to progress. They
want progress everywhere. Now it s
very clear that a little bit of progress
sometimes can be OK, but to have
progress all the time everywhere
is just going to lead us into totally
unsustainable societies. And so, my
question is that we need to reevaluate
the importance or the desirability of
progress.

It" s very interesting that many
politicians that I encounter when
we talk about climate change,say,
“Technology will solve the problems
for us.” But what they forget is that
two and a half centuries of technology
has got us into the problem rather
than out of it. We are completely
focused on ever having more, having
better, having new, and so on. And for
very many, many centuries, millennia

in different societies, that has not
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been so extreme. There have been
changes, of course. There have been
local changes, there have been wider
changes, but those changes have
been slower. And one thing that is
interesting in this respect is that now,
the people in information technology,
they say they have a new major
invention every five years, but that it
takes the society about 15 years to get
used to it. So, if you keep innovating
every five years and it takes 15 years
for every innovation to become
understood, then you run into very big
trouble.

And so, I would think that that
whole process of accelerating and
more progress and more quicker and
so on is not a very good idea. I think it
is one of the big problems behind the
UN's sustainable development goals
because those goals were devised from
the western perspective of progress.
And trying to promise all societies
on earth to be part of that progress,
that is simply not possible. The earth
doesn’ t have those resources. So,
an important part of changing our
mindset is not focusing on that kind
of progress, but accepting stability.
Accepting that things for long times

stay more or less the same. (FAD 4]
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¥ ¥ F I One of the interesting
things for me in Japan is to see
this very big difference between
the industrialized Japan that
once progressed that is all about
technologies and the kind of Japan
that we have seen here and that we
have seen with Abe-sensei in other
places in Japan, which is the rural
Japan which has a very different
culture, I think. And that I think, is
part of what this debate is all about.



I think there is a part of the society,
in particular, the business society,
and lots of the politics that really do
believe in progress and sometimes in
ways that I think are immeasurably
stupid. The one example that I think
is totally beyond me that they even
thought about it is this whole big sea
wall that they built around northern
Japan which closes off the land from
the sea, the fisherman from the
cultivators and which makes that you
can’ t even see the sea anymore. |
think there would’ ve been much
less money if they had moved the
settlements a little bit higher up the
hill. But that is how politicians think
and it’ s not up to me to criticize
them in that sense, but it is to me to
express my amazement at what has
happened (HAR CTHLKZE W Z & D O
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Y ¥ F ) That s not so difficult.
It" s your future, so you better start

thinking about it and coming up with
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good ideas for it, and then you need
to get people involved politically to
actually realize those ideas. All of that
is a heavy task, but what you will find
if you’ ve done it, it is also incredibly
satisfying. That is why I would
encourage any young people who
have a whole long life before them
and who have to live that life in the
circumstances that they themselves
have created, to actually think about
how they see their life in the future.
And there are some tools that we can
find to help you with that. I' m not
going into that right now, but there is
work going on on helping people to
think about their own future. And I
think that might be something that we
can talk about after this session in a
more restrained fashion.

So, I thought this session was a
really interesting one. I learnt a lot.
I hope I also was able to word some
of the ideas that you were thinking
about and I want to end, again,
with thanking all of you for having
a session like this, and we were
miraculously blessed by the technology
that did work, which in itself is not
so often the case. And so, the whole
trip that we had for the last couple

of weeks, Annick and myself, and the
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discussion that we had today, I think
were very, very rich and enriching,
and I wish you all the best in pursuing
those kinds of ideas. (Z Uiz iz &
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7L F Y v 2 Thank you so much
for organizing this meeting today.
The content is truly rich—so rich
that I feel we cannot possibly discuss

everything in just one day.
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I am an anthropologist, and what
I've dedicated my life to isn't so much
the relationships between people
or social and political matters, but
rather themes of nature, animals, and

material culture.

I used to lead a research network
in France called "Techniques &
Culture," which studies social and
cultural dimensions of techniques
and materiality. When translated
from English to Japanese, I believe
"Techniques" corresponds to the
concept of "waza" [skill/technique/
craft culture]. I have worked with
many people from Japan and Europe
in order to make a collective and

interdisciplinary book on the topic.

Through my work, I've come to
believe that it's a mistake to divide
"savoir-faire", "know-how," "knowledge
and making", into two opposing
categories. We published the book
about waza with contributions from
25 people from various fields—not
just anthropologists, but also those
in literature, carpentry, architecture,
and more "Waza, l'art ineffable de
I'apprentissage” 2021 (dir. Joulian,
Shimada, Takada, Tian) Paris : EHESS



(https://journals.openedition.org/
tc/16054?lang=en).

In Western understanding, there's
a tendency to separate humans from
nature, and nature from culture—to
think in dualistic terms. But in Japan,
I believe there's another integrative
way of thinking where culture exists
within nature, and nature exists within

culture.

Therefore, whether in French,
Italian, African languages, or Japanese,
I think it's better to recognize these
concepts as local terms rather than
academic scientific terminology. So the
role of anthropologists, I believe, is to
discover this diversity of useful local

lexicons.

This photo is of my father, who
works as a carpenter in France. He
was 88 years, but he still works using a
chainsaw, a planer or a spindle molder.
Regarding waza and the use of tools, I
was influenced by my father. He was
truly an expert I learnt from.

(GHWE, cok>5BI-T4v 7%
HLTLLEZIWELT, AYicHhH
EHTTVET, bIARYICHAELE
2T, EAEECT, 1THTR, AN
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I am also a scientist, and I've been
studying chimpanzees in Africa for
30 years. Chimpanzees also use what
could be called techniques. They
possess the skill to crack nuts with
hammer-like tools, breaking them
open in just one or two strikes. When
I tried to imitate them and crack nuts
myself, it took me three whole months

to master a successful opening.

In this way, I've studied animal
behavior in the natural world, and
we've learned lessons about how to
live in and with nature. I find it very
difficult to explain exactly how these

techniques work.
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I'm trying to understand this
behavior, this knowledge, this waza,
and how one lives and dwells within
this context without hierarchies
between humans and non-humans

beings.

Today, all participants are trying to
explain their existence in the present
moment through the act of making
something. This makes me, as an
anthropologist, wonder how we should
approach this task. Anthropologists are
searching for new methods to convey
various ideas and ways of thinking

between different cultures.

In today's discussion, the word
"Ma" (between, interval) has come
up, and I think this concept of ma is
very important. Waza and Ma, yes.
I believe this concept of Ma should
perhaps be applied not just between
humans, but also between humans and

non-human societies.

Over the past decade, my practical
solution for thoroughly understanding
and giving form to ideas has been to

use graphics—to use manga.



There's a French manga artist,
Francois Boucq, I like, and I ask him
to draw ancient hominids or an "Ape-
Man". What you're seeing now is a mix
of human and gorilla or chimpanzee,
which became another way to visualize
and explore a prehuman alterity. Using
pictures and photographs allows us to
create chimeric entities. I believe such
chimeras are necessary for imagining
the future. So, I myself arrived at

n n M
manga" exploration.

This diagram shows "pure science",
but when people look at it, it becomes
rather dull in form. So I arrived at
manga as an art-science mean for
people. The challenge, I think, is
how to integrate and synthesize the
different types of intelligence and
techniques of scientists, manga artists,
architects, and craftspeople. There
are various professions, and success
depends on how we curate them—
how we weave together these different
types of activities and languages.
FFH A4z T4 2 ETHHY, 30
R, 77V A TF VY — D%
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Regarding how I approach this
work, I'm trying first to learn from the
past—that is, learning from mentors of
the past. There was a person named
Kon Wajiro, who might be called
the father of modernology. He drew
pictures or manga depicting the styles
of people of his time. In Kyoto during
the 1920s, after the Great Kanto
Earthquake, he illustrated how people
were sleeping on the streets. As an
interesting comparison, there's the
great anthropologist Marcel Mauss,
who published a paper on the "Body
Techniques" in 1936 describing with
words analogous cultural body customs

Kon Wajiro did by drawings.

I'm engaged in manga anthropology
activities with a landscape manga
artists, Horiguchi Itsu, from Kyoto
Seika University, than with Aurelia
Aurita, the manga artist who created
"Ichigo to Chocolate" LEED 2017
(https://to-ti.in/product/fraise_et_
chocolat), We created with Horiguchi
an exibition about Japanese washi

papermaking and with Aurelia and



Matthias, the architect) a Manga on
eco-construction published in 2025
"Concrete versus bamboo, propositions
for Mayotte Island and the World"
https://www.editions-delcourt.fr/bd/

preview/le-beton-et-le-bambou

In our research, rather than simply
presenting our findings as academic
papers stating conclusions, we convey
the story of the research itself. We're
trying to communicate the stories
of research activities by architects
and ethnographers in this way. For
example, I observe artisan's gestures
while the mangaka is able to make a
narrative of the technical aspects and
of the "milieu" (fudo). A "scientific"
manga is able to integrate different
visions, another way to tell artisan and

researcher experiences.

Therefore, I find the objects
themselves very interesting. Here
are a brush and camellia leaves, but
these camellia leaves are actually more
important, even if they are perishable,
than the horse hair brush—they
show that the technique of washi
papermaking is completed and
successful because of these leaves used

to seal the papers ends.
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We exhibited these elements in
Provence, France, bringing in objects
like this for people to see. I'll skip the
details, but we created manga about
this kind of process where interactive

exchanges emerged with visitors.

From this exhibition, we introduced
washi in France. In France, people
were extremely interested in how we
turned the process into manga. And I
ended up working on a new project on
Mayotte Island in East Africa, building
houses using bamboo—a sustainable

architectural method.

Mayotte is a very small island with
a volcano and coral reefs—in that
sense, it's similar to Okinawa, with
similar tropical vegetation. There's
currently a social problem there with
large numbers of immigrants arriving
and slum formation among the poor.
There's also soil erosion. Moreover,
modern architecture there consists

entirely of concrete buildings.

While the Mayotte administration
is promoting this model of concrete
buildings, we worked with a French

architect to see if there might be
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other methods. We worked with local
craftspeople to construct buildings

using bamboo and clay.

We've drawn all the operational
sequences (chaines opératoires),
natural and social contexts in a manga
form, as mentioned earlier. We're
currently producing a new manga with
a French publisher titled "Concrete VS
Bamboo." I've gone on a bit long, so
I'll stop here and show images.
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