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Dr. Sander Ernst Van Der Leeuw
(Honorary Fellow and Professor/Dean, School of Sustainability, Arizona State University)

First of all, congratulations on such an important milestone. This is the
end of adolescence and the beginnings of adulthood, and something to
be celebrated. | would like to congratulate Prof. Juichi Yamagiwa, the
incoming Director General, and express my appreciation for the efforts
and friendship of outgoing Director General Tetsuzo Yasunari.

RIHN is the only institute in the world devoted explicitly to the
relationship between humanity and nature — a relationship that has
not been clearly accentuated in the debate about sustainability. The
institute is shifting from its initial focus on the past and present, into
research more effectively geared to contributing to the debate about
the Earth’s future. This will be absolutely fundamental if the world is
ever going to find solutions to critical sustainability problems.

Japan is in a position to make a special contribution to the
sustainability debate, given its culture of honoring nature and its
willingness to discuss, deal with and support nature. | feel strongly that
RIHN has a bright future, as it is gaining increasing foreign
appreciation and international visibility. The next few years will be
crucial to solving pressing environmental issues, and RIHN'’s
participation will be particularly important.

I'd like to thank you for making me an Honorary Fellow, and express my
appreciation for your attitude of taking humanity into account in your
research into environmental issues. Finally, I'd like to wish everyone at
RIHN the best of luck and success in the future.
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