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General advice and comments of the EREC:

The Committee received the clear report and discussion with approval. It was recognized that
the Corona pandemic was causing considerable problems for the project due to suspension of
international travel and the constraints on field research activities in India. Good efforts have
been put forward to make the best of this situation, among others by hiring researchers to be
based, for the time being, in India, and by working closely with local counterparts. In spite of
the difficulties, good progress has been made. The Committee agreed with the adaptations
and changes in the research plan.

It was commented that the close focus on stubble burning is a logical result of the concern
with air pollution, but that it would be valuable to place this issue into the wider context. This
includes a more wholistic understanding of household and village level behaviour and even
more broadly, how the sustainable agriculture in the title of the project can be achieved. The
roots of the problem lie in the history of the green revolution in the Punjab and in Indian
agricultural policy over decades. The massive and dramatic demonstrations in the past year by
Punjabi farmers against such policies suggest that the policy and political context are important
for a holistic understanding of the root problems. Putting a bit more emphasis on the basic
issues may also show the relevance of lessons from other places and practices beyond rice
stubble burning.



