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Abstract

Searching for ways in which historical materials

can contribute to resolving China’s environmental problems

Document Center for China Studies, the Toyo Bunko/School of Arts and Letters, Meiji University

TAKADA,

Yukio

As a research base of the Toyo Bunko (Oriental
Library), Japan’s representative research institution and library
for Asian studies, the Toyo Bunko Documentation Center
for Chinese Studies focuses on the theme of “promoting the
use and collection of modern Chinese research materials and
encouraging research on modern Chinese archival materials”.

In recent years, the Center has been moving forward on projects

such as the construction of a digital library for use in research
on modern China. Currently, the Center is seeking ways to also
contribute to the resolution of Chinese environmental problems
by making use of Toyo Bunko’s extensive collection of local
histories and other materials and holding workshops concerning
China’s environmental history and historical materials on China’

s environment.
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Abstract

Neolithization and modernization:

Landscape history of the East Asia Inland Seas (China Workgroup)

RIHN MAKIBAYASHI, Keisuke

This project reveals human history by using a
methodology of landscape analysis, and so contributes to
recognition and resolution of present and future environmental
issues. One project field site is the lower Chang Jiang River
basin, an area in which rice cultivation began approximately
7,000 years ago. It is believed that adaptation to the riparian

environment enabled the developments of rice cultivation

systems. Thus, rice cropping developed as a particular
expression of human-nature interactions. Development in
contemporary China is occurring according to a global economic
logic. We hope that consideration of the historical background of
human-environmental interactions in China from a perspective
of landscape study will contribute to better methods for

environment protection for the next generation.
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Abstract

Institute of Taiwan History, Academia Sinica

A brief overview of the study of environmental history in Taiwan

LIU, Shi-yung

The study of environmental history in Taiwan began in the 1990s,
some twenty years after its western counterparts. Dr. Liu Ts’ui-jung, vice
president of Academia Sinica, is central to the promotion of the study
of environmental history in Taiwan. Current Taiwanese scholarship
focuses on the delicate relationship among parasites, human vectors, and
environmental change. Under Liu’s leadership, the environmental history
research group at the Institute of Taiwan History has invited experts from

a variety of disciplines such as history, parasitology, and geographic

information systems to work together on a three-year thematic research
project entitled "Changes in the environment and parasite infection in
modern Taiwan and coastal China." This project has also served to integrate
the study of environmental history in Taiwan as a truly multi-disciplinary
field. As compared with recent developments in environmental scholarship
in the west, Taiwanese scholarship bypasses some areas of dispute
and concentrates its efforts on the interaction between the bio- and

natural-environments while making human activities an essential variable.
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Abstract

Bodies in dialogue with heaven and earth

The diffusion and developing uniqueness of Chinese medicin

Graduate School of Humanities, Ibaraki University MAYANAGI, Makoto

From the beginning, Chinese medicine has recognized the
connection between the environment and disease. Based upon research
regarding old medical records for Japan, Korea and Vietnam which lie

within the Chinese character cultural sphere, new knowledge was obtained

that each of these countries shared in common their acceptance of the
Ming Dynasty books on medicine that accentuate regional differences
and promoted uniqueness. The primary factors which advanced a further

uniqueness that is singular to Japan were studied as well.
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Abstract

Director, Yamagata International Documentary Film Festival Tokyo Office

Chinese documentaries at the Yamagata International Documentary Film Festival

FUJIOKA, Asako

One fine October day in 2007, ten Chinese
filmmakers and cinema-related people visited Furuyashiki
Village in Yamagata Prefecture. This area in northeastern
Japan is known for its affiliation with the documentary
filmmaker Ogawa Shinsuke and Ogawa Productions,
an important film collective that made films and farmed
rice in the same rural community during the 1970s and

80s. The Chinese filmmakers and critics were in Japan

to attend the Yamagata International Documentary Film
Festival, one of the largest of its kind in Asia. Two of
the filmmakers had won prizes a few days later, proving
that Chinese documentaries are at the cutting edge of
international cinema today. This writer is planning a
documentary workshop in Furuyashiki in October 2009,
where Japanese and Chinese filmmakers can experience a

fruitful cultural exchange.
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Abstract

Director of documentary Bingai

She didn't want to be part of cheap labor

FENG, Yan

After 16 years’ construction, the Three Gorges project is to
be completed very soon. This project, known as the biggest hydro
project in the world, was constructed at the expense of 1.4 million

of immigrants who lost their homeland. The “Developmental

SR LOERENDEL, RIIRE T, MEHEY RO EE
CEGIGBFRCTLI, (04 F, EHETEHEY

Resettlement Policy” did not give the immigrants much benefit.
However, most peasants who lost their land rushed into cities,
only to become cheap labor who were acutely exploited in the

process of primitive accumulation of capital.
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Currents

+ On January, 2010, NIHU Network of Contemporary Chinese Studies
will sponsor the international symposium “Environment issues: the
futurability of Contemporary China” in Kyoto, Japan. For additional

information, please see the RIHN-China website (http://www.chikyu.ac.j
p/rihn-china/) or the Network of Contemporary Chinese Studies website
(http://www.china-waseda.jp/english/).
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