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Abstract

Earth at Night: Desirable and undesirable signs

Center for Area Studies, National Institute for Humanities HIRANO, Kenichiro

“Earth at Night,” a composite photograph
produced and made public by NASA, shows an earth
with no national borders. It also shows several regions
that are shining brightly at night, among them the region
of East Asia. While this is an indication of lively human
activity, these brightly shining areas must also be taken

as a sign of environmental destruction by the people
living there. As the photograph undeniably shows,
environmental questions go beyond national borders
and therefore we must tackle them in comparably
trans-border ways. It is hoped that area researchers will
bear this picture of earth in mind as well.
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Abstract

Interactions between Agriculture and Environment in Eurasia:

The Sato Project
RIHN KURATA, Takashi

Our project aims to reconstruct a ten-thousand-year
history of interactions between agriculture and
environment. Although there have been numerous
studies about how to improve agricultural productivity,
there has been little research regarding the mechanisms
responsible for agricultural collapse. Agricultural
production itself is a result of the interaction between
man and nature and its collapse may also occur within

this framework. This project attempts to demonstrate
the dynamism of the mutual interaction between
agriculture and environment over a period of ten
thousand years, and to offer a perspective that will
contribute to the consideration of agriculture in the
future and of how the relationship between man and
nature ought, ideally, to become.
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Abstract

A brief history and current activities of

the National Institute for Environmental Studies

National Institute for Environmental Studies OHTSUKA, Ryutaro

The National Institute for Environmental Studies
(NIES) was founded in 1974 with the principal goal of
contributing to the solution of “kogai (environmental
pollution)” problems. In 1990, our institute extensively
reorganized its research units to include major targets
related to global environmental issues. The NIES
became an incorporated administrative agency in

2001 and is now in its second five-year research plan.
About half of NIES’ researchers have been involved in
four priority research programs in the areas of climate
change, sustainable material cycles, environmental

risk, and the Asian environment. Meanwhile the other
half have performed fundamental and pioneering

studies in a wide variety of fields.
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Abstract

Summary of the International Symposium on Food

and Environmental Problems

Jiangsu Academy of Agricultural Sciences

TANG, Linghua

The International Symposium on Food and Environmental
Problems was held on November 1, 2008 in Nanjing City,
China under the sponsorship of the Institute of Food Crops,
Jiangsu Academy of Agricultural Sciences, Research Institute
for Humanity and Nature and the RIHN Initiative for Chinese
Environmental Issues.

Reports on the history of the development of agricultural
production in both Japan and China, trends in the supply and
demand for grains in light of the current production situation
and food consumption were presented along with those on

other topics. The tremendous strides made in agricultural

production through improved varieties, chemical fertilizers
and pesticides in the years after the Green Revolution and the
great contribution that China has made in securing food for the
world through its food production was pointed out anew. At the
same time, the water contamination caused by the use of large
amounts of chemical fertilizers, the widening gap between
the cities and agricultural villages, the aging of the farming
population, the possibilities of developing agriculture in the
cities, changes in consumer tastes and the resulting changes in

the market were discussed along with various other subjects.
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Abstract

How do we come to terms with growth?

Thoughts based on participation in a symposium on Chinese Environmental Issues

Mountainous Regional Research Center of Shimane Prefecture KASAMATSU, Hiroki

At an “International Symposium regarding
Food and the Environment in Japan and China,” I felt
that ultimately the most important subject was “how
a country comes to terms with growth.” In rapidly
growing China three areas are of particular importance.
First, the adoption of plans for agriculture and the food
supply that will achieve sufficient quantity and quality,

second, that rural communities not be deprived of their
significance, and third, the control of consumption.
Within the context of environmental capacity, while
one must be aware that there are limits to production
and growth, there will be a need to meet increased
demand for foodstuffs in the future.
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Notification

+ “Chinese Environmental Issues ? water shortages
and development” will be published by Bensey
Publishing Inc. and Hohai University Press, in
Japanese and Chinese respectively, in February,
2009. This book provides an overview of the

International Symposium on Social Development and
Water Resource/Water Environment Problems held
in Nanjing, China in November, 2007, and organized
by the RIHN Initiative for Chinese Environmental
Issues.
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