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Abstract From knowledge of the environment

to environmental preservation on regional and global dimensions

National Institutes for the Humanities (NIHU) , President of NIHU KINDA, Akihiro

In the past, the environment was not something
about which people were generally aware. Rather, the
environmental determinism originating with Friedrich
Ratzel were dominant in the field of geography, and this
also applied to the Fudo (milieux) of Tetsuro Watsuji.

While man's ability to change the natural environ-

ment has been overestimated, and our understanding
of the environment had been inadequate to date.Today,
however, we have reached the stage at which regional
and global environmental preservation efforts are being
implemented, and the mission of RIHN as well is related
to these efforts.
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Abstract

Yunnan and the Eco-History Project:

A new frontier in global environmental studies

RIHN AKIMICHI, Tomoya

Over the last five years, a research project entitled
"an trans-disciplinary study on the regional eco-history
in tropical monsoon Asia: 1945-2005" was conducted in
Yunnan, Laos and northern Thailand. In various parts of
Yunnan, thirty-two Chinese scholars were engaged in field
research. Particular natural and domestic resources were

chosen for an analysis of the dynamic relations between

(ERETERRMERR B e M=)

ethnic minorities and their surrounding environments. As a
result, their eco-historical consequences were clarified. An
overall evaluation of the present project lies in the academic
appraisal of the eco-historical approach in China, and in the
promotion of young Chinese scholars in related scientific
fields.
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An introduction to the Institute of
Tibetan Plateau Research, the Chinese Academy of Sciences

The Institute of Tibetan Plateau Research, the Chinese Academy of Sciences YAO, Tandong

The Institute of Tibetan Plateau Research (referred to
hereafter as “ITP” and “the Institute”) is one of a number
of research institutions newly established by the Chinese
Academy of Sciences (CAS). ITP has three campuses located
in Lhasa, Beijing, and Kunming. The Beijing campus is mainly
for indoor research, laboratory analysis, sample storage, and
international cooperation. The Lhasa campus is primarily
for field work, field data collection and to provide a base for
international cooperation as well. The Kunming campus,
managed by the Kunming Institute of Botany of CAS, focuses
on biological genetic resources on the plateau. Currently, there
is a staff of 106, including 17 professors and 22 associate
professors. In addition, there are 106 graduate students and 29
post-docs studying and conducting research at the Institute.

The Institute was established to study scientific problems
related to the uplift processes of the Tibetan Plateau and their
impact on the environment, and to study the environmental
processes taking place on the Tibetan Plateau and their impact
on sustainable development in the region. In addressing
scientific issues related to the Tibetan Plateau, we are
particularly interested in answering questions such as the
following: 1) Is the mechanism of Tibetan Plateau uplifting an
equilibrium floating rebound or a periodic uplift at different
zones? 2) Is the Plateau uplift the cause of the Asian monsoon
system? 3) Does the interaction between the land surface of
the Tibetan Plateau and the atmosphere drive Asian climatic
change? 4) How do bio-systems and -species evolve in an
environment that is as extreme as the Tibetan Plateau? Without
integrative and multi-disciplinary research, one cannot hope to
answer these questions. Thus multi-disciplinary and long-term
monitoring of the Tibetan Plateau is essential.

The Institute has endeavored to build both laboratories
and the Tibetan Observation and Research Platform (TORP).

The TORP network monitors geophysics and geology,
high-resolution records and modern processes, and land surface
and alpine atmospheric processes. The purpose of the TORP
network is to review filed data, in-situ sampling and integration
on the Tibetan Plateau. Five monitoring bases have been
established in locations in the north, south, central, east, and
west of the Tibetan Plateau. The TORP network emphasizes the
three “highs” principal, namely the gathering of high-precision
monitoring data, the obtaining of high-resolution proxies, and
the attainment of high-level achievements.

Scientists from various countries are planning to further
their studies with regard to the Tibetan Plateau, and the
establishment of the Institute is timely insofar as the ITP can
efficiently coordinate research activities involving different
agencies and organizations.

The Institute is currently focusing on the following
scientific issues: 1) the structure of the geosphere and
the uplifting mechanism, 2) the uplifting process and
the environment of East Asia, 3) the high resolution of
paleo-environmental change, 4) land surface systems and
processes, 5) atmospheric processes, and 6) biological
adaptability and genetic resources in an extreme environment.

The Institute is currently involved in the following
research activities:1) measuring the deep structure in the
Tibetan Plateau, 2) identifying key geological and landform
processes and environmental responses, 3) clarifying
climatic and environmental changes in the past by studying
modern processes and major climatic events, 4) studying
the interaction among atmosphere, ice/water, the land
surface, and biology, 5) studying the impact of atmospheric
circulation in the Tibetan Plateau on surrounding regions,
and 6) constructing a genetic bank for Tibetan Plateau

bio-species.
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Abstract

Society of Entrepreneurs Ecology

The environmental activities of SEE

DENG, Yi

The Alxa SEE Ecological Association, the first local
Chinese NGO to be funded by entrepreneurs, was established
on June 5, 2004. This funding arrangement enables SEE
to be more independent and creative. SEE is guided by

development from within, without singular protection. The

participation of local farmers and herdsmen, and the presence
of their respective cultures, is expected. Together, they strive to
promote the coexistence of local people and their environment.
Using their own resources and skills they work for sustainable

development.
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Abstract

The environmental protection network:

A proposal to control yellow sand damage in Korea

Showa Women's University

Damage from yellow sand in Korea is one of the worst
problems imaginable. To address this problem, the Korean
government has conducted various activities to help reconstruct
the ecological system in the desert zone. Meanwhile, private
activities by NGOs and the like have increased as well. This

LEE, SookHyun

article highlights the significance of activities by these NGOs
and the importance of environmental education. International
aid activity should attach greater importance to the connection
between environmental education, as a kind of indirect activity,
and other international aid activities.
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Abstract

Environmental history of the Ocher Plateau, scenery observed

Research Institute for Oriental Cultures, Gakushuin University MURAMATSU, Koichi

In December 2007, I visited Tongwancheng located
to the north of the Wudinghe River, on the boundary of
Inner Mongolia and Shaanxi Province. This ancient city
was once the location of fighting between farmers and
nomads. In a description of the seventh century grave of
Sogd Anmin, discovered north of Tongwancheng, it is
written “it faces the dune.” Indeed, I did see a dune to the

north and the west while I was en route to the locale. There
was vegetation near the grave of Sogd Anmin 1300 years
ago, and a dune to the north. The work of environmental
history is to restore an environment to its previous state,
and then to consider how past inhabitants related to that
environment. Environmental history research on the Ocher

Plateau has just begun.
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Notification

+ In April 2008, Yuejun Zhen (Associate Professor at the Research Institute
for Humanity and Nature) succeeded the position as the leader of the
RIHN Initiative for Chinese Environmental Issues (RIHN-China) from
Masayoshi Nakawo (currently, an Executive Director at the National
Institute for the Humanities (NIHU)).

+ A focal theme for RIHN-China for fiscal 2008 is “food”. On November

1, 2008, RIHN-China and the Jiangsu Academy of Agricultural
Sciences will cosponsor the “International Symposium on Food and
Environmental Problems in Japan and China” in Nanjing, China. Study
meetings related to the theme of “food” will also be held as needed.
Please see the RIHN-China website (http://www.chikyu.ac.jp/rihn-china/)
for additional information.
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