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Trends in Chinese Business toward African Oil Resources

MOCHIZUKI, Katsuya

Toyo Eiwa University

This study highlighted the development of petroleum
policies in African oil-producing countries, and tried to
implicate policy options for Chinese business in this regard.
(i) The investment by emerging economies, including China,
in these African countries is not limited to the energy-related
field, but extends to the civil engineering, construction, and
telecommunications fields. (ii) The current situation is so-

called “package deal” for the acquisition of development rights

and interests for oil resources in the upstream sector together
with contribution in the downstream sector. Careful handling
is required in terms of the commitment to oil sectors of these
countries. (iii) In the context of energy conversion, oil-producing
countries like Nigeria tend to shift their focus to liquefied natural
gas (LNG). Chinese companies might be required to modify their

business in response to this shift.
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Trend in Amending the Environmental Protection Act in China

WEN, Yuanchun

Waseda University

The work of amending the Environmental Protection Act
of China officially began in 2011, and four amendment bills have
been proposed to this date. In August 2012, the first deliberation
of the “Environmental Protection Act Amendment Bill (draft)
prepared by the Environment and Resource Protection Committee
of National People’s Congress took place during the 28th Standing
Committee session of the 11th National People’s Congress
meeting. This bill is to be included in the matters of continuous
deliberation by the Standing Committee during the 12th National
People’s Congress meeting, according to the 2013 Legislation
Plan of the National People’s Congress Standing Committee.

The objective of this amendment is mainly to achieve

improved environmental protection by revising the clauses
commonly applicable to a wide range of environmental protection
activities that are deemed to be urgently in need for revision and
also viable from the standpoint that the conditions for amendment
are fairly met and that the stakeholders representing various
areas of interest are basically in agreement, through coordination
between related laws and regulatory systems. Due to these
constraints, many of the revisions proposed in this amendment
bill are intended to maintain harmony with the individual
environmental laws and regulations that are currently enforced,
and therefore are limited in terms of both novelty and the degree

of expected changes.
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Report on the International Workshop “Current Status and Futurability of Lakes”

YAMANAKA, Hiroki
Ryukoku University

On January 13, 2013, an international workshop titled
“Current Status and Futurability of Lakes”was held at the
Minhang campus of Shanghai Jiao Tong University (SJTU)

. The workshop was jointly organized by the Department of
Environmental Science and Engineering of SJTU, Research
Institute for Humanity and Nature (RIHN) research project
“Effects of Environmental Change on the Interactions Between
Pathogens and Humans{completed in 2011) , and RTHN Initiative
for Chinese Environmental Issues. During the workshop, topics

concerning how to transfer the data on environmental issues

to policy-makers and local residents in an easy-to-understand
manner and how to preserve the cultural assets while protecting
the residents’livelihood were actively discussed, not to mention
those pertaining to the development of new engineering and
ecological technologies for improvement of water quality. It is our
sincere hope to see this workshop serve as a trigger for researchers
to form an interdisciplinary team to work collaboratively on
issues regarding lake environments in Japan and China and build
a model that would allow them to make meaningful contributions

to improve the given set of circumstances in both countries.
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A Comprehensive Study on the Global Environmental Issues in a Combined Way of
Science and Humanities —— RIHN-PKU Lecture on the Global Environmental Issues

ZHOU, Yuyang
Peking University

Though China and Japan are at different stages of
development, both have experienced or are experiencing rapid
economic development and also facing huge environment
challenges. With economic globalization, environmental issues
have become a common topic attracting attentions from different
nations and regions. In the East Asia, the huge population pressure
and a number of environmental issues arising from economic
growth have an increasingly huge impact on global environmental
changes. On this occasion, collaborative research and discussion
between Japan and China on environmental issues has been both
of great urgency and of great significance. On March 14th, 2013,
the Research Institute for Humanity and Nature (RIHN) and
the School of Environmental Science and Engineering of Peking

University (PKU) jointly held a lecture on Global Environmental

Issues in the Shao Yuan Residence of Peking University. This
lecture aimed to introduce the progress on the research on global
environmental issues in both Japan and China, and explore a new
direction for the resolution of global environmental issues through
multi-disciplinary and multi-majored studies. At the opening
of the lecture, Professor Zhu Tong, the dean of the School of
Environmental Science and Engineering of PKU, and Professor
Tachimoto Narifumi, the director-general of RIHN, each delivered
a speech. Later, five lecture sessions were held in the morning
and afternoon on that day, which were facilitated by Professor
Kubota Jumpei and Professor Zhang Shiqiu, respectively. At
the end of the lecture, Professor Tachimoto granted certificates to
outstanding student representatives, which were issued jointly by

both institutes.
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Sino-Japanese International Symposium
“Welfare and Environmental Problems in Urbanizing East Asia—The Shanghai Case”

CHEN, Junfeng
Doshisha University

Asia is right on the track of urbanization. Declining birth
rates and population ageing, urban economic development and a
speed-up of industrialization are collectively having a profound
impact on environment and society. The shift of the population
from rural to urban areas has changed not only the traditional
relationship between rural and urban areas, but also the existing
interpersonal social network and the psychological awareness
of the urban population. This, together with the demographic
changes of declining birth rates and population ageing, has

also placed an extreme pressure on the existing social welfare

system, seriously affecting the quality and sustainability of cities’
development.

This international symposium, based on a case study
of Shanghai, the biggest city in China, discusses the impact of
urbanization on city environments and residents’ welfare. It has
concluded that the biggest problem of urbanization in China
is that little effort has been made to assist the large number of
migrant workers. Addressing the incomplete urbanization process,
China should shift its focus from quantity to quality, from objects

to people, and from market to humanity.
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Chinese Resource Diplomacy in Central Asia

WATANABE, Shino

Saitama University

Recently China has been enhancing its resource diplomacy
in Central Asia. With the rapidly growing demand for natural
resources as a result of economic development, Central Asia
becomes a promising supplier of resources for China. In addition
to being rich in energy and mineral resources, Central Asia is
contiguous to China. Sharing borders with three Central Asian

countries—Kazakhstan, Tajikistan and Kirgyzstan, China can

import resources from them by land transportation. Moreover,
strengthened ties between China and Central Asia will raise their
capacity to deal with the Muslim radicals who are causing serious
concerns with both parties, contributing to greater stabilization
of the entire area. Under these circumstances, China’s resource

diplomacy in Central Asia is expected to be further intensified.
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