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Fostering China-Japan cooperation for protecting the environment and creating a
beautiful future

LIU, Yiren
Consul general of the People's Republic of China in Osaka

Protecting the living environment for the benefit of
humankind is a common task for the international community.
Since ancient times, China and Japan have shared a history
of cultural communication and a similar outlook toward the
relationship between humans and nature. In addition, cooperation
for environmental protection is an important aspect of the

cooperative relationship between the two countries. China has

a great deal of manpower and a large market, while Japan has

advanced technologies and technical know-how. Cooperation for
environmental protection will be mutually beneficial. The year
2012 is the 40th anniversary of the normalization of diplomatic
relations between China and Japan. We sincerely hope that
cooperation for energy conservation and environmental protection
between the two countries in this memorable year will progress
and help build a more beautiful future for the citizens of both

nations.
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Book Review of Handbook of Chinese Environmental Problems - 2011-2012 edition
edited by the China Environmental Problems Research Group

AKIMICHI, Tomoya

RIHN

In this Handbook, several aspects of updated Chinese
environmental problems have been provided. Special topics on
motorization and atomic power stations have also been discussed.

It should particularly be noted that the Chinese national policy on

atomic power stations has been reconsidered, following the March
2011 tsunami disaster in Japan, which revealed that atomic power
stations are not compatible with environmental conservation but a

serious threat to both human security and the environment.
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Tracing new paths on the roof of the world

Peter Wiegand Trace Foundation

Tibet is land of superlatives. One of
the highest, coldest, driest, and most
sparsely populated places on earth, the
Tibetan Plateau is a truly unique region
and home to one of the world’s great
civilizations. It is also one of the most
challenging places on earth to deliver
human services. Yet, for the past 18
years, Trace Foundation has worked in
the fields of education, healthcare, rural
development, and cultural preservation
and development to improve lives and
strengthen communities across the
plateau. Over the course of our nearly
20-year history we have supported
the publication of more than a million
Tibetan-language books, built or
renovated 50 schools and clinics and,
with more 1000 active scholarships
a year, become the largest provider
of student-support to Tibetans in the
world. As of 2011, we have made a total
investment of over $70 million (USD)
in the future of Tibetan communities.

Trace Foundation was born out of
the experiences of Andrea Soros on
the Tibetan Plateau. After finishing
her undergraduate degree at the
University of Chicago in 1990, Ms.
Soros celebrated with a bike trip across
China, which brought her to the Tibetan
Plateau for the first time. Struck by
the profound natural beauty of the
region and the warmth of the people
she met there, Ms. Soros immediately
felt a deep affinity with the region. The
next year she returned, this time to the
town of Chabcha in Tsolho (Hainan)

Prefecture, in southern Qinghai, to

teach English. The experiences she
had and conversations she began there
gradually grew into the Foundation,
which was established in 1993.

Trace Foundation supports the
continuity and development of
Tibetan language, culture, and places,
and works to improve lives and
strengthen communities on the Tibetan
Plateau. The Foundation partners
with organizations and individuals
throughout the region to drive economic
and social development and strengthen
local culture. Trace Foundation’s first
direct intervention in Tibetan areas
came in the winter of 1995, following
a devastating winter storm in western
Sichuan Province. In the following
eight years the Foundation gradually
established a presence across the
plateau, opening three field offices,
and supporting projects in each of the
five provinces that are home to Tibetan
communities in the PRC.

In 2003, we expanded our approach
and took up direct implementation of
our own development projects. Through
our projects we sought to guarantee
greater accountability, coherence with
our stated aims, and directly measurable
impact over years and even decades.
In 2004 we launched our first cycle of
projects. These first projects focused
on critical areas in the development
of Tibetan communities, including
teaching-methodology training, rural
income generation, and support for
Tibetan medicine.

In the spring of 2008 a wave of

civil unrest shook the Tibetan Plateau,
claiming a number of lives. The
resulting crackdown and ongoing
tightening of restrictions has severely
curtailed the work of international
non-governmental organizations in
the region. Trace Foundation has,
however, remained committed to our
mission. Recognizing the challenges
of the present environment, we have
continued to adapt and to seek out
new opportunities to collaborate and
cooperate for positive change for
Tibetan communities.

Building on the efforts begun
in 2003 with the establishment of
the Foundation’s Latse Library, the
premiere research library dedicated
to contemporary Himalayan cultures
and societies, we have expanded our
efforts at our headquarters to raise
awareness of contemporary Tibetan
communities and to build knowledge
about the Tibetan Plateau. Through
diverse public programs we explore the
current state of the region and models
for economic and social development.
Between 2008 and 2010, we held our
first lecture series, Minority Language
in Today’s Global Society, to highlight
global strategies for minority language
preservation and development, with
a special comparative focus on the
Tibetan case.

In 2008, we launched our new
research fellowship. The fellowship
seeks to expand research on Tibetan
culture and issues critical to the

economic and social development of the
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region. It further provides opportunities
to researchers both in the PRC and
around the globe who would otherwise
be unable to pursue fieldwork.

Through our ever-expanding network

of fellows, scholars, grantees and

friends, the Foundation seeks to keep
alive the conversations that began
20 years ago in Chabcha and have
guided us ever since. As we look to
the future, we continue to adapt to the

ever-changing circumstances of life in

this unique corner of the world, while
remaining true to our long-standing
vision of vibrant Tibetan-communities,

rooted in their heritage, and thriving in

the modern world.

Elementary school

Yaks and livelihood on the Tibetan Plateau
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Huang, S. et al. (2009): Detecting urbanization effects on surface and subsurface thermal environment -- A case study of

Osaka. Science of the Total Environment, 407: 3142-3152.

Taniguchi, M., et al. (2009): Integrated research on subsurface environments in Asian urban areas. Science of the Total

Environment, 407, 3076-3088.
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Report of Japan-China workshop on subsurface warming

TANIGUCHI, Makoto

Comparative Research on Subsurface Global Warming
in Asia (Principal Investigator: Prof. TANIGUCHI, Makoto), a
workshop for joint research between Japan and China, was held on
September 28 and 29, 2011 at Xi'an Jiaotong University in China,
and was hosted jointly with the Resource Institute for Humanity and
Nature (RIHN) Initiative for Chinese Environmental Issues. The
host from China was Professor Shaopeng Huang from the Global

Change Research Institute of Xi'an Jiaotong University. The main
topic of the symposium was the comparison of underground global
warming in cities, suburbs, and farming villages in Japan and China.
Observation results and research plans were discussed regarding the
establishment of an online database for ground temperatures and
subsurface temperatures, and to expand the database on urbanization

via academic and international cooperation.
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Report of the international symposium: Development and Environmental Protection in Arid Lands

JIN, Hongshi
The Faculty of Policy Science, Ryukoku University

On September 5 and 6, 2010, the Institute of Social Sciences
of Ryukoku University, lead by Prof. KITAGAWA, Hideki, and the
Feasibility Study of the Research Institute for Humanity and Nature,
lead by Dr. MURAMATSU, Koichi, co-organized an international
symposium called “Development and Environmental Protection
in Arid Lands.” This symposium was co-sponsored by the Forest
Department of Shaanxi Province. Japanese and Chinese experts
presented empirically-based reports and discussions on several
problems, such as what kind of damage development does to the
natural environment, what kind of plans and institutes are essential
to prevent damages, how a developer who financially benefits from

development pays for the cost of environmental restoration, and to

what extent ecological compensation has been prepared and carried
out. After this symposium, participants conducted a field survey on the
environmental impacts of mining in the Muss Desert in the northern
part of Shaanxi Province. In this field survey, we experienced the
severity of the natural environment and found a successful example
of vegetation restoration and its usefulness in semi-arid deserts. This
example is shedding light on the future of vegetation restoration in
semi-arid regions. We also found some problems as yet unsolved by
environmental policies. Academic communication between natural
scientists of ecology and forest science and social scientists is crucial
to solve the technical problems that vegetation restoration in deserts is

facing.
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