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My personal view: Contemporary China Area Studies — China: What kind of a country it has
become, what sort of challenges it poses, and how should Japan face its emerging neighbor?

WATANABE, Koji

Japan Center for International Exchange

The National Institutes for the Humanities (NIHU) has
commenced the formulation of a joint hub for Contemporary
China Area Studies with six academic institutions (Waseda,
Keio, Tokyo, and Kyoto universities, the Research Institute for
Humanity and Nature, and The Oriental Library), and over the

past four years the work has been successful in terms of setting

up research centers, such as the Center for Contemporary China
Studies and the RIHN Initiative for Chinese Environmental Issues.
The second phase of its activities will begin in 2012. I would like
to take this opportunity to rethink what kind of a country China
has become, what sort of challenges it poses, and some thoughts

as to how Japan should face its emerging neighbor.
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Development in mountainous Southeast China:
Investigation of Huiping Xiang, Quzhou City, Zhejiang Province

Z0U, Yi / Historical Geography Research Center, Fudan University

At the beginning of May 2011, the author conducted
field work at Huiping Xiang, Quzhou City, Zhejiang Province, in
mountainous Southeast China. Prior to the reform and opening-up,
local development depended on the State’s planning system. Since
the reform and opening-up started, the regional government has
begun considering market trends and macro policies, which has led
to support for the limestone industry and contributed to the pollution
of the environment. Although the government has, in turn, started

exploring solutions for the development of the tourist industry, it

is now encountering the risk of competition with the trade sector.
Private capital tends to attempt to understand the markets through
policy. Regional governments’ support policies are limited to terms
where the private sector makes decisions based on its own discretion.
Faults in regional governments’ policymaking, such as the neglect of
environmental problems, are not addressed, and development models
that lack individuality are becoming major issues within the surge
of private capital free riders. Caution regarding such malpractice is

particularly necessary in mountainous districts that lack convenient
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The establishment and management of the Amur Okhotsk Consortium

SHIRAIWA, Takayuki

Institute of Low Temperature Science, Hokkaido University

The Amur-Okhotsk Project (AOP) of RIHN found
that primary production in the Sea of Okhotsk and Oyashio
region depended on dissolved iron transported from the Amur
River and its watershed. This is called “Giant Fish-Breeding
Hypothesis (GFBF)”. The sustainability of the GFBF is,

however, threatened by global warming trend and excessive

land-use changes. We therefore established the Amur Okhotsk
Consortium as a multinational academic network to discuss
the conservation and sustainable use of the GFBF. The urgent
task of the Amur Okhotsk Consortium it to open the data from
various oceanographic researches conducted after Fukushima

Daiichi Nuclear Power Plant accident.
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Feasibility Study: “The History of Human-Water Interactions in
East Asian Livelihood Complexes”

MURAMATSU, Koichi

Research Institute for Oriental Cultures, Gakushuin University,
Research Institute for Humanity and Nature

The objectives of this study are to describe the history of
human-water relationships within a set of livelihood complexes in four
areas of the Loess Plateau. In addition, by constructing a state-of-the-art

map of environmental history of the Loess Plateau, this study will
design a framework of practical countermeasures to solve environmental
problems that emanate from the Plateau.
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Improving environmental governance in China: Design and enforcement of environmental assessment system
KITAGAWA, Hideki / Faculty of Policy Science, Ryukoku University

Environmental assessment systems are expected to be effectively
applied as systems for the prevention of environmental pollution and
destruction in China, in spite of its rapid economic development.
However, problems have been identified, including a lack of correction
and public participation. Another difficulty is the question of damage relief
for environmental problems that have already occurred. Regarding the
question of how a system for prevention and relief must be design, and

how its smooth enforcement must be planned along with improvements
on the legislative side, there has been movement by environmental
protection courts and public environment lawsuits, even in the field of
judicial administration, and enthusiastic discussions have taken place in
the academic world. The issue is the manner in which a system should
be developed wherein priority is given to scientific decisions from the
perspective of sustainability and impartial third-party checks are devised.
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On the effective methods of partially amending the Environmental Protection Law of PR.C

Wang Jin

Peking University Law School

The 2011 Environmental Protection Law amendment
is seen as being a “restrictive amendment.” However, since
the aim of this amendment is to increase the effectiveness of
environmental laws from the new starting point of forming
China’s characteristic socialist legal system, problems that
hinder the enforcement of these environmental laws must be
solved. In view of these circumstances, it should be understood
that rather than a perfect system for environmental laws, the
belief of China’s constitutional government in environmental
protection and the path of its development should be made

public. The Environmental Protection Law is positioned as a

basic law with regard to environmental protection and relevant
fields, by standardizing and institutionalizing current methods
that are deemed by the environmental protection department to
be implemented and practiced effectively, as well as the views
on the protection of the environment and the resources that the
various departments have already agree upon. Thereafter, if the
points at issue are amended and applied as a whole to the field
of environment/resources protection, it should be possible to
finally achieve success with the “restrictive amendments” of the

Environmental Protection Law.
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Turn of environmental justice and environmental lawsuit in China

LV, Zhongmei

Dean, Hubei University of Economics

Recently, China’ s administration of environmental
justice has been greatly developed. Presently, China is
amending its code of legal procedure and is attempting
to provide a legal basis for environmental justice and
public environment lawsuits. The Supreme People’ s
Court, via regional courts, is backing the clarification of
the establishment of specialist environment inspection

organizations, such as environmental protection

courts, and it is supporting environmental justice
and public environment lawsuits in terms of judicial
policy. Courthouses at each level actively receive public
environment lawsuits from which they are garnering
experience in environmental legislation. Meanwhile,
the national school for judges is conducting magisterial
practice, which in turn is providing trained personnel for

the administration of environmental justice.
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Dealing with the juggernaut: Restoring
ecosystem services in a rubber monoculture

Rhett Harrison Xishuangbanna Tropical Botanical Garden, CAS

Tropical ecosystems are increasingly
managed for single commodities, such
as rubber, oil palm, or wood pulp, with
a concomitant erosion of ecosystem
services and rural living standards. In
southern China, conversion of natural
forest to monoculture rubber plantations
has led to severe degradation of
ecosystem services and is threatening
the livelihoods of indigenous groups.
For example, in Menglun township,
Xishuangbanna prefecture (33500
ha, N21.936°, E101.250°), the value
of ecosystem services dropped by an
estimated 27% (US$11.4 M) from
1988 to 2006 as rubber expanded
from 12% to 46% of the town's land
area. Consequences include reduced
and polluted water supplies, soil
degradation, soil erosion, reduced
dry-season fog, which is altering local
climates, and biodiversity and NTFP
losses. The loss of forests and the
NTEFPs these supplied has also upset
traditional trade relationships among
ethnic groups, and affected other
cultural services. Impacts on water
resources have been so severe in some
townships that villages have had to
relocate and dry-season water shortages
are commonplace. Indeed the impact on
hydrological functions and local climate
calls into question the sustainability of
the entire rubber industry as currently
practised.

Monoculture rubber now covers
2M ha across Indo-China, including S.
China, Laos, Vietnam, Cambodia and N.

Thailand, and is increasing by 100k ha

per year. The impairment of ecosystem
services over such a substantial area,
coupled with growing economic
dependence on a single commodity, will
likely limit the region's ability to cope
with climate change and is reducing
the living standards of millions of rural
inhabitants.

Addressing the problems of
monoculture rubber involves
combining research on (i) livelihood
and economics, (ii) ecology and
environmental sciences, and (iii)
governance. Crucially, although rubber
has increased incomes in portions of the
rural population, the benefits are highly
unevenly distributed. The economic
consequences of ecosystem service
degradation need to be quantified across
ethnic, gender, and age groups and
over a range of spatial and temporal
scales. Also, current understanding
of ecological responses to land-use
change is based on correlative surveys
of prior land-use changes. Without
controlled experiments, we cannot
develop predictive models for restoring
ecosystem services. For example, if
a rubber company agrees / is coerced
to forgo 10% of its rubber yield, what
is the most efficient way to enhance
ecosystem services? Should one
plant riverine corridors, or native
species in the understorey, or recreate
natural-forest patches? Is patch
replacement with native rainforest
better than using canopy enrichment
planting over approximately twice the

area? We not aware of any examples

of manipulative landscape-scale
experiments designed to evaluate
alternative treatments for restoring
ecosystem services. At Xishuangbanna
Tropical Botanical Garden we are
developing just such an experiment.
In this study we will conduct
before-treatment baseline surveys of
livelihoods and ecosystem functions
(biodiversity, soil fertility, greenhouse
gases and water) and assess the
treatment effects over a 20+ year period.
Ultimately, by combining ecosystem
function and livelihood outcomes from
our restoration experiments, we hope
to formulate policy for establishing
a “Green Rubber” landscape that
efficiently restores ecosystem services,
while maintaining income from rubber
production.

A critical element of the study will
be the involvement of the “Leadership
Group for Environmentally Friendly
Rubber”. This is a tri-partite consortium
involving local government, the rubber
industry, including both companies
and small-holder communities, and
researchers. The involvement of critical
stakeholders and policy-makers from
the outset will not only ensure that the
research is supported, but that realistic
solutions are proposed. Together the
LGEFR will develop and test different
governance options for achieving
'Green Rubber'. Ultimately, we hope
that this will establish a model for the
management of tropical plantation
crops and the protection of ecosystem

services throughout the tropics.
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