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Research into the Third Pole Theory
YONEMOTO, Shohei

Research Center for Advanced Science and Technology, Tokyo University

Chinese researchers regard the Tibetan plateau and the
Himalayan region as the "third pole", after the North and South
Poles, and are calling for comprehensive research related to the

impacts of global warming in the area and the countermeasures

that may be taken. Glacier shrinkage is a global phenomenon.
Recognizing the complex political dimentions of the long-term effects
of global warming, we should refrain from making paternalistic

commentaries about particular policies.
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Book Review: AKIMCHI, Tomoya (ed.)

"Water and Civilization: A New Perspective on Control and Co-exsistence"

NAKAWO, Masayoshi

National Institutes for the Humanities

Using examples from around the world, this book book says. It is generally considered that its exceedingly diverse
examines the relationship between humankind and bodies multicultural makeup is what kept the civilization alive. If this
of water throughout history. The diversity of the cultures is is indeed the case, then it is in the interests of modern society to
astounding. Of the great ancient civilizations, the Yellow River promote cultural diversity in order to survive.

Valley Civilization is the only one that did not collapse, the
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Book review: LI, Yushang “Ocean Ebb and Flow: the Environment Changes and Fish
from the Yellow and Bohai Seas (1368-1958)”

ICHIKAWA, Tomo
Shanghai Jiao Tong University

This book proposes that the quantitative changes has undergone cyclical changes due to anomalies in global
observed in the marine life along the Chinese coast are not weather patterns caused by factors such as large volcanic
due to human activities, but rather, that they are due to natural eruptions and their effect on temperatures. By analyzing the
changes in the environment. During the past 600 years since fluctuations in these fish stocks, we can infer how natural
the 14th century, the abundance of Pacific herring and yellow environmental changes may affect humankind.

croaker, species that are common to the Yellow and Bohai seas,
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Building New Clean Water Networks in China:
Challenges and Opportunities for Protecting Lake Tai
MARSTERS, Peter

Woodrow Wilson Center

LIU, Kexin Clean Air Task Force

Going green

Green is “in” today in China — green five-year plans,
green energy policies, green banking, and green cities are all
the rage. Over the past year columnist Tom Friedman of The
New York Times has written countless op-eds on China’s
green revolution. However, after nearly all of China’s major
lakes turned green from toxic algae, the public response and
newspaper headlines were clearly less positive.

China’s lakes are facing a pollution crisis and the most
publicized on this front is Lake Tai, China’s third largest lake
that lies on the border of Jiangsu and Zhejiang provinces.
Despite years of investment in pollution control, Lake Tai
remains stubbornly green with toxic cyanobacteria blooms
stemming from the multitude of industrial, agricultural, and
municipal pollution sources. This large yet shallow 2,250
square kilometer lake is the lifeblood of the surrounding
provinces and for Shanghai as well. The Lake Tai basin is
China’s second most prosperous industrial and agricultural
area, producing 17.4 percent of the country’s GDP in 2009.
The lake supplies water to 30 million people in the watershed
and also supports a rich fishing industry.

In August 2009, the China Environment Forum (CEF)
at the Woodrow Wilson International Center for Scholars and
its partners — the Institute of Developing Economies (IDE)
in Japan and the Center for Environmental Management and
Policy (CEMP) at Nanjing University — began a two-year
project that aims to build a network of U.S., Japanese, and
Chinese business, civil society, research, and government
representatives to explore market, public-private partnership,
and multi-stakeholder strategies to stem pollution problems
in Lake Tai. The project is supported by a grant from the
Japan Foundation’s Center for Global Partnership and
internal resources from the three partners. The exchanges
as well as research by the project partners will inform a
trilingual brief on strategies and tools for lake protection that

are applicable to China and outline specific opportunities

for international — especially joint U.S. — Japanese-water
cooperation in China.
Assembling the team for building a clean water network

The first activity carried out for this project was a
two-day workshop at Nanjing University in January 2010
that brought together a diverse group of government, NGO,
industry, and research professionals from the Lake Tai
watershed to participate in highly interactive discussions with
their international counterparts. Participants learned about
some of the key drivers of Lake Tai’s complex pollution
problems and discussed possible policy, market, transparency,
and scientific strategies used in the United States and Japan
that could prevent and/or remediate pollution in Lake Tai.

Following the Nanjing workshop, CEF and its
partners formed a tri-national research team to participate
in two exchanges to expore water pollution prevention
strategies in lakes in the United States and Japan. The
Chinese team includes Nanjing University researchers,
local government officials, grassroots green groups, and one
proactive businessman. Many on the team are participants
in CEMP’s community roundtable in Yixing, which aspires
to create multi-stakeholder dialogues to promote better lake
protection efforts and inform the design of a water pollution
trading pilot project. Japanese researchers from IDE have
been assisting CEMP in joint research on the community
roundtable project.
Bay and lake restoration in the United States

The second major activity of the project concluded
in August 2010 with Chinese and Japanese members of the
Lake Tai research team visiting Washington, DC; Annapolis,
Maryland; Chicago, Illinois; and Northern Indiana to study
strategies, partnerships, and lessons learned in controlling
water pollution in the United States. In Annapolis, the
Chesapeake Bay Foundation introduced the Lake Tai team
to the environmental scorecard tool that they developed to

help broadly and clearly distribute information about the bay’
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s environmental quality in order to galvanize more effective
action by all stakeholders.

In workshops in Washington, DC the group learned
about the evolution of water pollution regulation under
the Clean Water Act and gained insight into progress and
challenges facing water pollution trading pilot projects in a
handful of U.S. states.

The two days of talking to researchers, NGOs, and
business representatives who have been key in driving the
creation and implementation of the Great Lakes Restoration
Plan in Chicago and Northern Indiana exposed the Lake Tai
group to a unique model of multi-stakeholder cooperation

that has improved the governance of the largest lake basin in

the United States.
Wrapping up

The second and final year of this project will wrap up
with a research exchange in Japan that will include a one-day
symposium in Tokyo and one day of meetings with business,
government, and NGOs working on clean water policies
and projects and green supply chains in Tokyo. The group
will also take a two-day trip to meet with experts who have
worked to promote multi-stakeholder initiatives to clean up
Lake Suwa and Lake Biwa.

While the group of participants from China is small, the
team comprises key stakeholders in lake and water protection
and we hope that our research, workshops, and networking

will help empower them to truly “green” Lake Tai.
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The Environment Deteriorates as Environmental Research “Prospers”

ZHANG, Yulin

School of Social and Behavioral Sciences, Nanjing University

In contrast to the overall deterioration in the natural immediate academic disciplines. Fundamentally, this is due to

environment of China, the amount of environmental research the current mass-production mindset which values the quantity of

currently being conducted there has increased markedly in recent
years. However, the tangible results of this research have been
overshadowed by the concomitant increase in the overall quantity. In
terms of environmental research in the social sciences, very few of
the academic texts that have been published on research conducted

within the last 30 years have exerted any influence beyond their

papers produced over the quality of the research required to produce
them. In conjunction with the current national examination system,
such a mindset has the effect of overlooking important research
which requires time and effort, and lowers the overall level of

environmental research.
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The Path and Choice of Development of Stock Farmer’s Cooperative
Economic Organization in Inner Mongolia

Aorenqi
Inner Mongolia Academy of Social Science

The negative aspects associated with the activities
of small, family-run, stock farming operations on the
Mongolian-Manchurian grasslands are becoming increasing
apparent. Of these, the disruption of the grassland ecosystem

is considered by many researchers to be the most severe

anthropogenic impact in these environments. However, recently,
advocates of a new collaborative-based economic system in the
pastures have proposed developing a harmonious society by
combining aspects of the nomadic culture with modern technology

in a synergistic manner.
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The Hmong People and Language in China

TAGUCHI, Yoshihisa
Faculty of Letters, Chiba University

Chinese is not the only language spoken in China; there are language borrows many loan words from Chinese, but does so
a number of languages spoken by minority groups. The Hmong in a rather unique manner. This is considered to have arisen as an
people, originally from the Guizhou Province, have been creating a isolating/a protection mechanism, protecting the Hmong language
bilingual society with Hmong and Chinese languages. The Hmong from the pervasive influence of Chinese.
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