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Local Initiative Toward the Prevention of Global Warming

UETA, Kazuhiro
Kyoto University

The methane gas recovery business in agricultural
communities in China has resulted in a reduction in greenhouse
gas emissions. The reason why the business was able to proceed
was that it provided a concrete improvement in the farmers’

lifestyles and the improvement was linked to the reduction in

greenhouse gases. The regional administration played a large
role in the promotion of the business and the incorporation
of a local initiative wherein the local people and the regional
administration cooperated proved to be indispensable in

preventing global warming.
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Book Review: SATO, Yo-ichiro (ed.) “Agricultural History in Eurasia”

NISHITANI, Masaru

National Museum of Japanese History

The historical interaction between agriculture and the
environment in Eurasia over the past 10,000 years was divided
into three agricultural climates: the Mugi Agriculture Zone;
the Monsoon Agriculture Zone; and the Vegeculture Zone,
and examined from an interdisciplinary standpoint aimed at
deciphering it in addition to extending it to encompass a search
for the role of agriculture in the future. If the history of mankind

is viewed within a large framework, it is evident that it has

followed a steady path of growth. However, we noticed that
there may be a problem in sustaining the growth strategy in
itself under current conditions. It is both novel and interesting
that researchers in various fields have tried to reevaluate it by
considering the inverse possibility that while agriculture has
sought to solve the food problem, it may have contributed to

actually destroying the environment.
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International Symposium on Development and Environment, Livelihood, and Health in Southwestern

An international symposium, which is held annually by
RIHN-China, was held on 2 December at Yunnan University. There
were reports and discussions on historical changes of the disease control,
health problems caused by economic development, and rubber planting

China

MATSUNAGA, Kohe
RIHN-China

in the border regions between China and Laos, etc. Finally, in light of
the aforementioned discussions, there was a passionate comprehensive
debate from the viewpoint of what environmental research should do and
what is necessary with regard to realizing ecological health in China.
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Introduction of the Center for Studies of Chinese Southwest’s Borderland Ethnic

Minorities of Yunnan University

HE, Ming

Center for Studies of Chinese Southwest’s Borderland Ethnic Minorities, Yunnan University

The Center for Studies of Chinese Southwest’s
Borderland Ethnic Minorities of Yunnan University was
established in 2001. It is one of the Key Research Bases
for Humanities and Social Science which the Ministry of
Education of the People’s Republic of China is establishing
in 100 locations throughout the country. Five research
institutions including: the Kuige Research Office; Research
Office of Ethnic Relations and Problems; Frontier
Problems and Transborder Ethnic Groups Research
Office; Non-materialistic Minority Cultural Assets
Research Office; the Visual Anthropology Laboratory
and the library are affiliated with the Center. There is

currently a total of 19 staff members. Current research

topics are centering on: the ethnic minority groups in
Southwestern China (in particular, the Tyigh, the Hani,
the Naxi, the Bouxcuengh and unclassified ethnic groups);
the relationships between the southwestern ethnic groups;
anthropological economics and economic problems of the
minority ethnic groups; anthropology and the development
of cultural industries in the minority ethnic group regions;
Boundary Studies; Ethnic Political Science; China and the
transborder ethnic groups of China and Southeast Asia;
pictorial anthropology and the non-materialistic cultural
assets and traditional knowledge of minority ethnic

groups; as well as on other areas.
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Yunnan Mushroom Dishes

YUMOTO, Takakazu
RIHN
I summarized my experiences regarding the use of edible difficult, which would make them a minor dish. Among the top
wild mushrooms observed in Kunming and Chuxiong when we ten great delicious mushrooms of Yunnan Province and the wild
visited Yunnan Province from August 1-7, 2010. I had a hypothesis fungi, I encountered during my stay, all had either morphological or
that the diversity of mushrooms was so great in the laurel forest ecologically conspicuous characteristics with the exception of the
zone that it made differentiating the edible and poisonous ones boletus and were readily distinguished from related species.
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Wood Identification and the Study of
Wood Culture in China and Japan

MERTZ, Mechtild RIHN

The study and material analysis
of sculptures, ancient buildings
and excavated wooden remains
contributes to the understanding of
past human-nature relationships. Wood
identification of Buddhist sculptures in
Japan has more than 60 years of history.
The knowledge of the wood species has
now become general knowledge among
Japanese art historians worldwide.
As for excavated wooden remains, a
survey of excavated wooden objects
from Japanese archeological sites
published in 1988 by Shimaji Ken
and Itoh Takao examined 50,000
microscopically identified wooden
artifacts. A revised edition including
more than 250,000 wooden objects
in more than 60,000 entries will soon
be published by Itoh Takao conjointly
with archaeologists led by Yamada

Masahisa. Regarding architectural

(@ Watermoon Guanyin, Art Institute of Chicago
Southern Song Dynasty (1129—1279), Size: H.
=114.4 cm, D. = 97.8 cm, wood with polychromy
and gilding

wooden structures in Japan, various
wood identification campaigns were
undertaken by the Research Institute
for Sustainable Humanosphere
(former Wood Research Institute)
of Kyoto University and the Nara
Cultural Properties Research Institute.
An example is the palace (Goten) of
the Imperial Villa, Katsura RikyQ #
#ft = , Kyoto (built in 1615), led by
Mitsutani Takumi. These examples
show that in Japan, wood identification,
often supported by the Ministry of
Culture (Bunkachd), is an important

research field widely accepted among

human scientists. Wishing to extend

(2) Sampling. A sample is taken from a crack at the
underside of the sculpture. The sample is mounted
on a slide for microscopic identification. This
sculpture was identified as being made of Paulownia

sp./ TR .

(® Maitreya Hall, one of the 11 buildings of the
Serkhang temple complex (gser rkang), Huang-nan,
Jianzha county, Ngangla village &5 g 2L & . All
main pillars were identified as Picea sp./ =7 L J&

this approach to China, we undertook
several wood identification campaigns.

The research on Chinese Buddhist
sculptures based on wood identification
has been undertaken since 2003 by
the author together with Professor
Itoh Takao at the Research Institute of
Sustainable Humanosphere of Kyoto
University. We analyzed the wood
species of about 150 Buddhist and
Deity sculptures from several western
Asian art museums (Brussels, Cologne,
Munich, Zurich, Paris, Cologne,
Chicago [photos (D and @) ], and New
York), revealing that the wood species
used in Chinese Buddhist sculptures
(Paulownia, Salix, Tilia, Populus, and
Juniperus) are completely different
from those used in Japan (Cinnamomum
camphora, Chamaecyparis obtusa, and
Torreya nucifera). The Metropolitan
Museum of Art recently published a
catalog entitled “Wisdom Embodied:
Chinese Buddhist and Daoist Sculpture
in The Metropolitan Museum of Art”
(2010), which contains our chapter on
the wood analyses of 30 statues.

As for Chinese excavated wooden

(@ Landscape surrounding Ngangla village. On the
150km trip from Xining to the Serkhang temple all
the hills and mountains seemed to be completely
deforested
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artifacts, 600 remains (ship parts
tools, vessels, and even a sculpture)
of the sunken fleet of Kublai Khan
(1215-1294), from the second attack
of Japan in 1281, have been unearthed
along the coast of Takashima
Island JE B (Nagasaki prefecture).
The samples were investigated
by Mitsutani Takumi, Itoh Takao,
myself, Pan Biao, and Luo Jianyan
of Nanjing Forestry University. The
main wood species of the ship timber
were Cinnamomum camphora, Ulmus,
Cunninghamia lanceolata, and Pinus
subgen. Diploxylon, but a number of
southeast Asian timber species were
identified as well.

The identification of the wood
species used in Chinese ancient

buildings consisted of the investigation

of the Serkhang monastery (Qinghai
province) [photo 3 ], temple and
courtyard buildings of the Hutong
area (Beijing), three temples in Lhasa,
and the Sangiin Dalai monastery
(Mongolia). We therefore cooperated
with the Tibet Heritage Fund g3 3 {t.
KNt 344> (THF), a nonprofit
organization involved in the sustainable
development of communities and traditional
settlements within the Tibetan cultural
realm. For the restoration of historic
monuments, local people are trained in
ancient techniques by a Tibetan chief
carpenter. The wood identification of
the Serkhang monastery (Picea, and
Pinus subgen. Diploxylon) showed its
timber usage since the 15th century.
It allowed us to carefully select the

appropriate timber for restoration as

well as to set off discussions on the
natural environment as, at present, the
surrounding hills and mountains are
completely deforested [photo @ ]. In
the past, have the original logs been
imported over the Yellow River, for
example, or been cut in nearby forests?
Wood identification provides
scientists from various fields
with basic data that allow further
investigation into various directions
through an interdisciplinary approach.
The knowledge of the wood species
that possesses ancient cultural
properties sheds light on human-nature
relationships throughout history.

Tree names
Picea sp. spruce A =g
Pinus subgen. Diploxylon two-leaved pine I “En
Paulownia sp. paulownia, foxglove tree FUE ML
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Distinguishing Shades of Green in Environmental Restoration

Alatangimuge

Global School of Humanities and Social Sciences, Chiba University

Afforestation in the Kubugqi desert, Inner Mongolia, China, afforestation as ecologically desirable. A more common perception
is socially constructed by the leading government, researcher and of local inhabitants is that grasslands, which are often seen by
volunteer communities as “environmental restoration” because “restoration” actors as sites for afforestation, provide greater
these actors see planting trees as equivalent to afforestation, and ecological and livelihood benefits to local populations.
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