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Knowing the “difference” is the key to Sino-Japanese cooperation

AMAKO, Satoshi

Director, Contemporary Chinese Area Studies, NIHU Program
Faculty of International Research and Education, Waseda University

At the beginning of 2010 this year, I had the marvelous
opportunity of visiting the “Shanghai Expo.” I was rather
impressed to notice that the fundamental concepts of the Japan
Pavilion and the China Pavilion were contrastive. If it could be
explained in words, it could be said that Japan is “a world of
stillness,” while China is “a world of movement.” The state of

the mutual cooperation between Japan and China is suggested

in this description. That is, the Chinese vigor could serve as a
key to a second leap taken by the ailing Japanese economy. On
the other hand, the Japanese framework of a harmonious society
would be greatly helpful for China to realize such a “harmonious
society,” which China aims to adopt. Sino-Japanese cooperation
may become a key for creating the new model of “sustainable

development” in Asia.
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Book review: Bao, Maohong“Environmental Governance in China
and Environmental Cooperation in Northeastern Asia”

HARA, Motoko

Ryutsu Keizai University

This book describes the manner in which the national
environmental policy, environmental governance, and
environmental NGOs appeared, the manner in which they
changed, and their achievements after the founding of the
Chinese Republic. Particularly, the author validates the role of

China’s Great Western Development Strategy and the Beijing

Olympics in the environment policy. Additionally, through
a survey of the environmental history of Japan, Korea, and
China, the author has discussed the potential for environmental
cooperation in East Asia, which might be based on their common

environmental culture.
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Research on the Water Culture of Ethnic Minorities in Yunnan and Changes in Water
Environment: Exploration, achievement, and outcomes

ZHENG, Xiaoyun

Yunnan Academy of Sciences

The outcomes of the project on The Water Culture of
Yunnan Ethnic Minorities shows that the water cultures of the
ethnic minorities in Yunnan still plays an important role in
current sustainable development. It informs us of the fact that
water culture cannot be ignored when confronting a water crisis
and in the treatment of water environment; therefore, water

resources should be protected against climate changes. Further,

research shows that the emergence of the water crisis, along with
the loss of the traditional water culture, is a consequence of the
worsening in the water environment during development, and
the ethnic minorities” water culture continues to be lost owing
to the current social transformation. Therefore, future research

should emphasize the adoption of the ethnic water cultures.
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A report on the 7th international symposium on Chinese Disaster History

FUKUSHI, Yuki
RIHN

This article is a report on the 7th international symposium five sessions on “Environmental disaster history,” “Research on

on Chinese Disaster History held from August 21 to August historical materials of disaster history,” “History of diseases,”
22. The main topic of the symposium this year was “Disasters “Disasters and social changes of Southwest China,” and “Disaster
and Social Changes in Southwest China.” About sixty scholars and salvation.”

from China, Singapore, and Japan passionately debated in the
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Changes in malaria region of Yunnan

ZHOU, Qiong

Institute for South-eastern Environmental History, Yunnan University

Malaria is a natural phenomenon comprising special
environments such as topography, climate, and organism
clusters. Yunnan is a conspicuous malaria region. In Yunnan, the

distribution of malaria is concentrated in the tropical humid river

basins, having contracted into the mountain regions and hillsides
from the lowlands and basins where development has been rapid
associated with historical developments and changes to the

natural environment.
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Water supply development and the malaria epidemic in Taiwan of the 1930s

KU, Ya-wen
Graduate Institute of History, Changhua University of Education

After the 1970’s, research on “Developo-genic Disease”
has been proposed as part of the criticism of colonization and
modernization, and it provides a good perspective on the study of
the environmental history of disease. A large-scale developmental
activity destroyed the equilibrium between the human and the
pathogen because it led to mass migration and modified the original
environmental condition. The death rate from malaria gradually

decreased in Taiwan under the Japanese rule. On the contrary, there
has been an increase in the rate of those who contracted the disease
since the 1930’s. This tendency was especially significant in the
southern part of Taiwan. This is probably related to the social and
ecological changes caused by both the development of the Jianan
Irrigation Canal and its water supply.
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Social-environment and AIDS/STI epidemic in mainland China

CAI, Guoxi
RIHN

China had 700,000 people who were HIV positive and
85,000 AIDS patients until 2007; the spread of HIV/AIDS in China
has been a matter of concern. Yunnan province has had the highest
number of cases (40,000-60,000) of HIV-1 infections, but with time,
the characteristics of HIV/AIDS infection have undergone a change.
China’s CDC, multiple international organizations and global
funds, local NGOs, and research institutes face many difficulties

in preventing the spread of HIV/AIDS in high risk populations.
The high risk populations include intravenous drug users, female
sex workers, youth, and migrants; the risk factors include cultural
differences that are difficult to cope with, stigma, social beliefs,
abuse, and health promotion consciousness. HIV/AIDS prevention
faces multiple difficulties among high risk populations. Future
studies should examine effective interventions in this regard.
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