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Global environmental issues and diversity

NAKAWO, Masayoshi

Director, Center for Area Studies, National Institutes for the Humanities

Environmental issues are a result of complex causes
and multifarious cause-effect relationships. Measures against
environmental issues can themselves be influential and may
incite unexpected problems. Therefore, we must assume that

“unexpected” changes will occur. In order to accommodate

unexpected changes we have to initially secure a diverse
platform for academic research; in other words, it is essential
to guarantee academic freedom. That is to say, ensuring variety

also in academia is a strategy for human survival.
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NIHU Network of Contemporary Chinese Studies third Symposium
“Environmental Issues: The Futurabilitty of China”

MATSUNAGA, Koheti

RIHN-China

An international symposium, which is held annually by the
Network of Contemporary Chinese Studies at the National Institute
for the Humanities, was held on 30 and 31 January at the Kyoto
University Clock Tower Centennial Hall on the subject of environmental
problems. In addition to the keynote speech on the current state of
Chinese environmental problems, there were reports and discussions on
historical changes involving the environment and people in China, trends

in the Chinese environmental industry that have gained momentum
dramatically in recent years, central and local government concerning the
actual state of the system for lodging objections and the implementation
of environmental policy, and the role of NGOs, etc. Finally, in light of the
aforementioned discussions, there was a passionate comprehensive debate
from the viewpoint of what should environmental research do and what is
necessary with regard to solving environmental problems in China.
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Urban planning strategy for harmony between people and nature

ICHINOSE, Toshiak1

National Institute for Environmental Studies

In general, access to an urban spatial information database
is difficult in China. To achieve the urban planning that will
realize harmony between people and nature in China, we need 1)
to respect the tradition of “Feng Shui” for creating a comfortable
living environment based on methods of urban and building

design, and 2) to promote the environmentally-friendly design

on a scientific baseis, in emphasizing the consensus-making
process and the establishment of an urban spatial information
database. Chinese cities, therefore, have a higher probability of
realizing more successful cases than do cities in Japan and other

countries.
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International symposium: Urbanization and Environmental Issues in China

Z0U, Yi
Historical Geography Research Center, Fudan University

On 2 November 2009, an international symposium on
“Progressive Urbanization and Environmental Problems in
China”, jointly hosted by the Research Institute of Nature and
Humanities and the Historical Geography Research Center of
Fudan University, was held in the Guanghua Building, Fudan
University. Twenty-three scholars from both China and Japan
reported and discussed research based on the four topics of

“Cultural Transformations due to Urban Expansion”, “Urban and

agricultural village environmental problems caused by human
migration from Farming villages to Cities”, “Urban history”, and
“Lifestyle changes and the urban environment”.

This conference was in accord with the “Better City,
Better Life” theme of Expo 2010, Shanghai, China, so numerous
well-known media in Shanghai, such as the Jiefang Daily,

covered the event with interest.
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Introduction of the Historical Geography Research Center of Fudan University

MAN, Zhimin

Director, Historical Geography Research Center, Fudan University

The Historical Geography Research Center of
Fudan University is a specialist research organization set up
independently within Fudan University. There are 22 specialist
researchers, who are involved in researching historical

natural geography, historical human geography, and historical

geographical information, etc. Overall performance and
academic results are top class within China, and currently, the
Center’s focus is on developing international exchange and

cooperation.
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Introduction of the Center for Historical Environment and

Socio-Economic Development in Northwest China of Shaanxi Normal University

HOU, Yongjian

Director, Center for Historical Environment and Socio-Economic Development

in Northwest China, Shaanxi Normal University

At Shaanxi Normal University, the Center for Historical
Environment and Socio-Economic Development in Northwest
China was established in March 2000, based on the Institution of
Historical Geography, itself established in 1987. The following
are the main research fields: "Environmental Change in the
Yellow River Basin", "Historical Geography of Agriculture and
Livestock", "Historical Geography of the Ancient Capitals and
Cities", and "Environment and Socio-Economic Development in

Northwest China", together with some related subjects.

The Center has a research laboratory, the "RS and GIS
Laboratory for Historical Landscape", while one research and
fieldwork base has been built in Jingbian county of Shaanxi
province, named "Tongwan Eco-city Reconstruction Base".
For several decades the Center has edited a quarterly, "Journal
of Chinese Historical Geography", and it has also published
a number of booklets in the "Historical Environment and

Socio-Economic Development Research Books™ series.
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Report on tree growth and condition

in the Tongwancheng green urban recovery zone, 2002-2010

ZHANG, Xian-gong

Center for Historical Environment and Socio-Economic Development in Northwest China, Shaanxi Normal University

Volunteers have planted trees in the Tongwancheng green
urban recovery zone on 10 separate occasions since the zone was

established in 2002. We recently investigated tree growth and

condition in the zone in order to suggest how the green recovery

project can be improved.
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Currents
+ “Ten-Chi-Jin” is expanding

“Ten-Chi-Jin” will now include a section on emerging national and
international trends in the research of Chinese environmental issues. Please
watch for it.

+ Symposium on Development and Environment, Livelihood, and
Health in Southwestern China

A focal theme for RTIHN-China for fiscal 2010 is development and
environment, livelihood, and health in Southwestern China. On November,
2010, RIHN-China and Yunnan University will cosponsor an international
symposium in Kunming, China. Study meetings related to the theme of
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“development and environment, livelihood, and health in Southwestern
China” will also be held. Please see the RIHN-China website (http://www.chi
kyu.ac.jp/rihn-china/) for more information.

- The Chinese Environmental Issues Portal is now available

“The Chinese Environmental Issues Portal (http://www.chikyu.ac.jp
/rihn-china/activity.html)” has been launched. It will provide information
to all social actors interested in meetings, symposia and recent publications
regarding environmental issues in China. We welcome your contributions and
announcements. Please send e-mail to rihn-china@chikyu.ac.jp.
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