RIHN-China Newsletter (&odF )  woammpssemrrn PEBRIESREMRENLS

RNuuAL

NI —DiEIFE
®E g W —2

ADEERIE L BAARE— TR I

BV BEFEE - LR - ERTEIS
BREAAN—4

FEBEBXIL & RIEE R i EREOBE
B o E—6

FehEFR L & SRR O
iR EE e BB 8

HEDREHE
a/N\—k-IT77—F —10
HREORE

' R f—2
RIT - KA DR FEIS—KERREE
)::|
B MM —14
X - i - A1) —HE - EMNEDELXIL
RUDBREICDOWNT
B & ®—76

%]O% No.10

’ July 2010 |

ISSN 1882-3580

BEHEROBHTES, B2 o HEHAL LD ) 505 5, WEFMEFMIETC T, 2008 £4£ 8 F/NIHEZ i

Contents
FEE BRI TEIX

®E & W 2

AEMEERES SR — “SHX
B HMEZERE - £75 - XLER
BEBEAN—4

BETEARX M SMERRZEARILE
B o N—06

‘“FEARXLSHRESRERILE” B

e EHEB L — 8
HENFANE

5 = B 10
SEmEE

& R —12

%8GR EEE IO TIREENER
‘E \

A EHE N —14
“X -t - \P—E - SNERFEL
S5OBRE

m & B —16

A grief of baiji, Chinese river dolphin
AKIMICHI, Tomoya —— 2

Human Life, Aging and Disease in High-altitude
Environments: Physio-medical, Ecological and Cultural
Adaptation in “Highland Civilizations”

OKUMIYA, Kiyohito —— 4

Advanced Forum on Southwestern Chinese Culture

and Environment .
HUANG, Baiquan — 6

The excursion of the “Advanced Forum on South
western Chinese Culture and Environment”

SATO,Renya — 8

Environmental education in China
EFIRD, Rob — 10

Mongolian steppe
SHINOHARA, Toru —— 12

From paddy field to aquaculture pond: Shifts of
wetland economy in the Yangtze area

MAKIBAYASHI, Keisuke —— 14

“Heaven, earth and man” : Historical culture and
ethnic minority in Guizhou Province

YANG, Zhigiang —— 16




EHROZER

[KYOTO HiBREREZRE | O 1 mEXEXE, TN
ICHBIT S [FEAERE U7 + —F L) BELT
T ERSAE T E AR 22 FE2 H 13 - 14 HICBEE
Nice T7H—FLDIENT, N\—Y « ZXTT2E R
(EE , r 7)) VRE - IREERES) LITEKEX
A (FEL BRBEENGO HREKERZ 7« 7 1) hVEGH
MEZB IR0, ZDD BIEE AL, #EEDOHTH
E ORI E 2 ZHNCED BiFz, ik, EiTic
HRTZIATRATHT AV (=31 T—) H¥Em
REEICH B T LICDWVWTATA REflio TRA T,

SDIANHEVZUTIND EEZNBEMN, 3
VAAYHTAIVHIELOBED ETICERT 5, VWE
M5 1600 L E&ETcENNT: TR 1ICiE . BIL
ICHBZEE BILFED NS Ll N TV 5, BOHK,
BRI K > TERREI N TAREHHE) I, WK
BUCIFTIRAVER L. ZHUCIETIK ETIIER KR E 1
TWa, g ORITIKS TREME] OIIEIEA
FRUZIETEBEDNE, NAT—AF AV T,
FREICFESANADOBRE LTRAHS N a7z, A
F AV OfERAEN S Idilzm L. Ak RS THO
Bk bz, £z, AF A VITHEHOWH &
LTEREONREIN TV,

K1 39R39ATAIVADAS A (Rt : BAREGEHZERT)

INA VI RILOWH 7z 0 h SifdtE D EE
DX TERL TV, BRAEDDL, A I—DfH
EBIIABEBI ORI KO L. CDOEE T
Mol % C EMERINZTFRICH S, TlEzE,
INA TV —=DMERICHRT B X DI k> TzDhy =T
HBEMW, NAV—EBEREE LTHESNTERZD
TR0,

NA V=D UTERIE  SEIERERD
BELTWS, FautAHOEZAEbIIh»r>T
LT 2HEENE - LB KREGRBIEHEN E TN TV
o NATV—=FHBWEOAINATHD., TAEDI
X BRENE L In> b7, Fie. WEHT
I AL OFEZEEK. FE LD D OHEEIIE O A
KX AMIEREOE, FRmEINVWTOREIEMT
FRIC K B KO 75 EOBERBHETF ENT VS,

THT, ZEAL (GHAEE) Ik > TREOW L
MEHIEE Nz &, ZRUS K BIERERDZ L
5T %, =X LI3NA V= ORETIE
. BILeR, OVWTREY T BE TEZEN K
SEHOHINEVWREEIE D ATV LigfT 2 EN
H5,

INA VI3 T IORER RIS I3 3 K7 1000 SAAH
TEHEEINTWS, LA L, BUERIICB I abn
FAEEHB O, REO—EL EENHERE N
molzbwnsd, &3, BURTIRERBNTHS &
ST B AT,

INA =D DGR IC D BRI, HAEW
BHERMNEEEG UTtER E A B IEMNTIEV, TE, £
NFNOHERERNED X I ITHKAEG S TNBEDEAHS
Mo BILTREI>TWVWECLICLTE, =KX LD
. ZLOTFWR, WOSICELHFIZERTH D,
TONBELEMTH S, WINEF TR, FELED
ZARICE HER 20N D %, M2 b7z i E 1P
M EICBENTOEVWERLANE Z2XNEHFEIE, IE
ST EIND X o7&, B2 KRR ST DER
ZHHMNCOBELLIHCHERE NS T LA
DONE LNEWD, N1 I—DBh NIz fE#id—%
ORFHLHFETNZVIRIAICH B, EILICED S AR
DI K TH %, FIEFEREREDOEILET D FINZU,
Ko TWBHIC, WA T —FARYIHML T LES
e LRV,

A V—(REDOERNRICHEONTNS L LTE,
FKREEHOPEICH > TE = A LamEdT s b

2 RIHN-China Newsletter No.10



REMZITTO X S ICIKIEKICT B T
ERELETEEZLONRNT LT,
AF A DFEEINC BT 2 7
55X, NAY—RZEILORERE
DY YRIVELTDHTH>TSH
X\, ZFOwmkE C DM S
TEBERTIERT T2 NE DTE,

BE ZiRZL

W =

1 B I AR I

CROHIBRIAEEE AT FRE O

2010 £ 2 H 13-14 HE R #ATFH L # A fL
2ARIBEET b, REAHEEE NGO “gxEEEE" fnE
VTR R Hh [ PR 0] 78 ] NGO 13 20 i & 4% B 18
BT T B R, ERE ARSI A A
HREIK CAE TR AR o 32 Bl B A A 3 /1) e A
RZ HE 2% Ergt i it F 4 £ 2 B 3 B D
Ez—. DLhh, SRS, Bt EHER S 25
TE BT PR . N TR AR M R KR B3 R

KIS NN SR KR B E F R . HFH, =
e R IHHERE, A OO BEIRKE A7, i Ho 3N &
I RS R G R T BN . XK (8
IR IALIR) B2 E E AR A 2 — . AMIR%
(e REUES YK 1 DA ) A A ok T s2 2182 . BRI e
TEABUCKRILIA S R P B RAE Z A EIE A R — A
B

Abstract

A grief of baiji, Chinese river dolphin

RIHN AKIMICHI, Tomoya

In the Earth Forum Kyoto, held on the 13-14th
February, 2010, in Kyoto, Ms. Wang Yongchen, the founder
of the NGO “Green Earth Volunteers”, made her keynote
speech on environmental problems and the role of her NGO’
s activities in China. In her lecture, she made an appeal
for the critically endangered baiji, Chinese river dolphin,
in the Yangtze River. The reasons for the decline in the
baiji population are multiple and complex. By-catch in the
long-line fishery for sturgeon is one of the major causes,
while frequent collision with vessels, the degraded river
environment due to the disposal of pollutants into the river,

and a decline in the volume of river water in the middle

and lower parts of the Yangtze River due to large-scale
reclamation for agricultural land, are other negative
anthropogenic factors in the baiji’s life. Furthermore, the
Sanxia (Three Gorges) Dam seems to have had a serious
impact, not only on the baiji’s survival but also on the river
and ocean ecosystems. Conservation of river dolphins (baiji
and finless porpoise) is one of the important environmental
issues in China today. We should remember that the finless
porpoise used to be revered as the lake god in Dongting Hu
(Lake Dongting). I suggest that the baiji should become the
contemporary river god of the Yangtze River, as a symbol of

environmental protection.
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Abstract

High altitude project: Human Life, Aging and Disease

in High-altitude Environments: Physio-medical, Ecological and
Cultural Adaptation in “Highland Civilizations”

RIHN  OKUMIYA, Kiyohito

This study focuses on the “global environmental
problems affecting the human body” with regard to how people
manage to exist and live in high-altitude environments with the

aging of the population and lifestyle-related diseases progressing

on a worldwide scale. It examines the degree to which the
quality of life (QOL) of residents dwelling at high altitudes has
been influenced by recent changes in lifestyle in the light of their

“highland civilizations”.
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Abstract

Southwestern Chinese Culture and

Environmental Advanced Forum

Wauling Research Institute of Nationalities, China Three Gorges University

HUANG, Baiquan

From March 26 to 30, China Three Gorges University and the
Ecology and Nature Conservation Association of Chinese Society for
Environmental Sciences organized the first Southwestern Chinese Culture

and Environmental Advanced Forum at China Three Gorges University,

“S'Z@Z%ﬁﬁﬁ%@

P"P.T'?'i}

4

Hubei. More than 60 participants from China and from Japan discussed
the relationship between traditional culture and the ecological environment

extensively and lively.
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Abstract

The excursion of the “Advanced Forum on

Southwestern Chinese Culture and Environment”

Graduate School of Social and Cultural Studies,

SATO, Renya

The author participated in the “Advanced Forum on
Southwestern Chinese Culture and Environment” held by the
China Three Gorges University in March 2009 and visited
the state-level nature reserve of Shennongjia, the ethnic
village of the sparse Tujia ethnic group and the People’s
Commune historical site, the Three Gorges dam, which is

one of the largest projects conducted by China, as well as

other places. There were scenes where strong criticism was
offered by the study tour participants regarding the form of
the sightseeing tour at the informal meeting sponsored by
the company that manages the ethnic village. Overall, it was
a study tour plan with a form that matched the academic

themes of culture and the environment.




Environmental education

in China

Department of Anthropology, Seattle University EFIRD, Rob

How can we effectively address environmental
degradation both locally and globally? To be sure,
technology will play an important role, as will new
policy initiatives and economic incentives. But our
faith in political, technological, and economic solutions
often blinds us to the importance of values, belief and
attitudes — in a word, culture. For it is our cultures of
consumption, anthropocentrism and materialism that
have precipitated the worldwide environmental crisis
in which we now find ourselves, and it is crucial that
we change our cultural values and attitudes if we are to
survive. The question then becomes how: how are new,
more sustainable and eco-friendly values spread? One
key means of accomplishing this is education both in and
out of schools, in homes and in communities. As citizens
of the world’s largest greenhouse gas emitter and most
populous nation, Chinese will play a decisive role in the
fate of both their own environment and that of the world
at large. What values and beliefs about the environment
will compose the compass that will orient their choices
to save or spend, consume or conserve, preserve or
destroy? Environmental education can play an influential
role in shaping these values and guiding these choices,
and the development of China’s environmental education
is thus an important issue for all of us.

Many of China’s early environmental education
initiatives involved the support of international NGOs,
in particular the Worldwide Fund for Nature (WWF),
which beginning in 2000 worked with China’s Ministry
of Education to develop guidelines for environmental
education, establish teacher training centers and pilot
schools and develop curricular materials. As a result,
guidelines were adopted in 2003 to make environmental
education mandatory for all of China’s public school
children. In practice, however, this teaching varies widely
in depth and detail depending upon the resources and

motivations of individual schools and students. Because

environmental content still represents only a small part
(if any) of the all-important exams for admission to high
school and university, many of the already overburdened
teachers and students simply neglect it in favor of
subjects that are more fully represented in the exams.
Under these challenging circumstances, a
variety of environmental NGOs - both local and
international — have taken the initiative to engage in
environmental education both inside and outside of
public schools. Since many organizations may not be
registered, it is difficult to be precise, but according to
a 2009 report by the All-China Environment Federation,
as of October 2008 there were 1309 environmental
protection NGOs (minjian zuzhi) that had originally
been established by the government, 1382 school
environmental groups, 508 grass-roots (caogen)
environmental protection NGOs, 90 “international”
environmental protection NGOs and approximately 250
in the “Hong Kong, Macau and Taiwan regions.” Many
of these groups engage in some form of environmental
education. Chinese organizations like Beijing’s
Tianxiaxi (www.brooks.ngo.cn) have collaborated with
scholars and local teachers to produce a series of “local
educational materials” (xiangtu jiaocai) that can be used
in schools to teach students about the value of their local
culture and ecology. In southwest China’s biodiverse
Yunnan Province, Yunnan Eco-Network (www.yunnan
econetwork.net.cn) has conducted extensive education
for primary school children on the virtues of biogas,
and recently staged a two-day environmental education
summer camp for local primary students to teach them
about biogas, biodiversity, invasive species and other
environmental issues in their local area. The Nature
Conservancy, a large multinational NGO, has established
a wide variety of educational initiatives in Yunnan
Province that educate tourists and the Chinese public

about their conservation activities (http://www.nature.or
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g/wherewework/asiapacific/china/). Other NGOs active
in environmental education include the international
organization Roots and Shoots (http://www.jgichina.or
g/) and China’s oldest environmental NGO, Friends of
Nature (http://www.fon.org.cn/channal.php?cid=774).
Their efforts are complemented by similar initiatives by
local governments and university student associations
to increase environmental awareness among Chinese

citizens.

It would be convenient if a simple technological
innovation, economic development or policy change
could save the planet from the catastrophe threatened by
climate change. But we must remember that economic
choices are heavily influenced by culture, and technology
and policy are formulated and followed (or resisted) by
human beings who act in accordance with their cultural
values and priorities. Thus cultural change is essential,

and education is a powerful means to that end.
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Students in the Lijiang area of Yunnan Province learn about water pollution in
an environmental education course conducted by The Nature Conservancy.
(Photo courtesy of Lushan Jizhen He)

Yunnan Eco-Network Director Chen Yongsong teaches local schoolchildren
about invasive plants in a 2009 environmental education summer camp near

Lashihai Lake, Yunnan Province.
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From paddy field to aquaculture pond:

Shift of wetland economy in the Yangtze area

RIHN MAKIBAYASHI, Keisuke

Paddy fields stretch all around the Yangtze River area.
Originally the area was a forestland covering the terrain of
alluvial plains and hills. The present paddy fields have been
created through an approximately 8000 years of history.

In recent years, these paddy fields have been converted
into fishponds. This is one of the clear consequences of rapid

economic growth in China as the demand for fresh water fish,

shrimp and crab has obviously increased.

We can interpret this change from paddy fields to
fishponds as rapid response and adaptation to economic
transformation. In addition to this, I also would like to point out
the existence of a long-term historical culture based on which

this adaptation has taken place.

7 A A ERERDIE M

HItEDKEE BRI

BRP O L —-FMNE M T

<t A No.10 15



||| CIR oM N - SN I s S R R

hESEMAE HER

KEZHBE. =B AL
=R, X ERA ARG TR
—A)ETE. FFEDL K - #- A7
HEB, XEEBEFET A AA,
M EFHRNIEZS RN E .

MR BT B 8T, (T E R R = B
mE b, S, IEHEEEEX, orEE. WK
BHRHRZR, R 1761 TP AR, 28 AL 3900 IRA
(2005 . MHIEE BF, RMENILTES, SHELIE
1K 1500 ~ 2500 KPAERILLRK, FERS—EERIARIFRE, 11
R e RE AR 2 5 2 S AR 92% DAL, PHEAYNE
8% B, SREAENE, RFENHIA 160 KPAL, ZFH
BHRN R H&um 2 & 1«

o, NERE BRI AR, KA
K—HE\MW N R, FAR, EEBCHESE
LHRBZ . WEREZRIEALER, AREPRE
PHRASE, &R & RAR GRS BN s L iy . 20
R, WEERE, MRS ENZ S, TIHKR—E
(1413) BALTBNITE (BUNRELER]D) . ERE, 34
BN, FRIERE (1727) ORI 5 B0 45 8 H
RIASN CANBL 4 )58 XS ), EEARTE R T 4 K5
A& .

mMEE -T2 RENZR, HEE. FiK. [,
7 16 MR ADRRE, PREEBKS AL 1400 TR A
(2008 £), i &E AL 37%. Jish b, s3I/
Rt S KEEAE SR ANt SHE, KA EHHR
FRANGEEZ N, BRUHLAG, A G E G R
XS “EldET, e CPATEHERT T e AT
F#Z40G. N, BEESMNITE RN, A OREE R
SN B TS E RS M E N R
(FEHMZERR), DU RIFta#A SN o TERIIN T,
F R BOBGE I ZE AR AR S ) F B, 0 53N 3K 5 43
X, PAEESGIRIR T MGG, EiX— RIS
MHEEET, UEBRM “WR” 77K ERA M.

BEH 71 RELNORR

g, BRI UE (1685) M EEBEANNE
13,697 A\, ZiEe+L4E (1839) fEAFINE 5,384,600 A
X, BEERMNERS N DBREES A “HE,
i PAB A A HUO B I X ARl e (RN E
MaEt). EREERR - 7B KFN, PHRE
@Rk E E RS ERd iR A 5 B

F—JTmH, BNENE R RES &N
A, E—EHZEMMSE T HARZEREE. 2R
WA P I 2 — ) SRR 7E 1902 £ 2
1903 £E ], X BTN & B i i X P /D 5 Rtk A7 1 R
PELZNHEFEE. HEMTEN R EEER S (1907
F) DA AMAR 2T E R EVER) (1926 ), Y
Xt FLHA o E R A AR T BRI, FE A RIS
HE PR DR R, R AR E R EARNME.

R EE S, W R, T A
RO RGEEREBOAEA LEE L. BS, RN
BITEXKF, A 3 MRBEEBIMN R 10 MRIEEEE.
Bt /D E B A% G XU S b A2 B SRR B 55 R R 52
i, ZRLLE, Z5IRBERA TR Frig " HAR
. EEk, BMETHEFNY K, BURRE TR "R
XS TRV E A ST R RSN “IRIERE" 1
Fik. X—EFF RIS CYIEMEL, 2008 4, $7INE
EMIRIE S HNGR 653 {270 AR, RBIR 8 i #H 4R Y
L8, ATATIRE, TEAREIEER, HEEFEZ R E
SIMEFAMRET, SNk —1E0 K - i
N .

7R 20104E7 H 25 H
imEE - 1T
rhE BB R T FE L
T 603-8047 HCARI AR ALIX FEEAL 457-4
TR HIERBRBE A Fe T
TEL 075-707-2462 FAX 075-707-2513
http://www.chikyu.ac.jp/rihn-china/
B4 - R AR

Date of Issue 25 July, 2010

Edited and Published by
RIHN Initiative for Chinese Environmental Issues

457-4 Motoyama, Kamigamo, Kita-ku, Kyoto 603-8047 Japan

Research Institute for Humanity and Nature
TEL : +81-75-707-2462 FAX: +81-75-707-2513
http://www.chikyu.ac.jp/rihn-china/

Produced by BENSEY PUBLISHING INC.




