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The RIHN Initiative for Chinese Environmental Issues was
launched in August 2007, as part of a network in area studies
of the National Institutes for the Humanities (NIHU) i.e., an
Inter-University Research Corporation under the supervision of
the Japanese Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science, and
Technology.

RIHN (Research Institute for Humanity and Nature) is one
of five constituent institutes at NIHU. Others are the International
Research Center for Japanese Studies, the National Museum of
Ethnology, the National Museum for Japanese History, and the
National Institute of Japanese Literature.

RIHN’s objective is to carry out interdisciplinary research
to solve various problems with the global environment which
urgently requires innovative solutions. More than a dozen
five-year collaborative research projects are being carried out.
All projects are required to conduct research related to global
environmental issues. Conventionally, environmental issues have
been approached mainly from a natural-scientific viewpoint.
However, for a better understanding of what is going on in the
global environment and toward establishing a more concrete
perspective for the future, we need to have a much broader view
that includes the humanities and the social sciences. From the
beginning, RIHN has taken the position that aspects of human
culture are at the root of global environmental issues. Based on
this proposition, RIHN conducts research on how people and
nature have fundamentally interacted up until this point.

RIHN-China (RIHN Initiative for Chinese Environmental
Issues) is part of a research network for Chinese area studies,
initiated by NIHU. Other network hubs are based at universities
and institutes such as Waseda, Tokyo, Kyoto, Keio, and the Toyo
Bunko. We closely collaborate with one another while pursuing
our own research themes. RIHN-China intends to conduct
area-studies-based global-environmental-studies, global ecosophy,
focusing on Chinese social development and the environmental
preservation and in the surrounding areas.

The network is open to everybody and we welcome

participation from areas other than China and Japan.
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"RIHN Initiative for Chinese Environmental Issues" founded at RIHN

NAKAWO, Masayoshi
Leader of RIHN-China

The RIHN Initiative for Chinese Environmental
Issues (RIHN-China) has been founded at the Research
Institute for Humanity and Nature (RIHN). This initiative
is one of six research centers founded, together with the
National Institutes for the Humanities, at Waseda University,
Keio University, the University of Tokyo, the Toyo Bunko
(Oriental Library), and Kyoto University. These centers are
dedicated to the promotion of contemporary China studies
and the encouragement of young scholars.

RIHN-China, in particular, plans to carry out
interdisciplinary investigations focusing on Chinese
environmental issues based upon several RIHN research
projects being implemented at several sites in China.
Additional activities include the monitoring and analysis
of actions by NGOs which try to merge the environmental
policies and the consciousness of stake holders at individual
sites. RIHN-China is also making an effort to form a
network, not only of research institutions and individual
researchers, but also of NGOs and their respective staffs,

through the regular publication of a newsletter entitled

"Ten-Chi-Jin," which means humanity and nature in a broad

sense.
[Research Group]
PI NAKAWO, Masayoshi (RIHN)

Secretary KODAMA, Kanako (RIHN)

ABE, Ken-ichi (Kyoto University)

AKIMICHI, Tomoya (RIHN)

AKIYAMA, Tomohiro (Aichi University)

INOUE, Takashi (Asia Contents Center Inc.)

KATO, Yuzo (RIHN)

KONAGAYA, Yuki (National Museum of
Ethnology)

KUBOTA, Jumpei (RIHN)

OKUMIYA, Kiyohito (RIHN)

SATO, Yo-Ichiro (RIHN)

SHIRAIWA, Takayuki (RIHN)

XIANG, Hu (Waseda University Beijing Office)

ZHENG, Yuejun (RIHN)

(Members are listed in alphabetical order)
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Abstract

A RIHN Research Project

Emissions of greenhouse gases and aerosols, and human activities in East Asia
HAYASAKA, Tadahiro

The effective use of energy has progressed
in China for the past few decades, due to the
import and development of technology. However,
the emission of greenhouse gases such as carbon
dioxide has increased considerably because the
rapid growth of the economy has given rise to

an increase in the consumption of fossil fuels,
particularly in the power transformation sector.
Although aerosol emissions have also increased
and the surface solar irradiance has decreased, the
surface air temperature increased in keeping with
the climate system’s complicated mechanisms.
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Abstract

Striving for research progress and a shared understanding of China’s environmental issues:
A look at the publication of the “China Environment Handbook 2007-2008” edited by the China
Environmental Problems Research Group

OTSUKA, Kenji Institute of Developing Economies

China Environmental Problems Research Group was published in 2004, and Volume 2 in 2007. This
is a voluntary research group for people of the same series is being published with the aim of compiling
discipline. A mailing list was created in 2003 for the all available intellectual knowledge, and providing
exchange of information, and thirteen study meetings information to those who are concerned with regard
have been held so far, with a variety of participants to China’s environmental issues.

not limited to researchers. Volume 1 of the handbook
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Abstract

Support for a Green Planet beyond afforestation

— based upon the experience of a Japanese NPO in China ——

UEDA, Makoto College of Arts, Rikkyo University. Green Earth Network, Director.

Whether we are aware of it or not, desertification

damages the environment. Founded in 1992, the Green
Earth Network (GEN) has worked to restore vegetation
on the Loess Plateau in Shanxi Province, one of souce
arcas that supplies groundwater to Beijing. It is rather
difficult to promote the Green Movement in a populated
area. Our activities include negotiations with policy

makers and local people. As afforestation yields practical
benefits, people have stopped logging for firewood
of their own accord. A natural forest grows in the
mountains around the villages, without any afforestation
activity, as it did in the past.
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Abstract

“Drawers” of local wisdom on land and water management

——The Hetao Irrigation District in Inner Mongolia, China —

The Hetao Irrigation District in the Inner Mongolia Autonomous
Region in China is one of the largest irrigation projects in the world.
In fact, its large diversions of water from the Yellow River have been
recognized as one reason for serious water shortages downstream in
recent years. In the district, there are various problems with water

WATANABE, Tsugihiro (RIHN)

management and irrigation-induced environmental issues. On the
other hand, in the water management of the region, local and historical

wisdom regarding land and water management are successfully
applied, such as autumn ponding, on the farmland, following the
harvest. Such local wisdom is drawn from local “drawers” with their
roles and implications, and this serves simultaneously to stimulate
those who have set out to address these issues.
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Abstract

Summary of an international academic seminar regarding

“Pasture land development and the persistent use of grassland resources”

Shanping (Research Institute of Pasture Development , Development Research Center of Inner Mongolia)

An international academic seminar regarding
"Pasture land development and the persistent use of
grassland resources" was held in Tong Liao City, Inner
Mongolia, China, on August 20~21, 2007. Attended by a
congressional representative, and 40 experts and scholars,

it addressed problems related to academia, social reality,
and policy results. This multi-subject exchange was richly
constructive and the research results presented helped to
widen the perspective of the congressional representative.
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—(What is coming)

18t Symposium on Chinese Environmental Issues
“Environmental thought and the preservation of Lijiang
Gucheng in relation with its water environment”
To be held at Kyoto University on 19 October, 2007.
As many as more than ten delegates are expected to
come from Yunnan Province, China to participate. It
is co-organized by the Research Center for Modern
and Contemporary China, Institute for Research in
Humanities, Kyoto University, and “Water and People”
Project, one of the Inter-institution projects promoted by
the National Institutes for the Humanities.
2nd Symposium on Chinese Environmental Issues
“International Symposium on Social Development,
Water Resources, and Water Environment”
To be held at Nanjing, China on 9 November, 2007.
Three topics will be discussed: Water Resources
Management, Eutrophication of Lakes, Development
and Assessment. It is co-organized by the Nanjing
University, and the Hehai University.

Study Meetings
Study meetings are held intermittently. Coming meetings
within 2007 fiscal year include those on “Chinese
Environmental Law”, and “Environmental NGOs”.

Newsletter
The newsletter reports on the activities of research
projects, research groups, and NGOs, as well as the
outline of symposia and essays, related with the Chinese
environmental issues, in addition to the activity report
of RIHN-China. The next issue will be published in
January, 2008.

Symposium in 2008 fiscal year
A symposium focusing on “Food” is planned to be held
in China.
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|||What is “Ten-Chi-Jin”

Ancient Chinese philosophy
states that all the creatures and
phenomena in the universe can be
classified in the three categories or
characteristics: Ten, Chi, and Jin,
which represent heaven, earth, and
humans respectively. The Chinese
philosophers thought that the most
ideal world was to be found in the
harmony of these three elements. How
we humans, living between heaven
and earth, should be. We have decided
to adopt the words “Ten-Chi-Jin” for
the title of our newsletter, since this
phrase represents a desirable proaction
and/or reaction to our environment,
as we attempt to investigate
environmental issues in China with
the help of our many colleagues.

*The Kanji or Chinese characters used
for the title of the newsletter were
drawn by Su Shi, and were taken
from the First Poem on the Red Cliffs
in a collection in the National Palace
Museum in Taipei.
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