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Blue Sky of Beijing

Director, Center for Area Studies, National Institutes for the Humanities

KONAGAYA, Yuki

September 8, 2014, the sky of Beijing was blue. That was
not something usual. I would say that I was lucky to see it.
However, it was not completely unexpected. These days,
movements have begun to bring back “Blue Sky” in Beijing.

Beijing has come up as a candidate for the the Winter
Olympics that will be held two years after the 2020 Tokyo
Olympics. Three cities have been selected out of six cities for
the venues of the Winter Olympics, and Beijing still remains
as one of the candidate cities. The Olympic Committee has
already pointed out a shortage of snow in Zhangjiakou City,
the proposed skiing venue in Beijing. However, Beijing's more
important task is to work on its serious air pollution issue.

In September 2014, Beijing announced a five-year plan
comprising over 84 articles in relation to air pollution. One
of those articles is “Beijing Environment Plan” which aims to
strike a balance between economic growth and environment
conservation. In the background of building a convenient and
easy-living city, there is a proposition for “Building Ecological
Civilization” at the national level. 18" Central Committee of
the Communist Party of China made amendments in their
party memorandum on 14th November 2012, and one of the
amendments was titled as “Building Ecological Civilization”.

“Building Ecological Civilization” aims at sustainable
development in accordance with the resources and the
environment. It is about building a resource saving and
environmentally friendly society. According to the commentary
of Professor Kitagawa Hideki (Ryukoku University) in 23"
issue of this “Tenchijin” magazine (Feb, 2014), the concept of

“Ecological civilization” had already been proposed in the
times of Hu Jintao administration. It was meant to be the next
stage of human civilization after industrialization, and was the
harmony of material and spiritual attainments realized through
cooperative development of mankind, Mother Nature and
society.

From “Post-Industrial Society” (1962) by Daniel Bell to
“sustainable development” (1992) of the Rio Declaration, the
concept that had been already proposed by an agricultural

economist Dr. Ye Qianji in the 1980s outshined the “Scientific

Development Views from the 17" Central Committee even
though “Scientific Development Views™ had already been
mentioned by the 16" Committee. Finally, that concept was
adopted in the memorandum of the Communist Party by the
18" Central Committee.

Having witnessed the intensifying environmental movement, it
is easy to realize that addressing environmental concerns is a top
priority for a nation. In China, the Chinese Ecological Civilization
Research and Promotion Association was set up in January 2014.
On the other hand, in Japan too, symposiums on the same topic are
being held in the political and business world.

What are we researchers supposed to do in such times?

Political scientists analyze an environment policy and
jurists analyze environmental laws. Since 100 model areas are
proposed for construction, we need to conduct field survey
about them selectively or exhaustively. Prior to the field
survey, we need to share information on national or worldwide
levels to find out who has already researched the subjects.
For the monitoring of the model area, we should ask for
participation from natural scientists from various fields. This
way, it is possible to form an interdisciplinary research project,
which is different from technology transfer or technology
cooperation. Researchers should not research separately, but
they should bring knowledge of many scholars together to
achieve a high level of analysis. Of course, all of these should
be done together with China.

Research achievements will help not only China, but it
would contribute to the future potential of humanity on the
Earth. Perhaps, even 100 million Yen will be enough for
the research funding. International cooperation through soft
power is really an inexpensive means that contributes in peace
building, if we compare it with the cost of one fighter jet which
costs around 20 billion yen. This is like an interdisciplinary
research project on security.

Environmental study which focuses on a specific area also
means area study. Achieving that is one of the mission of
RIHN Initiative for Chinese Environmental Isuues (RIHN-
China).
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A Conversation with Mr. Li Zhanchang

NAWATA, Hiroshi

Professor at Faculty of International Resource Sciences, Akita University/

Visiting Professor at RIHN

I have been wondering what the effects of human activities =~ Gaoqiao area in Ansai County, Shanxi Province. In this essay, I will

are on desertification of Loess Plateau, and how we can apply the introduce some aspects of the life and thinking of people who live in

outcome of academic research to regional development of this region. Loess Plateau through the conversation with Mr. Li Zhanchang, whom

Since 2005, T have been visiting continuously to Beisongta Village of I met during my visits.
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The Water-Saving Method of Oasis Agriculture in Arid Area of Northwest China

Institute of Tibetan Plateau Research, Chinese Academy of Sciences

ZHOU, Shiqgiao

In recent decades, two agricultural water-saving methods
have been developed for oases in arid area of Northwest China:
technological water-saving and crops structure water-saving.
Technological water-saving is to reduce evaporation and seepage
of irrigation water by improving or introducing new engineering
measures. The most important technological water-saving method is
drip-irrigation under mulch, namely covering a polyester film on the
surface of soil, and then dripping under the film (Fig. 1 and 2). It can

reduce irrigation requirement to 3400-3900 m*hm™ for cotton fields in

Xinjiang. Crops structure water-saving method takes advantage of the
water consumption difference of different crops (table 1) and save
water by adjusting crop-planting structure, i.e. increasing the acreage
of crops which consume less water, while reducing the acreage of
crops which consume more water. This water-saving method is typical
in Hexi Corridor of Gansu Province. Because of the failure to establish
effective management systems, the saved water resources were used
to expand arable land and oasis, and this is the point that needs to be

improved in the future.
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Past and Present Human Waste Disposal

JIANG Hongwei
J-Ecohealth

Recently, the water quality test of major estuarines in
China showed that the concentration of antibiotics has greatly
exceeded national stipulated indexes. Thus the health problem of
drinking water become the focus of public attention again. The

author referred to the International Workshop on Sanitation he

participated in, which was held by SATREPS Ameli-Eaur project,
J-Ecohealth and RIHN-China, Japan at the end of 2014. While
introducing the participants’ presentations, the author made his

comments from the viewpoint of ecohealth.
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