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RIHN-China Exploratory Workshop

“The Future of Rural Societies and

Landscapes in East Asia”
RIHN Steven McGREEVY

1. Context and Goals of the Workshop

Rural societies in East Asia have gone through tremendous
change during the late 20th and early 21st centuries. Large-
scale population shifts have made Japan and Korea largely
urban-based and in China the urban population has passed
the 50 percent mark. The share of agricultural production in
GDP has dwindled in all three countries. This urban transition
has had a profound impact on rural families, communities,
livelihoods, regional economies and the way people relate to
and engage with agricultural and natural resources and “nature .
In Japan and Korea, family agriculture has lost much of its
former vitality as farm households have become smaller and
older. Rural communities have lost population on a dramatic
scale and many are “on the brink” of disappearing. While in
China rural population aging may not be as advanced, rapid and
large-scale rural-urban migration has similarly led to change in
household and community composition and concern has risen
about “hollow villages (Z%/07+). Rural production landscapes
are changing apace: Japan struggles with the problem of
“underuse” of forest resources, which in China government
initiatives such as the Grain for Green (GE #f if #£) Program
have returned extensive areas of cropland to plantation forest.
It is likely, but less well-documented, that many farmers have
switched to less intensive forms of agricultural production.
Parts of the countryside not intensively used for farming are
designated as “nature” in the form of National Parks, protected
areas, heritage sites, etc. At a more conceptual level, visions of
rurality underlying many policy debates and public discussion

have also shifted.

This workshop aims to explore the interrelationships among
these demographic, social, economic and physical landscape
transformations from comparative in China, Japan and Korea
and to contribute to the development of a conceptual/research

framework for further study.

2. Workshop Program
Date: 25, July, 2014
Venue: The Lecture Hall, RIHN, Kyoto, Japan

Session 1. Comparative Study of Rural Societies
in East Asia (Chair: Hein MALLEE (RIHN))
Social Construction of Rural in Contemporary Japan and Korea
Motoki AKITSU (Kyoto University) and
Masako ICHINOMIYA (Kyoto University)
Social and Landscape Change in Rural China in the Recent
30 Years
Weihong ZHOU (Beijing Foreign Studies University)
Major Causes and Consequences of Socio-Economic
Change in Rural Korea Since the 1980s
Jung-Sup CHOI (Mokpo National University/ RIHN)

Session 2. Rural Family and Society
(Chair: Steven McGREEVY (RIHN))
Change of Rural Society and Influence on Rural Environment
in Japan after World War I1
Tokuya KAWATE (Nihon University)
Changing Rural Urban Demographics: Migration and
Urbanization in China Xizhe PENG (Fudan University)
Session 3. Landscapes and Agriculture
(Chair: Jumpei KUBOTA (RIHN))
Multi-level Natural Resources Governance Based on Local
Community: A Case Study on Semi-natural Grassland in Tardji,
Nara, Japan
Daisaku SHIMADA (Fukuoka Women'’s University)
The Evolution of Rice Farms in Korea
Taeho LEE (Seoul National University)
Smallholder Farming Practices and Their Impact on
Environment in Rural China

Ting ZUO (China Agricultural University)
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3. Session Summaries

Session 1

Comparative Study of Rural Societies in East Asia
The aim of this session was to better understand how rural
societies in East Asia have changed over time, the drivers and
causes of that change, and how the future of rural societies are

being envisioned in media and policy discourse.

AKITSU and ICHINOMIYA began the session with a
discussion of rural change in Japan and how images of rurality
have shifted through time. They argued that as agricultural
production has declined, rural areas have been reimagined as
post-productivist— as places to be consumed, rather than as
sites where food was produced for consumption. A look at
policy and media in the form of comic books confirms this shift.
Agricultural policy in Japan has moved from protectionism
to neoliberalism geared for international competition, then
to a policy embracing rural/green tourism, and finally to
supporting rural livelihoods and introducing urban youth to
the countryside. The same trend from productivism to post-
productivism was traced through the “consumer’s gaze” in rise
of Japanese magazines and television programs that cater to
rural living themes (urban-to-rural migration, natural/traditional
foods, and rural cultural appeal). These same themes were
explored in greater detail by an analysis of Japanese and Korean
comic books. The comic books address issues such as life in
depopulated villages, negative aspects of urban life, agricultural
and environmental problems, marriage and adapting to social
expectations in rural areas. Both Japanese and Korean comic
books shifted their emphasis over time from social and family
themes to ones concerning food (food security, local food,
traditional food, etc.), but Korean comics put higher value on

maintenance of tradition.

ZHOU looked at economic, social, and landscape changes
in rural China. First, he offered a plethora of economic data
confirming the industrialization or modernization of the rural
Chinese economy from a place solely dedicated to agricultural
production to one of a “composite economic structures.”
The data showed an increase in off-farm income and a

diversification of forms of employment for farming families

that are comparable to post-war Japan. Rural China also saw
a rise in the number of speciality cooperative organizations led
by large scale farmers, new technology enterprises, brokers,
and single product professional farmer groups. For example,
the SMC (All China Federation of Supply and Marketing
Cooperatives) are composed of 180 million members, 3.67
million staff, and 48,402 agricultural product processing
enterprises— while the SMC was first established by
farmers, it has since become nationalized and subsumed by
various governmental departments and large-scale collective
enterprises. Finally, one of the most striking and recent changes

in rural China is that of landscapes covered in massive, planned

housing developments.

CHOI first presented a comparison of structural changes
in agricultural and rural areas in China, Japan, and Korea.
Overlapping themes included a concern for food security, the
small scale of farming, population shifting to urban centers,
and free trade agreements with non-agricultural motives. In
particular, he emphasized the importance of trade agreements
as drivers behind the agricultural policies that have created
rural structural changes— Korea-Japan, Korea-China, Korean-
China-Japan, the RCEP, and the TPP are all in various stages
of agreement, each having a different emphasis or lack thereof
on agricultural products and food. Korea also has trade
agreements with Chile (since 2004) and the USA (since 2012),
but CHOI stressed that more time is required to assess their
impacts. Impassioned citizen and farmer protests in Korea
against free trade agreements have a long history and shape
the public discourse. Korean agriculture, like Japan, has seen
severe decline in rural population, lack of farming successors,
decrease of rice production, increase in economic viability near
city centers, vertically integrated livestock operations dependent
upon imports, and policies geared toward open agricultural
markets. In closing, he envisions an even more highly
mechanized agriculture (unmanned equipment, food factories),
greater reliance on non-farming residents for landscape

management, and a greater need to address food security.

Session 2 Rural Family and Society

Since farming in East Asia has been and continues to be largely




the work of families, this session investigates changes in family
life related to some of structural changes discussed in the first
session. The themes of gender, aging, urban-rural migration
and transiency, lack of land management and it's impact on the

environment, and definitions of rural vs. urban were touched on.

KAWATE introduced some of the characteristics of family
farming and rural life in Japan. Firstly, most farming
households engaged in part-time farming and earn the majority
of their income from non-farm work— within the household
itself, women farmers have played an important role as unpaid
agricultural laborers, caregivers, and child rearers. Based
on a patriarchal stem family system called “/e, ” villages
are organized into homogeneous, self-led, self-governed
blocks of “le.” Between the period of 1955 to 1974, modern
day conveniences and agricultural technologies changed
family life dramatically. Tractors, planters, harvesters and
other agricultural machinery as well as washing machines,
refrigerators, and improved kitchens freed women from
much of the heavy labor associated with rural life and
allowed men to devote less time to agriculture and more to
time to working off-farm. Changing attitudes concerning
marriage and individualism shifted family structure to one
emphasizing emotional bonds and separated living spaces
between married couple family units living in the same home.
While rural women had once been “in the shadows™ of their
husbands with little chance of self-realization, there has been
greater participation by women in farm management (55%
of total farming population), an increase in personal budgets
and off-farm networking, and are empowering and leading
revitalization efforts. KAWATE also showed how agricultural
production has largely ignored issues of biodiversity and the
maintenance of traditional varieties of rice and vegetables, and
called for a sustainable, multifunctional agriculture that urges

the participation of rural women and urban actors.

PENG's focus was on the changing demographics in rural and
urban areas in China. From the 2010 national census it was
found that 260 million people were living in places that were
not where they are officially recorded— 220 million of these

were rural-urban migrants, many of whom moved to Eastern

China. This shift in population represented a 65.36% increase
from 2000 to 2010. On top of that, natural growth increased
urban populations by 10.54% over the same time period. In
total, these numbers represented an increase of 209.64 million
in new urban dwellers. While the rate of growth for megacities
like Guangzhou, Beijing, and Shanghai remains high (32%
of Shanghai’s population was not locally registered in 2012),
China saw an increase in middle-size cities (pop. 200,000
to 500,000). These demographic fluxes created the need to
redraw administrative boundaries— newly established urban
areas increased from 24,027 km’ in 2001 to 38,107 km” in
2009 (60% increase), representing an additional 805 county-
level administrative units. Over a longer interval, China also
experienced changes in family structure, moving away from
multi-generational households to more single family living
(33.35% of pop. in 2010), large numbers of young, single
person households in urban areas, and a rise in grandparent-
grandchildren two generation households. Many questions
remain when looking at the future of rural China including the
long-term fate of migrant farmers, availability of agricultural

labor, and how to effectively support aged rural populations.

Session 3 Landscapes and Agriculture

This session centered on the ways in which landscapes,
traditional landscape management, and the agricultural industry
have changed in Japan, Korea, and China. Other overlapping
themes that emerged were the possibilities of community-based
landscape management, agricultural markets affecting farmers,

and the impact of farming practices on the environment.

SHIMADA presented an interesting case-study of community-
based management of a commonly-held grassland in Nara,
Japan. Traditionally, semi-natural grasslands around rural
communities were used for thatch roofing material and as
grazing land, and must be periodically disturbed by burned
or harvesting to remain ecological and economically viable.
The vast majority of these grasslands have been abandoned
and subsequently forested— down to 1% of Japan’s total
land area in 2012 from 33% in 1884. Soni Village in Nara
continues to burn their commonly-held grassland and retains

many of the communal institutions associated with commons
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management. Roof thatching, while only necessary every
40 years on average, requires a large volume of grass and
an abundance of intensive labor which can only be obtained
through mutual assistance. To these ends the “Yui” system has
been developed to capture a detailed record of each household’s
mutual contribution in the form of labor and goods. Beyond
that, the grassland must be managed cooperatively, particularly
during the annual spring burning. While modern conveniences
and technologies have largely replaced local traditional
resource use (most farmers now have galvanized steel or tile
roofs), SHIMADA argues that grasslands provide a number of
cultural and regulating ecological services that require multi-
level governance structures. He calls for a new management
system for public goods that recognizes these values and shifts
the costs borne by local people to indirect beneficiaries largely
living in cities— he points to the partnership between Soni

Village and Nara Prefecture as a success story along these lines.

LEE discussed the evolution of rice farming in Korea, the 15th
ranked country for agricultural GDP worldwide. The Korean
rice industry has grown significantly in the past 50 years and
has been quite resilient through a number of economic and
demographic difficulties. After surviving the Korean war,
began to implement a number of technical and rationalization-
based reforms geared to increase food self-sufficiency as part of
the first 5-year economic development plan launched in 1962.
Like Japan, these advances spurred mass depopulation of rural
areas and created an urban-rural income disparity, inspiring
“Saemaeul Undong” (New Village Movement) to educate
farmer’s on the economy. Rice self-sufficiency was finally
achieved in 1978 after a government-led rice market control
policy and Korea shifted gears toward a goal of increasing farm
household incomes by promoting diverse farm operations,
more cash crops, and off-farm work. At the same time the
government embraced open-market oriented policies that
increased market instability and farmer debt. As the rice market
was further and further liberalized, resistance from farmers
increased— the government tried to make the agricultural
industry more competitive through further structural reforms
and by establishing a two-tier price policy to support farmer

incomes, but mandatory market access requirements flooded

Korean rice markets, pushing the price down and increasing the

income gap. Rice farming in Korea is now quite bipolar, with
the small-scale farmers unable to make a living, often hiring
others or contracting with companies to perform the labor
involved with rice cultivation, and the large-size farms geared
to exporting rice but very much unable to make a profit without
rice subsidies. Amidst vitriolic farmer protests, two visions of
rice agriculture are available to Korea: one as a foundation for
human life and the environment requiring conservation and
subsidies, and one that understands agriculture as a business
that needs to be lucrative and able to compete on free markets.
LEE argues that separate systems, one for each vision, might be

necessary to satisfy diverse stakeholders.

TING explored the impact of smallholder farming practices
on the environment in China. Smallholder farming
underwent a various uniform changes after the Chinese
Communist Revolution, including the establishment of an
individual household contract system within the existing
collective ownership scheme, production specialization,
input commercialization— since 1997, however, a diversity
of patterns have emerged highlighting the importance
of environmental health. During Mao’s time in power,
agricultural policy was geared toward land expansion and
labor intensification, resulting in forest, wetland and grassland
habitat loss. Nowadays, industrialization, urbanization,
natural conservation policies, and policies supporting food
security are stressing environmental health. Soil pollution

is of particular concern— 19.4% of agricultural soils exceed




acceptable pollution levels and some areas are very serious.
30.7% of land suffers from soil erosion with a net loss of
80.2 thousand ha in 2014. In addition, underground water is
being over-used in irrigation (especially on the North-China
plain) and agro-biodiversity including indigenous species and
traditional cropping systems are in decline. There are various
issues contributing to this environmental damage. One factor
is that urbanization in Southern China, traditionally known
as China’s primary agricultural production area, has shifted
production to the North where many environmental constraints
exist. Another factor is that as off-farm labor became
profitable, less time is available for labor-intensive but nature-
friendly farming techniques and agricultural chemical use has
increased tremendously. Finally, an agricultural policy aimed
at increasing food-security has created a drive toward more and
more intensive grain farming in places without enough water.
TING calls for greater emphasis on agro-ecosystem health over
food security with small holder peasants given a larger role as

stewards of the land with appropriate policy supports.

4. Discussion: Towards a research agenda
One of the goals of the workshop was to explore the
interrelationships and overlapping topics of concern for the
future of rural China, Japan, and Korea— despite a day of
presentations and lively discussion we have, perhaps, only
touched the tip of the iceberg and there are many more
areas that need to be covered. But in the meantime, we've
successfully found some areas of common ground and a space

in which we can hold future conversations.

One of the things we were able to achieve was to find
agreement on certain factors when comparing the three
countries. Comparisons between Korea and Japan may be the
easiest to make (similar topography, demographics, farming
scale, etc), but Korea's preference for forming FTA and wide-
spread agricultural activism make it unique. The dominating
presence of rice production within the agricultural policy and
its importance in rural farming life is another commonality
in all three countries. Although politically quite different,
rural change in China and Japan may be more apt to respond

to top-down policy-based decision-making. Many of the

presentations on China emphasised that conditions in rural
China are at earlier stages of development than in Korea and
Japan— China can learn from Korean and Japanese experience.
In the end, comparing all three nations may be difficult because
of the sheer difference of scale involved when we talk about
China— population, spatial scales, and production volume are

very different from Korea and Japan.

We were also able to confirm some of our initial assumptions
regarding the status of agricultural viability, rural demographics,
and landscape change. Worsening economic conditions
for agricultural production in all three countries is both a
trigger and driver of migration to cities, making rural places
underpopulated and aged. At the same time, man-made and
natural landscapes are being stressed as practices shift from

earlier patterns of land use.

Another goal of the workshop was to develop a conceptual/
research framework around which to arrange future activities.
Our workshop featured a heavy focus on the role and
importance of farming to rural areas. While farming and
agriculture remain powerful agenda-setting forces for rural
areas, we must also go “beyond farming” and look at other
forms of production occurring in the countryside (such as
mining or other industries). At the same time, the future
of these production-oriented industries is also very much
dependent on and shaped by social, economic, ecological, and
spatial/material factors — a deeper inquiry into these areas in
needed. A four pillared research structure (agriculture/farming,
socio-economic, landscape/nature, and spatial/material) may

serve as an appropriate scheme to develop going forward.

An additional conceptual step must be to move from questions
of description to questions of what we foresee for rural areas.
Will agricultural production be dominated by plant factories
and unmanned droned farming as rural populations dwindle?
How will landscapes and rural ecosystem services change as
under management (Korea, Japan) and overuse (China) of
natural resources continues? What forms will rural society
and life in the countryside in each country take as the younger

generation, agribusiness, and existing communities interact
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over time? Ultimately, it will be up to us to ask the question of
what would be best for rural areas and how each country could

support their neighbours in achieving those goals.

We still must come to grips with questions of land tenure, land
tax, foreign ownership, and land grabbing; ways of successfully
incorporating ecosystem services within the economics of
agriculture and land management; and a deeper inquiry into the
sociology of “outsiders” in rural areas if we do envision a return
to farming and rural life by the younger generations. Larger still
are questions of agricultural production itself— is it possible or
desirable for smallholders and large-scale professional farming

to co-exist? Can East Asian agriculture prosper in a globalized

market? If not, will post-productive consumption of the “rural”
be enough to sustain rural societies economically? And how
do consumers become “‘co-producers  of the kinds of foods and
rural landscapes that those that live in the country must struggle
to reproduce? Additionally, what other East Asian country’s
stories do we need to include— Taiwan, Mongolia, etc? There
is a need to learn from more case studies from each place as

well.

The good news is we will have more opportunity to discuss
these issues and collaborate further on co-designing a research
framework we might take forward together. Let us look forward

to the next time we meet and continue the discussion then.
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Considering Quality Assurance for Teacher Training via Inter-University Cooperation
in the East Asian Region

—On the second phase of the International Consortium for Universities of Education in East Asia—

Makoto SHIMODA
Tokyo Gakugei University

Improving the qualitative level of teacher training is a global
issue as well as a challenge in Japan. The environment related to
teacher training in Japan is extremely harsh; school-related issues
in Japan include bullying, truancy, and class disruption. Moreover,
other issues include reduced operating expense subsidies for
national universities due to severe financial circumstances (these
impacts are particularly large on teaching colleges, which have a

high percentage of labor costs), as well as the continually declining

birth rate for which no prospects can be seen. The International
Consortium for Universities of Education in East Asia, for which
the Secretariat is located at Tokyo Gakugei University, is making
efforts for qualitative improvements in teacher training via
cooperation between universities in China, Taiwan, South Korea,
and Japan. At present, 43 universities in the East Asian region are
participating. This paper introduces initiatives from the second

phase, focused on international joint research that began in FY2011.
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Views of the Body and Diet

—eating Pandanus among the Tewada of Papua New Guinea —

Kiyoshi TADOKORO
Akita University

People across the world have characteristic ways of
thinking about how the human body is formed; in other words,
they possess different views of the body. These views of the body
are deeply connected to human diets. For instance, people in
China combine foods to improve their physical condition based on

the concept of yin and yang. This paper introduces the Tewada of

Papua New Guinea as one example of the profound connections
between views of the human body and diet. It focuses on the fruit
of the Pandanus plant (an evergreen tree in the genus Pandanus).
The Tewada people place great importance on eating Pandanus
fruit to maintain their physical health, which is based on their

characteristic view of the body.
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Physical Adaptation and Lifestyle Diseases in Cold Highlands in China

—A Survey in Hongyuan County, Sichuan Province—

Tomo ICHIKAWA

Institute of Tropical Medicine, Nagasaki University

Guoxi CAI Nagasaki Prefectural Institute of Environmental Research and Public Health

Taro YAMAMOTO

Institute of Tropical Medicine, Nagasaki University

The Department of International Health at Nagasaki
University’s Institute of Tropical Medicine conducted a health
survey in Hongyuan County (northwest Sichuan Province) for

an epidemiologic study regarding physical adaptation and lifestyle

diseases in cold highlands. Based on this data, the impacts of
excessive salt consumption via the inheritance of traditional
customs and physical adaptations to hypoxic environments on

obesity, diabetes mellitus, and hypertension will be analyzed.
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The Issues Regarding Collaborative Allocation of Resources

. . ’ . .
during China's Urbanization Process

Yi ZOU

Fudan University

During the process of urbanization in China over the last 10
years, there have appeared three phenomena: vacant villages,
urban diseases, and "ghost towns". Combining the situation that
increasing farming output does not bring farmers any increasing
income with the shortage of migrant workers in cities, it is
found that vacant villages and urban diseases do not represent
an excessive rural population moving to cities, but show that
a dynamic and collaborative allocation of resources, including
population and land, has not been achieved during the local

development process. Considering in combination with the

analysis of "ghost town" phenomenon, it is found that one reason
for uncooperative allocation of resources is that local experience
was promoted at large scale with such constraint conditions as
time and space totally ignored, while another reason is that the
urbanization and cultivated land protection adopted quantitative
indicators which were broken down and sub-packaged on a
proportional basis by administrative areas. On the other hand, the
administrative barriers of getting urban household registration and
land utilization approval also reduced the flexibility of market in

realizing the collaborative allocation of resources.

OHFERIZEFBEM AL SDEHS €

@®2014% 6 A~ 10 A. UTOMES

<2014 7H25H

RIHN-China Exploratory Workshop “The Future of Rural

Societies and Landscapes in East Asia”
-2014%10H3H
% 26 OHPEREHRERANRT—I>av T

ZREVWLE U

-2014%10H 8H

% 38 OFEREMEMRNAMRS
EAl

HER (KA&XE) ManaPEICE T3 KHAETE,

T (BAKD) "REEILEREGKIKICE T 2 EEAKOBE S M-

MREFZ R I & 1T Bk

Jeniffer Holdaway (Social Science Research Council),
“Environment and Health Research in China: new
approaches for a new era?”

ZHOU Shiqgiao (FRERIERT/#uEKAR) “Evolution and its driving
factors of the oases in northwest China during recent
decades.”

@®2014% 11 A 29 H (+) Workshop on Sanitation (fR#EREF) ZR#EWEULET,
SEiHIE. PERIEEERRLS HP Z22EBELLEE W,

#1780 20144FE 10 H25 H Date of Issue 25 Oct, 2014

fRE - F1T Edited and Published by
vh [ BB P AT s RIHN Initiative for Chinese Environmental Issues
T 603-8047 HLEBFFERHT ALK BRKAIL 457-4 457-4 Motoyama, Kamigamo, Kita-ku, Kyoto, 603-8047 Japan
A LR BEBE A 42 PT Research Institute for Humanity and Nature
TEL 075-707-2216 FAX 075-707-2513 TEL : +81-75-707-2216 FAX: +81-75-707-2513
http://www.chikyu.ac.jp/rihn-china/ http://www.chikyu.ac.jp/rihn-china/

BU0E - hER R Produced by BENSEY PUBLISHING INC.




