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How to Deal with Deteriorating Environmental Problems in China

KITAGAWA, Hideki
Ryukoku University

Environmental pollution in China continues to grow in
severity. Current concerns include the atmospheric pollution
of particulates up to PM2.5, the appearance of cancer in
rural communities due to degraded water quality, and soil
contamination. Local residents are frequently taking collective
action against environmental pollution. In response, in the
18th Report of the National Congress of the Communist Party
of China, the Xi Jinping Administration adopted a stance
that demonstrates serious consideration for the environment,
emphasizing the foundation of “an ecological civilization”, and
setting forth the construction of a “beautiful China”; a “Basic

Policy for Resource Conservation and Environmental Protection”;

and “Basic Policies to Prioritize Efficiency, Preservation, and
Natural Restoration” in addition to promoting the drafting of the
“Ordinance on Ecological Compensation.” A movement to revise
the Environmental Protection Act is also making progress, and
the Redraft of the Review aims to significantly improve upon
the previous year’s First Review. Particular attention is being
paid to four points—strengthening legal provisions, increasing
information disclosure and public participation, prohibiting
procedures that assess environmental impact post hoc, and
expanding the eligibility of prosecutory litigations for the public
good. Close attention will be paid to these points in the future to

ascertain whether they are actualized.
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Urban Ecological Studies in Shanghai amid Rapid Urbanization

DA, Liangjun and CHEN, Xiaoshuang

Department of Environmental Science, Shanghai Key Lab for Urban Ecological Process and Eco-restoration,
East China Normal University

The average global urbanization rate has already surpassed
50%, and urban areas are becoming the primary place for
human living and producing activities. The percentage of the
population living in China’s urban areas reached 53% in 2012,
up from 18% in the early 1980s. Shanghai, which continues
to experience economic development, is one of the cities with
the fastest advancement of urbanization, and its urbanization

rate reached 89% in 2013. While rapid economic growth and

accelerated urbanization have facilitated social progress and
increased people’s living standards, these phenomena have also
caused various ecological and environmental issues. As a result,
these issues have been attracting attention from ecologists, and
urban areas now serve as a primary place for ecological studies.
This paper targets Shanghai and introduces the current status of
methodologies, research frameworks, and theoretical studies of

applications and practices in urban ecology.
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Trade in Recyclables and Export of Pollution

HAYASHI, Tadashi
The University of Shiga Prefecture

In many cases, the export of pollution cannot be discussed in
isolation from low environmental control standards and cheap labor
costs, and neither can it be easily prevented by environmental or trade
policies. This is especially true for the trading of recyclables, which
is not subject to control under the Basel Convention, particularly

concerns pertaining to its source of origin. This is evident from the

increase in the amount of recyclable plastic waste exports from Japan
to China, as these exports are disrupting the recycling process in
Japan, because under Japanese law, recycling should be completed
within the country. Policy adjustments not limited by national
boundaries must be made bearing in mind that the task of recycling is

to be divided internationally.
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Environmental Pollution Control Measures and Grassroots Governance in Rural China

YAMADA, Nanae

Institute of Developing Economies

The importance of policies for environmental issues leaders are under pressure to meet numerical targets and contend
(agricultural nonpoint source pollution, household wastewater, with one another for funds and under a certification system. Within
etc.) in rural China has been increasing in recent years. Using a  their own village, they are under pressure to secure financial
study conducted in agricultural villages in the basin of Lake Tai, resources by raising external funds. Current policy approaches
this work attempted to shed light on policy implementation and  are effective for implementing projects quickly to some extent.
evaluation systems in rural grassroots organizations that undertake =~ However, examining the consistency between rural grassroots policy
environmental projects (i.e., administrative villages); the status and ~ implementations and policies at higher levels of the government,
issues related to the incentive structure provided by the implementing  and then strengthening grassroots governance that enable long-term

organization were examined. Externally, administrative village = maintenance remain challenges for the future.
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Trends in Healthcare Reform in China

LI, Lianhua
Shiga University

The promotion of “Healthy China 2020” was the most
ambitious social policy that the Hu Jintao administration had ever
undertaken. As people who had previously been excluded from
public healthcare, such as peasants and the unemployed, began to
be covered under the medical insurance system, the self-pay ratio of
medical costs that had been increasing since the late 1970s began to
decline from the beginning in 2002. Although there are still many

problems such as benefit disparity between different systems and a

low benefit level, the reform deserves recognition as an important
first step towards the realization of a universal social security
system. On the other hand, drastic reforms on the provider side of
healthcare, such as public hospitals and the pharmaceutical industry,
are also necessary in order to implement basic healthcare coverage
by 2020. Since such reforms would have a direct impact on the
current interest structure of the healthcare industry, a substantial

amount of resistance is expected.
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Alexander BAY (Chapman U.) “Nation from
the Bottom Up: Environmental Hygiene and
Disease Prevention in 20th Century Japan”
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