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Preface

This is a collection of 17 life stories obtained by interviews that were conducted between 2002 to 2005,
mostly at the Ejene Banner of the Alashaa aimag in Inner Mongolia, China.

The Ejene Banner is the westernmost part of Inner Mongolia and close to Outer Mongolia across
the Gobi Desert. Recently the desertification of this area is well known or notorious as the origin of
yellow sand that blows eastward. In the 1920’s and 1930’s, the famous Swedish geographer Sven
Hedin explored this area and Henning Haslund-Christensen, who was a member of the expedition
organized by Sven Hedin, collected many songs here.

In the summer of 2000, Ms. Sarengerile and I went to the Ejene Banner, with Annette Erler from
the Royal Museum of Copenhagen which has a huge collection of Mongolian musical instruments and
tape recordings.*1 We fortunately met an old woman who could identify the songs recorded by H.

Haslund-Christensen. The late Ms. Rigie told us the following, after singing a folksong:

In the old days there were woods made up of toorai (poplars).*2 In the woods, the cuckoos
sang. The cuckoo’s song brought the rains. Along the river there were khuls (reeds), and the
khuls were tall enough to hide camels. Now, there is land there but without grass. The grass
is as thin as moss. There were many kinds of plants, before. Now we can only see toorai

and sukhai (tamarisks).

From the photographs of that expedition we can realize that there was a thick cover of vegetation
along verdant rivers. The explorer Sven Hedin wrote in his book, “This is an oasis like a heaven in this
world.” However, in 2000, some rivers had almost dried up, the reeds had disappeared, and the poplars
had begun to shrink in order to fit their size to the water supply. We were very shocked by the changes
in the natural environment and hoped to do research on it for the future.

In 2002, our research project on the history of the natural environment in this area began,*3
and we worked to collect the life histories of elders. The elder people talked to us a great deal and
shared their living memories, giving us a chance to pass them on. Their life stories contain much
information about not only the changes in nature but also the changes in society. They especially
referred to the Cultural Revolution as the hardest time in their lives. They could not talk about their
lives without mentioning this crucial period. The winds of political movements blew much more
severely here than any other regions in this area because of the geographic location.

The oasis of the Ejene river has been a strategic place where the east-west road crosses the

north-south road on the Mongolian steppe. There has been great cultural diversity in the eastern



i

nomadic world. For example in this book you can find some people are coming from the north, and
some people are going to the north in reverse. Many ordinary people coming to this area were attacked
under suspicion of being intelligence agents in that period.

We met nearly 80 people, and managed to interview 23 people during the 5-year research period.
And here we can present the text of 17 women’s life histories. All of them have lived in this area over
50 years and are related to each other. Therefore each story is always connected to all the other stories,
and thus this intensive collection of life stories illuminates clearly the history of the society.

For example, we can understand the meaning of adoption as briefly follows: There were 5 or 6
rich families in the Ejene Banner, and the poor people used to be the servants for the rich. However,
adoption was often implemented across the society so widely that it might have been a safety net when
the health services or welfare system were not well institutionalized. These practices have not been
written about in the official documents. In other words, oral history composed of life histories has been
worth as much as historical documents in understanding social history.

Hitherto we have already published this oral history in Mongolian, Chinese, and Japanese.*4
However these publications are not easily available. Therefore, at this time of translating them into
English,*5 we would like to offer the English edition, with the Mongolian edition as the original and
the Japanese edition from which we translated into English.

January 10, 2011

Yuki KONAGAYA
Sarengerile

Kanako KODAMA

*1: The research titled “Ethno-historical Study on the Changes in Mongolian Nomadism” (1998-2000)

has been conducted with the support of JSPS, the Grants-in-Aid for Scientific Research.

*2: See the Table 1. List of Plant Names.

*3: The research project conducted under the title “Historical Evolution of Adaptability in an Oasis
Region to Water Resource Changes” was supported by the RIHN (Research Institute of Humanity and
Nature).

*4: See the Bibliography.

*5: Proper nouns are rendered in English phonetically based on their pronunciation in Ejene.
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An Oral History of Mothers in the Ejene Oasis,

Inner Mongolia

Translated into English






Ms. Yiim

Ms. Yiim was born in the Year of the Sheep, and is 73 years old. People call her “Yiim Eeji
(Mother Yiim).” She was born in Bayanbogd, Ejene banner, Alshaa aimag, Inner Mongolia
Autonomous Region of the People’s Republic of China in 1931. Ms. Yiim was the youngest of
seven children; she had four older brothers and two older sisters. Her family used to prefer
pasture near the temple to build up ger (yurt, felt tent) because one of the oldest of her brothers
was a janitor of the temple.

The family was taking care of the livestock of the temple; 300 sheep and goats, and more
than a dozen of donkeys; the life was not too bad. She said she started grazing a flock of sheep
and goats with her mother when she was seven years old. She told us her story of the days when
she was young in her hometown where she was grazing as a little child that it was a beautiful
place where shikher buyaa was growing, and there were a lot of lakes including Lake Olst
(meaning a lake with ols), where gerlig ols were growing, Lake Khulst (a lake with khuls), Lake

Khdél Jigd (a lake with jigd in the trace of river), and others.

—— Would you talk about your childhood?

I got married when I was 15 years old. One day in 1946, many people came to my home village
with their belongings loaded on female camels, which were accompanied by her child camels. They
came to my house letting the camels cry, and settled down around my house, and then built a couple of
yurts there. That was the family of my husband that I was going to marry. They stayed in the yurts for
more than a dozen days preparing for the wedding.

I was locked up in one of the yurts and not allowed to go outside throughout the days. Two of my
brother’s wives watched over me in turns. Looking back those days, I think I was merely a child after
all. I made a small hole at the thinner part of the felt, which was used to build yurts, and looked outside
through the hole, wondering what the family was doing.

The name of my mother-in-law was Avirmed. She was from one of the well-known rich families
in Ejene banner. Her husband did not get along with her and eventually left his family. After he left the
family, she lived on her own without her husband.

She had four adopted children. My husband was the only adopted son of hers, and the others
were two older sisters and one younger sister. They were all adopted children. When I married into the
family of my husband, both of the older sisters had already married their husbands, and they had lived
together. In addition to them the family engages about ten servants. In fact, the adopted children, both
sons and daughters, as well as his wife and their husbands were virtually servants in a sense. One of my

husband’s older sisters milked cows and the other grazed camels. Two of the old sister’s husbands did
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various kinds of work outside, and I grazed sheep.

My mother-in-law loved and cherished my husband’s younger sister, Midag very much. On the
other hand, the other children and I were all beaten by my mother-in-law. She was a very strict person.
It was when I was grazing a flock of sheep while we were moving to another place one year that I was
beaten most severely. I can never forget that.

At that time, I was grazing a flock of sheep. It was quite difficult to graze them all by myself
because there were too many sheep in the flock. My mother-in-law was riding on a donkey holding
Midag in her hands, and grazing a flock of donkeys that were carrying our belongings on their back.
However, the donkeys did not move forward as she wanted them to because they wanted to eat the
grass in the bush. As she was not able to tame the donkeys, she called for me to help her. However, I
was tied up with the flock of sheep, and thus I could not afford to help her.

While 1 was grazing sheep, I suddenly noticed that my mother-in-law was approaching to me
riding on a donkey. I was surprised at her sudden appearance. I thought that I was going to be killed.
Then, she passed me Midag saying, “Bring the baby down.” As I did not see much anger in her face or
did not hear much anger in her voice, I held my younger sister quickly and brought her down on the
ground. It was soon after the moment that my mother-in-law began beating me. She beat me again and
again in the head or in the face or wherever, and yelled at me saying “Are you deaf?” She kept beating
me all the way through, and after that she held her daughter again and left me.

I felt really miserable. However, I had nothing to do but bear the pain and graze the flock from
behind. My mother-in-law reached the destination ahead of me with the donkeys loading our
belongings on their back. After she built a yurt and cleaned up the inside, she let my husband pick me
up. When I saw my husband came to pick me up, I thought I was going to tell him that I was beaten by
my mother-in-law, and I wanted to cry. However, since I knew that my husband was also beaten
regularly and that he felt frustrated about that as I did, I told him nothing. As the evening came, when I
reached the destination at last with the flock of sheep, dinner was already ready. My mother-in-law
gave me a rib of mutton saying, “I thought you would go away abandoning the livestock, but you came

here with them. Eat the meat.” I was beaten up really badly at that time.

—— What was your husband’s name?

My husband’s name was Tserendalai. He was taken away by force by the army of the
Kuomintang Party at that time, and after that, he joined the People’s Liberation Army and was sent to
an army school in Lanzhou to study. He came back home in 1959, and then we got married. He had
come back home from the army several times before the marriage. He got to work in Ejene banner. He

died from cancer.
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—— Would you talk about your life in those days a little more?

I was the youngest child in my family and grew up quite selfish. I had been drinking my
mother’s milk until I turned eight years old. When I was 15 years old, my mother made me marry into
the rich family named Avirmed; however, my father did not like the idea at all. He quarreled with my
mother saying, “You cannot give your youngest daughter in marriage to anyone at this age,” and was
really angry with her. However, the deal had already done with the family by the initiative of my
mother, and there was no choice. My father was still angry and did not attend the wedding.

Our wedding was lavish. My brother’s wives had my long hair in two pigtails and took me to my
mother-in-law. I cried my heart out at the ritual of tasting mother’s milk. As I was brought out from my
house and taken to an unknown family, I felt very lonely and got a bad feeling that I could not explain.
However, I was still young and did not know the strict rules of life. Once you married into other family,
you could hardly go back to your home. I did not even notice the fact at all in those days. I was taking a
marriage as a child’s play. As the time passed and whenever I missed my mother and my family, I
clearly realized that it was the ritual on that day that determined the whole destiny of my life. My
mother-in-law was a very strict person. However, my husband was really nice to me.

I got married when I was 15 years old, and got pregnant when I was 16 in 1947. When I was in
my eighth month of pregnancy and while we were moving to another place, my mother-in-law told me
on the way to take some kind of medicine, and I took it. However, soon after I took the medicine, my
stomach started to hurt, and then I suffered a miscarriage. I have never been pregnant in my entire life
since then. I do not know even now that what kinds of medicine my mother-in-law gave me, and, in the
first place, why she let me take the medicine and get an abortion. In the winter that year, I moved to
Gurnai with my mother-in-law for grazing. We passed the winter there, and on our way back from
Gurnai in the spring of 1947, I suffered a miscarriage in that way.

Gurnai was a good winter pasture. There were khuls grown so high that we could not find the
horses once they got into the bush. There were puddles in Gurnai. We let the livestock drink water from
the puddles; however, we did not drink the water. We drank water from wells. The reason we did not
drink the puddle water was that we did not like it. We regarded stagnant water was bad for human

health.
—— How about milking the livestock? How many times did you do it in a day?
We milked goats once a day in the morning. We milked cows as well when we were in Gurnai.

We had a lot of cows. We milked them for our living, and did not sell it to others.

—— Would you talk about the situation of the moving in those days?
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We did not go too far when we were in Bayanbogd. We moved to nearby places, and moved to
Gurnai in the winter. We moved to the places grazing all the livestock such as horses, cows, and camels.
Then, in the spring, we came back to the riverside area, Bayanbogd.

There were a lot of nutritious grasses including khuls, khiyag (also known as khag), iisn 6vs, shar
tsetseg (meaning yellow flower), shikher buyaa, ols, bar shavag, sharalj, sukhai, tsekhireg, and
tsagaan but (béorolzgene).

I think the toughest work in grazing is that at the peak of the childbirth of the livestock. About
300 goats and sheep give births every year in my mother-in-law’s house. We help the livestock to give
births to their children day and night. There are a lot of mother animals that refuse their newborn
children when the mothers are weak. It is quite difficult to let the mothers feed their milk to their infant
and let the mothers accept the infant animals as their own babies with affection to them.

We need to give liquid food to the children animal that cannot receive enough milk from their
mothers. We make bantan (a paste made by boiling flour) carefully not to form lumps, and add butter
to it, and then feed it to children goats and sheep using nursing bottles. If there are lumps in bantan,
tips of nursing bottles will be clogged, and children goats and sheep may spill bantan on the ground.
The lumps also may choke their throats. Therefore, when we make bantan for children goats and sheep,
we must reduce flour to powder sufficiently fine, and blend it with cold water first not to form any

lumps, and then boil it.

—— How do you let the weak mother animals take care of their children?

We do “toigo” (to sing a song for mother animls to make up a relationship between mother and
children). We milk the mother animals and put the milk to the tails or the waist of their children sheep,
and then we sing in a slow and gentle manner as “toiigoo, toiigoo.”

We do the same way to goats as we do to sheep. However, we do not “zoigo” to goats, we do
“chiiige” to them instead. We sing in the same slow and gentle manner as “chiiige, chiiige” to goats.

We do “kéds” to camels. When we find mother camels that refuse their children, we put
placentas on their nose and let them sniff their children, and sing sadly as “kdds, kdds.” Since camels

are gentle animal, they cry with tears and ruminant in response, and accept their children.

——What did you usually eat at that time?

There were more than a dozen of servants in my mother-in-law’s house. We used to leave the
house every morning and collect dry branches and came back loading them on our back. Then, we had
morning tea together. We had also some zamba (roasted naked barley), shiiiirmeg (types of cheese),

butter, orom (a type of cream), and sometimes fried bread with the morning tea. We would make and
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have und (sauce-like soup made by frying raw flour with melted sheep fat or butter until it gets brown
and pouring boiled tea into it) for lunch. We had dinner made from flour. We occasionally boiled meat
and ate it, and we put noodles into the meat soup and made another dishes. We regularly called the

99 ¢,

daily three meals as “morning tea,” “noon tea,” and “evening dinner,” respectively.

My mother-in-law always had fresh meat because she was a wealthy. She ate only fresh one. She
ate three sheep a month, that is, one sheep were slaughtered every ten days and she regularly ate fresh
mutton. Every time after we boiled meat, she gave us some piece of it. We were not allowed to eat it
without her permission. However, we could only eat one piece of rib, or thigh or shank meat that had

already been almost eaten up.

——Did you adopt children, Ms. Yiim?

I have not gotten pregnant since 1947, when I suffered a miscarriage. Thus, I adopted a son in
1953, six years after the incident. I adopted a daughter from my sister-in-law after that. Her name is
Altantsetseg. She turns 35 years old this year. She is not married yet. She teaches in elementary school.
She was born in 1969, the Year of the Cock. She is currently in Tongliao for training.

I could not obtain any job after I had come to the center of the banner. Therefore, I took care of
and raised a lot of children. I worked as a kind of nursery school teacher and got paid for it, and then I
could afford to send my two children to school and make them graduate. Since I looked after and raised
a lot of children, they all called me Mam and came all the way to see me on Tsagaan Sar (luner New
Year festival) or some other events.

I think the most regrettable thing in my life was that I could not take good care of my birth
mother. I was not able to see her at the time of her death, and I heard of it through someone else.

My birth mother was over 70 in the winter of 1954. It snowed a lot that winter and was very cold.
One shivery night, when I came back home after grazing, I found someone had come to visit my house.
I was given words of appreciation, “It must be cold outside. I know you are hungry. Come sit right here
and have a meal. Warm yourself up by the fire.” Since everyone in the family was too kind to me and
not the usual saying something like that, I was scared and felt uncomfortable, sensing that something
must have happened. Then, I came to think that my mother was not very well or something wrong
happened to her. After I drank a cup of tea and had a meal and felt my body warmed up, the person
who came to my house told me, “I came here to tell you something. There are good news and bad news.
First, I would like to tell you the message from your husband. He says he is very well. He says he will
come back to see you really soon. The other news is that your mother has died. She was very old, so it
was only a matter of time. Brace yourself.” He told me exactly what I was thinking.

He told me that my mother went out in search for lost camels in the heavy snow and the cold of
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winter, and froze to death outside, sitting in the ditch. I feel frustrated with one of the youngest of my
older sisters. She did not go out to search for my mother even though seven days had passed since my
mother had left home looking for lost camels in the heavy snow and the cold of winter. She left my
mother outside as if there was no such relative in the family. She knowingly left my mother outside
without minding that the old person was going to freeze or to die. Someone found my mother frozen to
death and told about that to my family. I heard about the story afterwards.

When my mother was alive, I could not afford to take care of her. I was not able to attend the
funeral, and said a prayer only one time after her death. I feel a great regret even now and for the rest of
my life.

I took a very good care of my mother-in-law instead. I looked up to my mother-in-law as a real
parent, and she treated me as a daughter-in-law, and never stopped beating me from the time I had
married into the family when I was 15 years old. However, I lived with her for more than a dozen of
years doing what she told me to do. After the year 1959, I was with my husband who worked in the
center of the banner, and sometimes went to my mother-in-law’s house to look after her. When my
mother-in-law became partially-paralyzed and we had to care for her in 1961, my husband and I
brought my mother-in-law in to my house in the center of the banner, and I took care of her moving her
toilet bowl or doing other things for four to five years.

I gave my affection and devotion to my mother-in-law in stead of my birth mother and took
really good care of my mother-in-law. She died in 1965. I would hold up my mother-in-law as if she

was my real child and took great care of her.

Around 9 a.m., on September 2, 2003, we visited Ms. Yiim’s house (in the center of Ejene banner),

and held this interview.
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Ms. Bor

Ms. Bor was born in 1927, the Year of the Rabbit, and is 78 years old. She was said to have
originally belonged to the Torguud (people who did not move towards the Caspian Sea) who lived
in Bayangol area, the southern part of the Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous Region. She herself was

born in Toonot, Bayanbogd in Ejene banner. Her birth mother also died there.

——Would you talk about your childhood and growing up?

My birth mother’s name was Chuluu. I was told that she died form a disease that makes the
throat swell (hyperthyroidism) at the age of as young as 25 years old. I was said to have been only five
years old then. My mother gave birth to me in our family home before the marriage. I do not know my
real father’s name. Since my mother died immediately before the marriage, I hear my father married
another person later on.

The name of my mother’s father (my maternal grandfather) was Uchiral, and he was said to have
died young. The name of my mother’s mother (my maternal grandmother) was Biivei. The name of my
mother’s brother (my uncle) was Bonton, and my mother Chuluu and my uncle Bonton were the only
two children in the family.

I was left an orphan at the age of five, and lived with my grandmother Biivei and my uncle
Bonton after that. Then, I lived with my grandmother’s younger brother, who was a lower-level official,
for one year. After that, my uncle Bontén got married, and I lived with him as well. The name of my
uncle’s wife was Balmaa; however, we affectionately called the aunt Bambai. I was sent from place to
place like that perhaps because I was a motherless orphan.

After that, my grandmother let me be adopted to her relative, named Kanda. Kanda and Biivei
were cousins. Kanda was related to Dondiiv, the wealthy person. I came to live with my foster mother
Kanda when I was seven years old. Actually, Kanda herself was also an adopted child, that is, she was
an adopted child of wealthy Y6ro6lt bayan (bayan means wealthy).

Yoroolt bayan originally belonged to the Khalkhas (name of the majority group lived in
Mongolia); however, his mother was taken from Khalkha at the time of the battle of the Hui people.
First, she was said to have taken to Jinta county. She was pregnant with him at that time, and he was
born in Jinta. At the time I went to his house as an adopted child, Yorodlt was very wealthy. Yoroolt
did not have any real child.

I think he did not have a wife either. However, there lived a woman in the neighborhood named
Khandsiiriin, and if not living together, he used to go to her house and stayed nights there. The woman
sewed clothes, did the washing, and made meals for him. Y6r66lt bayan was said to have had seven

adopted children there.

133



The oldest was Kanda, the second was Shar, the third was Chimed (also known as Tsekher), the
fourth was Bor, and the fifth was Ogolai. Ogolai had been an orphan before he was adopted when he
was eight years old, and he was sent to school at the age of nine. Ogolai was taken out by his maternal
uncle Bat, and adopted to Yoroolt. Ogolai was given a lot of opportunities to study. When Ogolai
married Bulgan in 1956 and started to live his own life, Y6roolt bayan gave him some of his money so
that he could afford to have a decent family. The sixth was a Han Chinese girl named Tsetseg. Later,
she went back to Jinta in 1949. That was the year when I got married. The seventh was named
Sarantuyaa.

When 1 turned nine years old, Yoro6lt bayan put me on the horse’s back and took me to my
grandmother Biivei’s place, and then he formally asked my grandmother saying, “I am going to adopt
this girl.” At the time I was adopted to Yo6roolt bayan, he had about 400 goats, about 80 camels, one
herd of horses (a dozen to 20 of them), 30 to 40 mounts, 50 to 60 cows, and 30 to 40 donkeys. He kept
all five kinds of livestock.

My foster mother Kanda’s husband was a monk named Oidov. He was from Dariganga in
Khalkha. He used to go everyone’s house and chant a sutra since he was a monk. We called him “Lama
emchi aav (monk-doctor father).” We called Yoroolt bayan “Buural aav (gray-haired father).”

My foster mother Kanda and Lama emchi aav had a son. His name was Dorj. Dorj became a
monk; however, he suddenly died from measles when he was 22 years old. Measles was a deadly
disease that develops a rash on the skin and high fever. Lama emchi aav was in Lovonchimb temple (5%
7K=F in Chinese; established in 1798; located in Dengkou county of Bayannuur aimag) when his son
had died.

When the Producers’ Co-operatives was established in 1958, and the state-owned ranch was
established in 1959, we had already left the family. Yorodlt bayan (grandfather of my adopted family)
died in the spring of 1959 in Khabchig, Jargalant soum (village). Before the state-owned ranch was
established, Ogolai married in 1956, both Chimed (also known as Tsekher) and I married in 1952, and
thus all of us had left Yo6ro61t’s family and already lived our own lives at that time.

When the state-owned ranch was established, Shar (his wife was Dulmaa, his son was Amgalan),
Kanda, and Sarantuyaa offered their livestock and became the members of the state-owned ranch.

My foster mother Kanda and I were in charge of grazing sheep in the Yorodlt bayan’s house.
Adopted children of Y6r66lt bayan were, in a sense, treated no better than servants. We were not free to
do anything. We were not allowed to ride camels or horses without his permission. If we did not ask
him about riding them, he would yell at us.

Since Yoroolt bayan was a very wild and strict person, we were always frightened. He yelled at

us for everything we do saying, “You, successor of disorderly, evil blood,” and stood over us hold fire
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tongs in his hand. We were really scared, trembling, and speechless.

In the meanwhile, Shar and Dulmaa got to have some extent of power, they started to take
control of the house and the livestock. They eventually took over the Yo6roolt bayan. Today, Amgalan,
the only son of Shar and Dulmaa, is the successor of the Y6roolt bayan.

My foster mother Kanda was persecuted in 1966, and labeled as “rich herder,” and “herd owner,”
and then she died later in 1969. She was said to have died suddenly while she was grazing outside. |
think she must have died suffering from being labeled as bad person. We were not allowed to go see

her because we were stripped of our freedom.

——Would you talk about your family and your children?

I got married in 1952, when I was 25 years old. The name of my husband was Gonchiglodoi. We
finally got married one year after the ritual where my husband dedicated liquor and khadag (silk
clothes for ritual use) to us. Despite the permission of my foster mother, Yo6roolt bayan did not allow
me to get married, for he was a strict person and wanted me to continue grazing sheep.

Therefore, 1 gave birth to my older two children unmarried in the Yoroolt bayans house. The
name of my oldest child is Erkhemsain. He was born in 1948, the Year of the Rat. I changed his name
to Weidong (f##) (meaning protecting Mao Zedong) during the Cultural Revolution. He now works
in the center of Bayannuur aimag. Boldbaatur, my second son, was born in 1949, and now works in
Ordos city.

A man named Damdin, father of my husband Gonchiglodoi, liked me very much, and was said to
have been begging to my family for three years that he wanted me to marry with his son. After that, he
got permission, and then he dedicated liquor and khadag to my family. One year after the ritual, I was
finally allowed to marry my husband. When I got married to my husband’s family, Yo6roolt bayan gave
me 12 camels, and 25 sheep and goats as property. He did not give me anything more than that.

When I married into my husband’s family, they had about 60 sheep and goats, five camels, two
horses, two donkeys, and one ragged yurt. When we got married, they built a small yurt that consisted
of four pieces of khana (a grid-like foldable wall) for us. The yurt got full with two wooden chests that
I brought from my home.

My mother-in-law had already died before I married into the family. She died in 1945, after the
difficult delivery of twins. My father-in-law Damdin had lived with his four children then. There was
one more child, who was a Han Chinese girl. She was an adopted child and a servant. She was 17 to 18
years old, yet to be able to marry; however, thanks to our marriage, she was allowed to marry into
another family.

After we married and started to live in a yurt, my father-in-law married a single woman named
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Lkhamu. Lkhamu was an older sister of Kanda. After my father-in-law married and left the house, we
got to take over the family. Gonchiglodoi and I became in charge of the three orphans (my husband’s
brother and sisters), the family, and the livestock. We raised three orphans, who were Galsangonchog,
Baljir, and Dorjtsoo, and let them married and live their own lives. My father-in-law did not take care
of them.

Galsangonchog married into his wife’s family and left the house. Baljir worked in a post office,
and she got married with a clerk. We let Dorjtsoo get married in 1959. We built two yurts and gave
them some of our money so that they could live by their own. Dorjtsoo first got married a man named
Rosol; however, he went missing and Dorjtsoo divorced him, and then she married another person later
on.

I had six children. I adopted out my four children to other families, and raised the rest of the two
children by myself. I let my oldest son Erkhemsain to be adopted to the Erdenegerel noyan (noyan
means aristocrat). He was taken away to their family, rather than was adopted, I should say. Since
Erdenegerel and Bor could not have a child after their marriage, a mother of Erdenegerel, named
Tosontsagaan, took away the child from the Y6r66lt bayan’s house.

One day I came back home after grazing, my foster mother Kanda was crying. I asked her the
reason, and then she told me the story saying, “Your child was taken away.” I have heard that
Erdenegerel’s mother Tosontsagaan and my foster mother Kanda actually were cousins. Since they
were relatives, Kanda gave my child to Tosontsagaan after having been asked, “I want a child.” After
my child was adopted to the family, Erdenegerel and Bor were said to have had three sons (perhaps due
to the adoption of my child).

After my husband and I formally married, my foster mother’s younger brother Shar and his wife
Dulmaa took back my second son Boldbaatur to their home. (That was because Boldbaatur was born
before our formal marriage, and he was familiar with Shar and Dulmaa.)

My third child was a daughter named Balsanjav. She was born in 1952, and was the first child
after I married into my husband’s house. She was raised in my house. Her husband’s name was
Banzragchi. My fourth child was a daughter named Byambajav. She was born in 1956. I gave her to
my older sister Chimed (Tsekher) as her daughter. The name of Byambajav’s husband was Batu. My
fifth child was a son named Khogjilt, and was born in 1959. He was also raised in my house. His wife’s
name was Jibzan.

My sixth child was a son named Khosbayar, and was born in 1963, the Year of the Rabbit. I let
Khosbayar be adopted to Renchindawaa and Balmaa when he was a baby. He changed his name and
called himself Shuangxi (Double Joy) now. He works in Ejene banner, and has been promoted to the

vice chief of the banner recently. His wife’s name is Soyoltsetseg, and both of them live in the center of
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the banner. They are such innocent people, and sometimes come to my place to see me.

Balmaa often tells me even now the story of when she took Khosbayar away to her house. She
tells me repeatedly, “It was really awful of me to take away someone’s child without dedicating khadag
or thanking. I should at least have given a canned fruit to his real mother.”

My husband Gonchiglodoi was a military man. He had studied for three years in Xi’an branch of
Huangpu (¥ #) Military School of Kuomintang Party before he married me. He joined the People’s
Liberation Army after the liberation by China. He came back from the army in 1957, and became the
chief of the Jargalant soum. After that, he worked in the Hydropower Bureau of the banner. While we
were there, the Cultural Revolution started, and we were denounced.

I worked as the cadre (national public official) of gatsaa (small unit in the village) from the year
of 1958. 1 served as the leader of the Osoriingiii production team for ten years. After that, I served as
the secretary of the party branch of the production team for two years. In total, I worked as the cadre of
the production team for 12 years. I joined the Communist Party in 1958. My husband was not home
most of the time since he served in a public office. He sometimes went missing. I worked as the cadre
of the production team while looking after my children in the house.

We were started to be persecuted from the year 1966, and then we were sent to Subei county in
1969 in order to keep us away from the border. As many as 70 people from more than a dozen of
families including Erdenegerel noyan and his son Déndiiv Taij (faij was one of the dignities the Qing
Dynasty gave to the Mongolian aristocrats) were sent to various places in Subei county.

My family was sent to Begee in Subei. Norjmaa and Lobsamdashi’s older sister Batbelig were
also sent to Begee along with us. Batbelig was the Khalkhas (of Mongolia), and she was an efficient
person who could read and write well. Those who have been sent to Khoobulag in Subei county were
the five families including Erdenegerel noyan, Dondiiv taij, Delegdorj, Ishigalzan, and Sharkhiiii.
Among these people, Ishigalzan settled down the place, and later came back to Ejene in 1983.
Sharkhiiii stayed in Subei despite his old age.

Meanwhile, those have been sent to Shargaljin were five families including Shala, Sodnom,
Balmaa’s maternal uncle Norv, and a single man Tsogjil. Sodnom was shown to be stylish.

People like Bayanjargal, Danzan, and Bor were sent to Shibaocheng (fi/813). Danzan was a
husband of Altantsetseg’s foster mother, he divorced her later. The name of Bor’s wife was Aliman,
and she is alive and well today.

The reason we were sent to Subei was that my husband had been suspected of having a relation
to the Khalkhas, and had been accused of being “a spy of the Khalkhas” and “a member of the People’s
Revolutionary Party of Inner Mongolia.” The reason he was suspected of having a relation to the

Khalkhas was that Renchindawaa and my husband went hunting and not knowingly entered the
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Khalkhas’ territory once around 1960, and they were arrested by the border patrol, and were detained
for a couple of days, and then came back home. Therefore, he was suspected of having some relations
to the Khalkhas, or being a spy of the Khalkhas.

We stayed in Subei for ten years. We grazed 600 to 700 livestock there. My husband and I went
to Subei with my son Khogjilt. He was ten years old and a second grader; however, we let him drop out
of school and took him along with us.

Boldbaatur, whom I gave to my older sister Chimed as her daughter, was also accused of being a
“herd owner.” He had been in prison for seven years. After he was released, he got married in Subei.
He came back to Ejene and obtained a job while regaining his honor. However, he got to work in Subei
later in exchange for Mandakh. Mandakh was working in Subei; however, his home was in Ejene, and
thus they exchanged the work locations.

My son Khdgjilt came back home from Subei in 1979. We regained our honor at that time, and
my husband got a job at Grassland Station, and we all obtained the permanent urban residence
certificate.

I got to make meals for my eight grandchildren after I came back from Subei. That was because
my grandchildren started to go to school. We moved to live in the center of the banner, Dalaikhdv in
1984.

When my husband retired from work in 1999, he was qualified as a “retired cadre” (a social
position where you can get paid the same amount of money even after the retirement), for he was in
Huangpu military school before. Renchindawaa also got “retired cadre” treatment due to my husband’s
negotiation. Renchindawaa and Gonchiglodoi were the only two people in the entire Ejene banner who
were treated as “retired cadres.”

My husband died in 2001, two years or less after the retirement. After that, I got to receive 340
yuan a month as a livelihood support. I have been receiving the money until today. I am relying on that.

That is enough amount of money for me.

—— Don’t you have your own livestock?

I had my own livestock in the past. When the Producers’ Co-operatives was established in 1958,
I offered 200 sheep and goats, and 40 camels for sharing.

Long after I regained my honor, the Household Responsibility System was adopted, and I
received livestock as the interest for the livestock that I had offered. Therefore, I had some livestock;

however, I gave it to my daughter and his husband, now I do not have any livestock of my own.

——What was the pasture like when you were a child? Did you go far to move?
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The pasture in those days was really terrific. There was plenty of water and grass. When I was a
child, my house was in a place called Bor Chonjiin Khél (kho! is a general topographic term that
describes a trace of river in Gobi area). My birth mother died there.

I came to Dalaikhdv town when I was nine years old. We moved to a place where there was a lot
of tree shade and quality water in the summer. We usually moved riding on horses or donkeys. In the
winter, we moved to nearby Narin khol, where we could avoid the cold wind. We did not go too far. In
Tsagaan Sar, we made courtesy calls riding on the camels.

My adopted grandfather Yordolt bayan went on a caravan in October or November every year. |
think he used to go to Jinta or Jiuquan leading 15 to 20 camels. Once he left, he was gone for 15 to 20
days, and came back with some living necessaries such as various kinds of food and clothes. That was
the farthest he went on a trip. He did not go or move that far except the trip with the caravan. When he
went on a caravan, YoOroo6lt bayan always took one servant along with him. He sold four to five cows
besides furs of the livestock every year. He purchased sacks of naked barley and millet with that money,
and came back home loading them on the camels’ back.

In our daily life, we used to drink tea in the morning. We made some beverage and drank it in the
afternoon. In the evening, we boiled meat and put flour into the meat soup, and had them. In the
Yo6roolt’s house in those days, two sheep or goats were slaughtered almost every month and we ate it.
Besides, one cow was slaughtered every year and we ate it. We would eat jigd other than the meat of
the livestock. We could see many jigd in Jinta on the Onts river. Buds of sukhai were also our favorite.
We could see many buds of sukhai along some of the rivers in Jargalant. We also used to pick and eat
but’s 6slig (kharmag). The pasture was rich in vegetation in those days, and there were many plants

like those.

—— Did you receive the interest of the livestock that Y6ro66lt bayan had shared?

He told us that he would give us the money; however, we have not received it yet. There is no
reason that we receive it. We married early and started to live on our own, and already received the
money that he had to give us, and thus we have no reason to receive the money. Shar was the person
who took over the family, and currently Amgalan is on the position and he receives the money. I think

Boldbaatur also receives some of the money.

——Your grandfather Yo6ro6lt bayan was the one of the six rich men in Ejene. Did you know who the
other five men were?
Yes, of course, I knew. Besides my grandfather Yo6ro6lt bayan, Avirmed bayan (Yim eeji’s

mother-in-law), Niidiin Meeren (meeren is one of the government posts of the Qing Dynasty), (his real
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name was Niidiindelger), Erdenegerel noyan, Sonomdarmaa, and Dondiiv Taij were the men you asked.
Sonomdarmaa lived down on the river. Yo6roolt bayan’s house was also down on the riverside. Those
six families moved together to the upper area of the river, and they shared all of their livestock so that
they could establish the state-private ranch. Since my grandfather had already died at that time, his

oldest adopted child Shar took over the family and the livestock, and became the member of the ranch.

Around 4 p.m., on September 2, 2003, we visited Ms. Bor’s house (in the center of Ejene banner),

and held this interview.
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Ms. Kanda

——Would you talk about your family and childhood?

My name is Kanda. I was born in 1929, the Year of the Snake. I am now 76 years old. I was told
that T was born in April 15 according to the lunar calendar inside the current Osériingiii gatsaa area.
Both of my parents were Torguud. My father’s name was Biintiin. Mother’s was Balmaa. The name of
my grandfather was Khokhdondiiv, and my grandmother’s was Jiinjimaa. They were my maternal
grandparents. I did not know well about my paternal grandparents. My parents gave births to 13
children. Four of them are still alive.

Since my father died young, my mother remarried and gave births to some more children. My
real father died after the birth of Dagsiirlin. Those born after Dagsiirliin were the children of my
stepfather.

I was born in my mother’s family home before she got married. She was said to have married
into my father’s family when I was two years old. Therefore, I was called “stray, motherless child.”
When my mother married into the family living in the upstream area, I stayed with my grandmother.
My grandmother died when I was six years old, and after that, my mother’s older sister (my maternal
aunt) Lkhamu adopted and raised me so that I could live by myself.

I was the oldest of all of my mother’s children. The second oldest was my younger sister
Yumchin, the third was my younger brother Tserendorj, and the fourth was my younger brother
Tsedenjav. Tserendorj was a monk, and he died of a disease. Tsedenjav died in 1996 shortly before my
mother died at the age of 85. The fifth child was a girl; however, she died even before she turns one.
Her name was Delgiinbyamba. The next was also my younger sister, named Surunga. The next was my
younger brother born in the Year of the Monkey; however, he had a short life. The ninth was born
premature and died soon. The tenth was my younger sister Dagsiiriin, and she is alive and well. The
eleventh was my younger brother and the twelfth was my younger sister; however, both of them died.
The youngest and the thirteenth child was Tsetseg, and she is also alive.

The four of my mother’s children, that is, Yumchin, Dagsiiriin, Tsetseg, and I are still alive.
Dagsiiriin and I were raised in the same family.

My maternal aunt Lkhamu, who adopted and raised me, remained single her entire life. There
were two maternal uncles besides her. One was a monk, and he died. The other lived with us although
he was married at that time; however, he later left the house to have his own family.

When I was a little child, I remember that my aunt’s house—“my house,” I should say—had
about 200 sheep and goats, several camels, several horses, three to four donkeys, and besides that, they

had more than a dozen of cows. Apart from that, they grazed the livestock of the temple nearby. They
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sometimes looked after several camels of some other people’s as well. I think they got rewarded for
that.

My younger sister Dagsiiriin was also adopted to my aunt’s family. My aunt adopted a boy
named Sedei besides us. When he grew up and got married, my aunt gave him some of her money so
that he could live by his own. The adopted brother of mine died after that. My brother Urugshilt was
also the adopted child of my aunt. She gave some of her money as well and let him married.

Although my aunt was single, she formally adopted and raised four children including me. Other
than us, she took a really good care of many children such as Janchiv, Ménkhjargal, Chuluu, Yanjaa
(Han Chinese in Saikhannuur), and so on, and let all of them live on their own. The Han Chinese child
was left an orphan when he was two years old because of her mother’s death from blood loss. My aunt
adopted and raised the child.

My aunt was such a generous-hearted and merciful person. She always felt sorry for suffering
orphans, brought them to her house, cared, and raised them. As everyone said, she had a gentle heart

just like Lkhamu Buddha (angel) does as her name suggested.

——Until what age were you with your aunt?

I had been with my aunt until I got quite old. I got married when I was 22 years old. I finally
married my husband in 1951, after the liberation by China. My husband’s name was Gonchigsodnom.
When we got married and started to live on our own, my aunt built a yurt for us. Then, she gave us 70
goats and sheep, four camels, two jennets, and one pale yellow horse as property. My husband’s family
gave us only one camel as property for their son’s marriage. We did not receive any other livestock
from the family. My husband’s mother was Torguud of Ejene, and his father was Torguud in the
northwestern area, that is, Torguud of Khovogsair. My husband’s mother died young when he was 13
years old; however, his father (my father-in-law) lived long until the age of 80. He died more recently.

We got married in 1951, and had been grazing until 1958, when the Producers’ Co-operatives
was established. During those seven years, the number of the livestock increased to a large degree. We
offered 380 sheep and goats, more than a dozen of camels, two horses, and four to five donkeys for
sharing. We were labeled as “herd owner” later due to the contribution.

When people’s commune was established in 1958, I attended to the meeting as a representative.
An election was held in the conference, and I was chosen by every one as the deputy director. I first
became the deputy director of the Jargalsaikhan commune.

Before that, I learned new Mongolian scripts for one month in 1953, and I obtained a job as a
teacher due to my good achievement in learning. I went around every home holding one blackboard in

my hand, and taught them new Mongolian scripts. I was engaged on the work to eliminate illiteracy in
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the pasture. I was chosen as the deputy director by every one because of my ability to read and write
new Mongolian scripts, which was shown through my engagement with the work.

When I came to serve as a national cadre in Jargalsaikhan commune in 1958, my husband also
came along with me. My husband did woodwork or something at the commune. Bag (production team;
under unit of the people’s commune) was established in 1960, and I was transferred to Jargalant soum
(it was the commune at that time) in 1964. It was in December, the midwinter. Then, I was denounced

two years later in March 8th, 1966 as a member of a “reactionary gang.”

——How were you labeled as?

EENNT3 99

I was labeled as “national traitor,” “a spy of the Mongolia People’s Republic,” “a reactionary

29

secretary of Erdenegerel chief of the banner,” “an immoral woman,” and many more.

Then, I was taken away to the center of the banner, and was detained. Many people were
imprisoned there. A conference was held, and all of the people were taken up to the platform one by
one, had their pictures taken, and heard the plea of guilty. After that, I was sent back to the commune,
taken to my house. I worked in the commune under surveillance since then. There were five regulations
to be followed such as, you cannot talk to anyone, you cannot look someone in the face, and others.

I was under surveillance in the commune for eight months, and was not allowed to see my family
during the period. I was transferred to Naranbulag commune and imprisoned there in November, 1966,
and [ was taken out to the outside and blamed once in several days in the cold of the midwinter.

1 was released from the imprisonment the following year, in June 6th, 1967. After the liberation,
I was sent to work in Urjilt production team first. Then, I was sent to work in several places one by one
including Bayantsagaan production team, Naranbulag production team, and Osériingiii production team.
I was a felon. There was a man named Arbijikh. He was a criminal of the first degree, and I was the
second. In this way, I was under surveillance for five to six years.

I was released for about half a year in 1971, and then I was forced to go to “May seventh cadre
school” in the spring of 1972. I was also forced to work every day there. I did everything I was told to
do such as sowing seeds, watering the plants, and reaping the crops. I was supposed to work for three
days, and study politics for three days by regulations. However, I was forced to work every day
actually. I was supposed to stay in the school for six months. However, I was forced to stay in the
school for about a year, and finally became seriously ill, and then I had to ask the school to let me out. I
went to the school in February, and became seriously ill in December, and then I was carried by
someone to the cart so that I could get out of the school. After I came back home, monk-doctor Rabj
mamba (It means doctor in Tibetan language) treated my disease, and my birth mother Balmaa took

care of me, and then I eventually got well.
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Since 1973 I worked as a janitor of a dining room of the soum for three years. At that time, [ was
still not allowed to go back to the work that I used to do. I received 40 yuan a month for living. Three
years later, I was told to work as a production manager in late 1975. I did the work for two years. After
that, I was chosen as a representative again in 1977, and attended a meeting. Then, I was chosen as the
deputy director of the Jargalant commune again. I returned to the work of the cadre from the time I
became a production manager in 1975, and I got an increase in salary.

My monthly pay was 98 yuan before I was blamed as a member of a “reactionary gang.” I got to
be paid 98 yuan again according to the former standards after I returned to the work in 1975. I got paid
52 yuan a month when I first obtained a job in 1958. After that, before the Cultural Revolution, my
monthly pay increased and was 98 yuan.

In 1978, I went to Gurnai, and served as the deputy director of the commune. After working
several years there, I came back to work as the deputy director of the Jargalant commune in 1981.
Before I came back to Jargalant, I was asked to be transferred to the center of the banner, where I did
not go. That was because | was appointed to the principal of kindergarten for Han Chinese. Since I did
not understand Chinese language very well, I thought it would not do anything to go there.

After serving in Jargalant, I retired from the work in 1983. I was supposed to retire in 1984 at
first. I was born in 1929, that is, I was going to be just 55 years old in 1984. However, I heard a rumor
that then policy was going to be changed that year. The rumor was that the policy—after parents retired
from the work, their children would obtain the work instead—would be no longer in effect from the
year 1984. Until then, there was preferential treatment: after either of the parents retired from the work,
one of their children could obtain the same job instead. That treatment was called “dingti (in Chinese)”
(replace). Therefore, I retired from the work ahead of schedule in order to replace me with Khuvisgalt
(meaning a revolutionist), who was a real son of my younger sister Dagsiiriin. After several
negotiations, I let Khuvisgalt take over the job.

After the retirement, [ was grazing some livestock in Jargalant soum. I became seriously ill again
there. I received a medical treatment and slowly recovered. After the recovery, I moved to the center of
the banner in 1996.

My husband was a military man of the Kuomintang Party, and he could not obtain a job when he
came back to his hometown. After I was chosen as the cadre at the election, he lived with me in the
commune, where he could not find a job. He was accused of having been a military officer in the
Kuomintang Party during the Cultural Revolution. He was also denounced at that time; however, not as
badly as I was denounced. Thus, he could hardly obtain a job through his entire life. He is six years

older than me. He has gotten very old and lives with me in the center of the banner.
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—— Do you have children? Or not?

I have three children. It is a quite long story. I have never given a birth to a child. They are all
adopted children. The oldest child is a son named Giindei. He is called Khaltar Giindei. Giindei is my
oldest son. He was born in 1949, the Year of the Ox. He has retired from the work. He was born in
Alshaa banner. The name of his birth mother is Chuluu. She was also born in Alshaa.

Chuluu became the fifth wife of a rich old man when she was 18 years old in her hometown
Alshaa. The old man was called Brother Garchbichikhan. He was 72 years old when Chuluu married
him at the age of 18. His first wife was a very generous person. She was kind enough to teach sewing
and hand down the tradition to Chuluu. However, within a few years of their life, the old man and his
first wife died one after another.

The second, the third, and the fourth wives were all mean and vicious, and they treated Chuluu
very badly. Chuluu was pregnant at that time. As it got unbearable for her to be bullied, she ran away
one night riding on a camel with another camel behind her. She ran away that way to upper area of the
Ejene river. She married old man there, gave birth to a child, and let the child be adopted. The name of
the child was Radnaa. During the several years in that area, she got pregnant one more time. She then
went down to the riverside, and came to my house in 1948.

My aunt felt sorry for Chuluu as she always did, and while she was taking care of Chuluu,
Chuluu gave birth to a child in 1949. Chuluu named the child Giindei. Chuluu and her child stayed in
our house for several years. After that, my aunt let her marry again and gave her some of the property
so that she could live on her own. My aunt kept Chuluu’s child Giindei in our house, and I adopted
him.

When I got married in 1951, I came to my husband’s house with my son Giindei. Since I adopted
baby Giindei when I was young, I raised him with affection just like I was supposed to do to my own
child. The second child was a girl named Soyoltsetseg, born in the Year of the Sheep. She was a
daughter of my younger sister Dagsiiriin. I adopted her when she was four years old. That year, when I
went to my younger sister’s house, little Soyoltsetseg would not leave me and followed me wherever I
went. My younger sister handed over the child to me saying, “Sister, let her build a fire for you.”
Perhaps she said so because I did not have a real daughter. I had already adopted her when I was forced
to work in “May seventh cadre school.” Soyoltsetseg now works as a teacher at the Mongolian
elementary school in the center of the banner.

The third child was a son. His name was Batzaya, born in the Year of the Rat. I adopted him
from my younger sister Surunga. I adopted him when he was yet to turn one year old. When he was
grown up, I found a job at hydropower plant for him; however, he quit the job and went grazing to

Mazong. The child who makes me angry at this time is Batzaya. I think today’s children—how should I
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say—do not listen to their parents at all.

The name of Batzaya’s older brother was Batgerel. He has divorced his wife Saruul. However,
Batzaya is now planning to marry that woman named Saruul, who divorced his own brother. When he
brought her home with him, I told Saruul, “I want you to know that I have to save face. You can marry
into our house as a wife of my older son, but you can never marry into our house as a wife of my
younger son.” They are seeing each other, not allowed to be married.

I currently receive 1,500 yuan a month as a pension. I pay 1,000 yuan for the livestock I
purchased on monthly payment plan for Batzaya, and my husband and I live together with the
remaining 500 yuan. My husband has never gotten paid through his entire life. He lives with me relying
on my salary. Soyoltsetseg now takes personal care of us in the center of the banner.

I feel seriously ill these days, and I want to go out to the city for treatment. However, my
husband is not very well, either and I cannot go out letting him be alone in the house. I am worried that

what I should do if something wrong happens when I am gone. We are too weak to go out together.

——Is there anything that you feel sorry all the time?

What was regrettable was that I could not take good care of my maternal aunt Lkhamu, who
adopted me and raised me until I was grown up. I could not even see her on her deathbed.

My younger uncle Lkhanvaanjav lived in Bayannuur aimag. He has died recently. He lived with
us before. He worked as a member of the Kuomintang Party in the past. After my aunt became
partial-paralyzed, she went to Bayannuur for treatment in 1966 relying on the younger brother.
However, she did not stay there long. She came back to our house in 1967 claiming that she could not
endure the days without her children.

However, she was already not allowed to enter the house when she came back. She was taken out
to the outside and accused. My aunt was said to be denounced and killed in Osériingiii gatsaa. Since I
was also accused and deprived of freedom at that time, I could not go to see her. She was said to have
been denounced for about a month, beaten again and again to death, and then her body was burned. I
could not gather her ashes because a lot of bodies were burned all together.

After that, in the 1970s, the new government policy was implemented and my aunt and I
regained our honor. I tried to distinguish her ashes from others; however, there was no way to do it. In
those days, eleven bodies were burned at the same time. Five among eleven bodies were burned
individually; however, the rest of the six bodies were burned all together. My aunt’s bodies were
among the six, and I have not been able to gather her ashes until today. I feel very sorry for that even

today.
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——What was your life like at that time? What did you usually eat?

We usually ate dairy products and meat to live in those days. We exchanged goats and livestock
products such as furs and hides for naked barley. We occasionally sold our livestock to Han Chinese. A
camel caravan called Beijing Maimai (meaning pedlars from Beijing) sometimes came to our place. We
also went to Jinta county for bartering. Flat aaruul (types of cheese) and hand-made shiitirmeg were
also our favorite. We would leave furs and hides of the livestock with people who go to Jinta, and
asked them to obtain and bring our home the things we requested such as jujube and others on their
way back.

We drank tea and ate zamba in the morning. In the afternoon, we boiled tea, and put grains and
milk into it, and have a und and drank it. In the evening, we boiled meat, and put naked barley and rice
into the meat soup, and ate it. We made meals from flour, and ate it. We sometimes boiled and dried
jigd, ground them into flour, mixed them with zamba, and ate it. We had been headers before we
became the cadre. We were in Saikhantoorai at that time. I think seven to eight years had passed since
we had moved to live there. Our hometown was hit by drought in 1944, the Year of the Monkey, and
the river dried up, and we did not have anything to do. Therefore, we had to temporarily move to
another area. We moved to the riverside of the Hoit river (Mériin river) because the Omne river (Ejene
river) had already dried up.

After we reached to the Hoit river, we put up a tree to make shade. We took water from the river,
and dug wells to live around the area. Digging wells were easy. We could reach the water by only about
two meters. Every family helped each other, and dug other family’s wells one after another. We
frequently ate powdered jigd because we were short of foods in those days.

I devoted myself to the management of herding since I became the cadre in 1958. When the
Jargalsaikhan commune was divided into two soums, that is, Subnuur (the name has changed to
Sogonuur now) and Jargalant, I was in charge of sorting out the livestock. After the people’s commune
was established, Subnuur and Jargalant were merged into Jargalsaikhan commune.

I worked in Subnuur at first. It was quite tough to sort out the livestock in 1958. First, we divide
the livestock into soum and bag, and sort them out by the flock. One flock consisted of 200 to 300
livestock. Sometimes we put 400 livestock into one flock; however, that was not the usual case. We
provided the family with the livestock by examining the state of the family, labor force, the state of the
children, and others. We provided a flock with larger number of the livestock to the family that had a
lot of members and in a good condition.

We had some shared herds of horses; however, I do not think we had such herds of cows or
camels. There was a time that I could hardly eat meals due to the hard work of the commune. I usually

drank tea and ate zamba mixed with powered jigd in the morning, and that made my stomach full. I did
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not get hungry very soon.
We made fences for livestock as some of the works of the commune. We dug wells, provided

feed to the livestock. We grew crops to make livestock feed at the 41st Farm.

——What kinds of plants or grasses did you see?

Ejene was rich in plants and grasses. Khuls, sharalj, iiet ulaan, iisn 6vs, khers, khamkhag, sukhai,
khoron buyaa, shikher buyaa, toorai, jigd, timkhii 6vs (meaning stinky grass) were among those we
saw. Livestock did not eat young leaves of iimkhii 6vs. Livestock ate the leaves in the winter after they
turned yellow in the fall. Sheep and goats loved to eat them; however, camels did not. Livestock also
ate a lot of sukhai leaves. Sheep and goats ate khoron buyaa.

We went out to cut and collect kAuls in the fall at one time. We cut them while their tips were
still red and nutritious. Around late July was the best. If we went a little later, red tips would turn to
white puffball. That would not do. They were no longer nutritious. We collected khuls in gatsaas of
both Subnuur and Osériingiii. We cut and collected khuls to make livestock feed. We gave them mainly

to small livestock such as goats and sheep.

Around 2 p.m., on September 2, 2003, we first visited the Kanda’s house in the center of Ejene
banner and held the interview; around 2 p.m., on May 7, 2004, we visited again and held the

interview. She passed away on December 14, 2005. May her soul rest in peace.
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Ms. Bor (Jojo Bor)

Ms. Bor (Jojo Bor) was born in the Year of the Rat, and is 81 years old. Everyone calls her
“Jojo Bor.” She was born in 1925, in Adag suli, which was one of the three sulis of current
Bayanbogd soum in Ejene banner. She was born as the fourth daughter and seventh child of
Bazar. She had nine siblings. The oldest was Pagmaa (called Amaa), the second was Dari, born in
the Year of the Rat, followed by Tsagaan, Molom, Dorj, Sunguruv, and the seventh was Jojo Bor,

the eighth was Tsiiltiim, the ninth was Jivzan, and the tenth was Otgon (also known as Ishitsoo).

——Would you talk about your parents and your childhood?

The name of my father was Bazar, and he was born in 1886, the Year of the Dog. He was
originally the Khalkhas, and born in Ejene banner. My grandfather had his twin brother. They were
called “Ikhe Ikher (older brother of the twins)” and “Baga Ikher (younger brother of the twins).” My
grandfather was the older brother. I did not know anything about my grandmother.

The name of my mother was Lkhamtseren. She was born in 1887, the Year of the Boar. She was
one year younger than my father. The name of my maternal grandfather was Dogar. He was Torguud,
and was said to have been born and raised in Ejene. My mother was said to have two sisters, and they
were well-known and dubbed “three sisters of Dogar.” I did not know much about my maternal
grandmother either.

When I was a little child, I remember that my parents had about 300 sheep and goats, two camels,
seven to eight donkeys, more than a dozen of horses, and two to three mounts, and our life were not
very bad. I was adopted by my older cousin Namsrai when [ was around eight years old. Namsrai was a
daughter of my mother’s older sister, or my mother’s niece. She was single and not married when she
adopted me.

My cousin Namsrai was born in 1894, the Year of the Ox. I think she was around 30 when she
adopted me. She was not married then, and was wearing her hair down. In those days, unmarried
women were wearing their hair in a plait. They braided their hair in two pigtails to show that they were
married. Unmarried women had to wear their hair in a plait until they got married, and was not allowed
to wear their hair down as married women did. However, if they got older unmarried or had their
babies unmarried, they wore their hair down even though they were not married.

After my cousin Sister Namsrai adopted me, she gave births to two children without marrying to
anyone. The older daughter died after five months of her birth. The name of the younger daughter was
Li Xingjia (ZE#ES). She had the Mongolian name, Dulmaa as well. Since the first child had died soon
after her birth, my cousin asked a Han Chinese man called Li to name her second daughter in fear of

the child’s death, and got the name Li Xingjia. That was the name that indicated the Li family would
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keep the child alive and well in this world, and she was said to have survived thanks to the name.

Therefore, I lived with my cousin and foster mother Namsrai, and her daughter Li Xingjia. I got
married when I was 19 years old. After I married into my husband’s home, my cousin Sister Namsrai
also married a man. He was a man named Jamiyan, Nawansharav’s father. I remember he used to come
see my cousin to our house. After Navansharav’s mother had died, Jamiyan lived with his son. My
cousin sister told me “I am going to get married. Jamiyan wants me to marry him.” Soon after I left our
house, Jamiyan came to my cousin’ place as a husband, and started to live together.

My cousin Sister Namsrai was a very short-tempered person. She used to shout at me and beat
me. She treated me very badly in manual work. She verbally abused me as severely as my heart was
going to be torn apart. Although I was adopted by my cousin, I had quite a tough time living with her.
My parents seemed to have wanted me to marry sooner as they saw me suffering. One day my father
took me out and let me marry someone I did not know. Actually, he was not a man I did not know. I
knew him. I did not know who I was going to marry until the very day of the marriage.

One morning, when I came back home after grazing, my father and several people were there.
The three of them were riding on horses. I did not have any idea why they came there. To my surprise,
after the meal, my father took me out saying, “I came here to take you out with me. Your mother is
waiting for you on the riverside. So, let’s go.” However, it was a lie. Among the three men who came
along with my father, a man named Galdan held me and put me on the horse of his own, and I felt
somewhat strange about that.

My cousin sister said nothing to me when I was taken out by my father. She even did not see me
off. I knew my mother was not waiting for me on the riverside. My father and other three men took me
directly to my sister’s house, which was next to my parents’ house. I saw a ragged, low-ceilinged yurt
on the right side of my sister’s house. That gave me an approximate idea of what was going to happen.
I could tell that my father was going to let me marry someone; however, I did not know who the man
was at all.

My expectation was true. My father and others prepared a little for the wedding on the day they
took me to my sister’s house, and let me marry on the following day. I did not know who I was going
to marry until the very day of the marriage.

The name of my husband was Gonchig, who was born in Mongoljin (name of the place) in Fuxin
county, Liaoning province. His parents sent him to a temple to make him a monk; however, he did not
study very well, and a teacher sometimes yelled at him. He ran away from the temple, went wandering
to Beijing, and served as a monk for several years there. After wandering about the country, he came to
Ejene when he was 22 to 23 years old. He had no place to settle down after he came to Ejene, and

asked every home to give him a place to stay for years.
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At the time when I was little, before I turned eight and still with my parents, when a huge young
man named Gonchig came wandering to my house, my father took me in front of him saying, “Here
comes Gonchig. Ask him to cut your hair.” The man named Gonchig once gave me a haircut that way
when I was a little child. When my father cut my hair, I felt grate pain in my head because his hands
were horny; however, the man’s hands were smooth and I felt no pain when he cut my hair. I had never
seen him since I once met him that way until then.

At the time when I turned 17 or 18, one day when I was grazing outside, he came towards me to
have a talk with me; however, I hit him away from me. I completely ignored him and drove him away
yelling at him, “Go away, old geezer!”

He was said to have come to my cousin sister’s house later, and asked her to allow him to marry
me, devoting liquor and khadag to her. My cousin sister did not accept his offer at all, and got him out
of the house saying, “You cannot marry her. Go away.” Then, he was said to have gone to my parents’
house, and asked them to allow him to marry me, devoting liquor and khadag. Since my parents were
worrying about me at that time, they were said to have accepted liquor and khadag that he brought to
them, and allowed him to marry me. Gonchig then built his ragged yurt next to my sister’s house, and
came to my cousin sister’s house to pick me up.

I did not have a slightest idea that I was going to marry him in the first place. He was 15 years
older than me. I also did not want to marry a man who wandered around and asked every other’s home
to stay all the time. However, I could hardly disobey my parents. I cried and said to them, “I don’t want
to.” However, my parents persuaded me in many ways to marry him. My mother persuaded me saying,
“Although your cousin sister adopted you, she treated you too bad. So, you have been suffering from
her cruel behavior. We got very old. So, we thought that we were going to let you marry while we were
still alive so that we could hear good news and feel at ease.” My father also comforted me saying,
“Gonchig is much older than you, but the age belongs to him. It won’t affect your age. You cannot ask
for more than a simple life.” My sister said to me, “It’s important to live your own life even though the
life is difficult. You have been suffering too much in your cousin sister’s house.” Each of them
repeatedly persuaded me as the way everyone wanted to. Therefore, I got married and became a wife of

the man.

——How was your life after the marriage?

I got married in 1943. My cousin sister did not come to my wedding. I was told that she did not
come because the river flooded and she left stranded. I did not receive livestock or anything from my
family when I got married. Since Gonchig also did not have property such as livestock or anything, we

did nothing for several days after the wedding. Then, we started to graze other people’s livestock for
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our living.

After that, we occasionally grazed the livestock of the temple. We milked the livestock to feed
ourselves, and sold the furs and hides of them to purchase daily necessities. Because of “the increase of
the number of khdgnin uziitir,” we, who had nothing before, got to have several livestock of our own.
Khégnin uziiiir is the livestock that we receive in reward for taking care of other people’s livestock.
(khognin uziitir means tips of khdgnd. Khogno is a rope with hooks to tie baby sheep or baby goats
together). You could receive baby sheep in reward every year if you cared and raised other people’s
livestock well not letting them die. We received the livestock year by year, and got to have some
livestock of our own.

Soon after the marriage, Gonchig started to drink alcohol staying other people’s home. He would
go out drinking and come back two to three days later, or two to three months later. Sometimes, he
disappeared for half a year. I took care of the livestock and raised my children all by myself through
almost my entire life.

Gonchig did nothing in our house. When he got older, however, he occasionally made some baoz
(steamed bun) and shalbing (meat pie). Once he tried, he could make them quite good. He also
sometimes went grazing for me. However, he never did delicate works in his entire life such as taking

care of the childbirth of the livestock, processing dairy products, and others.

—— How many children did you have? Did you have a difficult delivery? Did you have a baby in your
house or go to hospital? Did you take a month of maternity leave?

1 gave births to three children. My oldest son was born when I was 20 years old, two years after
my marriage. Unfortunately, my son died at the age of 22 when he was riding on a horse. He fell from
the horse and dragged by the horse on the ground. He fell from the horse and broke his arms and legs,
and he died outside because he could not stand up by himself. We searched him out everywhere for
seven days, and finally found his body, which was releasing a strong odor. We found his body because
of the strong odor. His name was Choidorj. He had already been married and had a son. The son is still
alive.

The second child was a daughter born when I was 31 years old, and her name was Naranchimeg.
She could not find a job for years. The name of her husband (my older daughter’s husband) was
Sergelen, and he worked as a doctor in the center of the banner. He now retired from the work.

The third child was a daughter born when I was a 33 years old, and her name was Saranchimeg.
She originally worked in food company; however, she lost her job because the company was dissolved.
After she lost her job, she started a small business. She also tried to run a restaurant. She eventually

grazes goats now with her husband renting pasture from other people in Mazong. The name of her
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husband (my younger daughter’s husband) was Damdinsiiriin. After he was discharged from military
service, he served as a driver for the standing committee of the people’s congress of Ejene banner.
However, he later abandoned the job.

My children were all born in my house. I did not know the existence of a hospital at that time.
After I gave birth to a baby, and once the afterbirth was over, I put my clothes on, and was already
doing the house work. I did not know about a month-long nursing after childbirth. However, I wore a
hat for three days, or put a hood on my head instead in order to avoid being blown by the wind. Those
were the only things I did for myself. I did not do the nursing in particular for myself.

I did not feel much difficulty when I gave birth to a child. Because I was still young at that time,
I prepared for the childbirth even though I felt pain, and called someone in and asked her to wrap a
baby. Those were all I did. I did not have time to drink soup and lie down on a bed like young mothers

do today.

——Did your husband go back to his hometown Mongoljin?

Yes, he did. I think it was in 1970. We went there with our two daughters. That was his first and
only homecoming in 60 years since Gonchig left his family home. He returned to his hometown only
one time.

I did not know how many siblings my husband had. His two older brothers were said to have
been monks. He told me that he had one older sister. He used to tell me that the sister carried him on
her back, and took care of him when he was a little child. However, we could not find any relatives of
him there. We asked an old woman who was over 80 about his family, and she answered, “I have heard
of such a family, but I did not know them well. I do not know about their offspring at all.” Therefore,
we could not get any clues of what happened to his family.

There was a temple where several monks were said to have lived. We wanted to meet them;
however, we did not go there and returned home because we were told that the road to the temple were
very bad. Mongoljin was a farming area. Gonchig saw his hometown once again; however he could not

find any siblings or relatives of him.

——What conditions were you in during the Cultural Revolution?

1 was beaten. However, I think I was not beaten very badly. I was started to be denounced from
1966. 1 was accused of being a member of the Torguud Party and a member of the Erdenegerel’s
“reactionary gang.” Gonchig was arrested and taken away ahead of me. I was taken out of my house
and forced to work in a state-owned ranch. In the evening, I was forced to apologize and accused.

I was denounced for about a month. At that time, people started to use the method of lie and get

153



released; I also made a false statement and was released early. Since there was no one to take care of
my children in my house and they were still young, I had to make a false statement. I lied to a man,
“Yes, I did. I joined such a party. There were someone and someone and several others,” and then he
said to me, “Well stated,” and released me early. I made a false statement because a military man
named Zhang Guanzhang (#%B4%) hit my face. His interrogation was quite harsh. However, I did not
get injured from being beaten by him.

Gonchig was arrested and taken away ahead of me, and was already denounced. As it got
unbearable for him to be interrogated, he ran away. However, that brought about a terrible disaster. He
got caught and was imposed a heavier charge. He was denounced that he even “ran away to Mongolia,”
and was accused even harshly than before of being a spy of the Khalkhas. I regained my honor in 1970.

However, Gonchig did much later.

—— Were your parents also denounced?

Our parents died quite early without experiencing the era. I got married in 1943, and I heard a
rumor that all the members of my family died of infectious diseases in the fall of that year. However,
the reality was that we were not affected by infectious diseases, but we were cursed.

My second older sister’s husband Dashitseren made up a story that we were affected by
infectious diseases; therefore, such a rumor got spread. Let me tell you the truth about the false rumor.

In that fall, my oldest sister was pregnant; however, she became ill soon before the childbirth,
and her baby and she died about a month later one by one. The second older sister gave birth to a
premature baby, developed a fever, and both her baby and she died. Several months later, my parents
and my older brother died of diseases one after another. My older brother was such a smooth talker,
had a quick mind, and was down-to-earth. In this way, from the fall to the Tsagaan Sar, we suffered a
horrific disaster that seven members of my family died during the short period. All of the family
members got headache first, got tired and completely exhausted themselves, got unable to get out of the
bed, and died. That was not an infectious disease. We were cursed.

There was a man who formerly was a monk called Kharaalchi (kharaalchi means hexer) Shar.
Although he used to have been a monk, he had his wife and children. He had three sons named Tsagaan,
Shar, and Davaa; and one daughter. In the very year that I got married, my father was said to have had
a quarrel with that Kharaalchi Shar. Then, my father yelled at him and said sarcastically to him, “I have
heard that you are very good at cursing. Then why don’t you curse me? Put a curse on me and kill me.
Kill me if you can.” Kharaalchi Shar got trembled with anger, and after returning his home, he was said
to have put a curse on my father. I was told that someone heard the son of Kharaalchi Shar himself talk

about the story later.
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In order to put a curse on my father, Kharaalchi Shar killed a black goat, mixed its blood with its
butter oil, and lit a black fire. When he made a candle from zamba, he mixed black soot with zamba so
that he could light a black fire. He lit seven such black candles. He even made the candlewick from
black cotton that he dyed with soot. While he putting a curse on my father, his son asked him, “Father,
how come you are doing such a weird thing?” Then, he yelled at his son, “It has nothing to do with you.
Shut up. I will never forgive you if you tell other people that I was doing this. If you tell someone about
this, I will blow off your head.” After he put a curse on my father, he was said to have placed the seven
candles in the bush in front of my father’s house. It was said that there were some people who
witnessed the scene. After that, another people asked the son of Kharaalchi Shar about the cursing, and
the son was said to have answered, “I don’t know about that well. He killed a black goat and lit a black
fire and chanted a spell. But I did not know whether it was a ritual of cursing or prayer.”

Our family suffered a disaster because Kharaalchi Shar put a curse on my father this way. My
parents lived in a place called Gurvan namag (meaning three marshes) in Bayanbogd, and it was also
called adunai khashaa (meaning fences for herds of horses). The place later came to be called buzar
nutug (meaning sinister land), and the ruins of the farm has been regarded as a forbidden place where
no one is going to live until today.

No one was going to live in the place because there was a false rumor that infectious diseases
were spread. That may be the reason the place is still called “buzar nutug.” The reality is there was no

such infectious disease circulation in that place.

——Who do you live with now?

Now I live relying on some livestock. After the liberation in 1949, the production team was
established in 1958, we offered the livestock for sharing, and became the working staff of the
state-owned ranch. After I started working at the state-owned ranch, I grazed the shared livestock, and
my score was registered, and I got paid according to the score. My monthly pay was about 70 yuan.

In the 1990s, when the state-owned ranch was transferred into village, the previous salary system
was abolished. I was imparted with some livestock. There was an explanation that the livestock was the
interest for the livestock I had offered at the beginning of the establishment of the production team.

When the state-owned ranch was abolished and transferred into village, I was imparted with 30
livestock. Then, I offered other people to graze the livestock along with some livestock I already had at
that time. A son of my younger daughter Saranchimeg, Urgaa, namely, my grandson is in the grassland
and takes care of the livestock. I think there are already 100 livestock there.

I now live with Urgaa’s daughter Jims in the center of the banner. Jims works as a kindergarten

teacher in the center of the banner. She is 29 years old and not married yet.
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Gonchoig developed a severe disease in 1988, which made his urethral tube clogged, and it could
not be treated in the hospital of the banner. We took him to the military hospital in Shihao (1%5);
however he did not get well, and died that year. I, as you can see, am living this way so far.

My older daughter has her three daughters; however, neither of them has a job. Their mother also
does not have a job. They live relying only on my daughter’s husband’s pension. The name of my
youngest son is Ogtorgui. He now studies in school in Hohhot. The name of my second son is Orgil. He
does not have a job and stays at home. My older daughter Udval also does not have a job. She is not
married yet. She is now in Hohhot not doing any job. She was taken care of by her cousin sister
Altankhuwar before, and she lived with the cousin. She studied medicine there.

My older brother Molom is still alive and well living in a temple in Bayanbogd. He is 91 years
old. He was said to have gone to the temple and become a monk when he was seven years old. I went
to a house of a son of the aristocrat Damdin Taij as a servant when I was 15 years old.

When I got married at the age of 19, as Living Buddha had died at that time, we had a wedding
eating only dairy products. That is, we did not serve meat, and only had dairy products and distilled
liquor made from milk at the wedding. We did not conduct a ritual such as lining up uuts (one of the

parts of meat: from hip to bottom).

——Would you talk about the moving and the pasture?

We moved to Gurnai in the fall and the winter, and moved to the riverside area of the Dunda
river in the summer and stayed there during the summer time. Gurnai was a beautiful place, which had
khuls in the middle of the area, zag on both sides, and sandy place on the other side. That pasture was
later transferred to the army. We moved to Subnuur in 1957, and I worked as a kindergarten teacher
there.

We moved to the state-owned ranch in 1958. After we moved to the state-owned ranch, I grazed
sheep and my son grazed horses. Several people gathered and grazed about 200 horses.

In 1959, my husband and I grazed 1,000 suvai livestock (infertile livestock, that is, castrated
males and female livestock that was not to give birth that year). My husband got to take care of sheep a
little at that time. Even though he did nothing other than that, he went for grazing walking behind the
flocks of sheep. We returned the suvai livestock to the state-owned ranch on the following year, and
received about 400 of livestock with children (flocks of mothers and children) and started to graze them.
We made fences using toorai and sukhai to prevent the livestock from escaping. We made thick fences
for winter use, and loose fences for summer use.

The river always ran through the area. Its water level decreases a little in around May and June;

however, it never dried up. The Omne river (Ejene river) was blocked in 1952. After that, the Hoit river
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(Moriin river) was blocked instead, and the river from the south regained its momentum. There were
fish in the river. However, Mongolian did not eat fish. There also were a lot of birds. I saw ducks, geese,
cranes, yellow ducks, swans, and others. However, there were few swans.

There were various kinds of plants including tiingee, khiyag, asmag, tsegereg, sharalj and khuls.
Camels ate zag, tsekhireg, and but butargana. Humans and livestock were never short of water and
plants through the entire year, all four seasons.

Toorai and sukhai grew rapidly as if they were going to hit the sky, and we could barely see the
ceiling of the yurt when we went through the bushes riding on camels. In the fall, they grew even taller
and thicker to block the roads, and made it impossible for us to follow the livestock even from a short

distance.

Around 10 a.m., on September 2, 2003, we first visited the Bor’s house in the center of Ejene
banner and held the interview; around 7 p.m., on May 6, 2004, we visited again and confirmed

some points.
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Ms. Tserennadmed
Ms. Tserennadmed was born in 1938, the Year of the Tiger, and is 65 years old. A daughter

of nomads who was grazing camels for living stepped across the border and grew up in Mongolia.

—— Would you talk about your childhood?

I was born in Ungtgol in Alshaa aimag. 1 was an only daughter, and my father’s name was
Dovchin. He was of Arabian descent. The name of my mother was Semjin. They two were nomads.
Ungtgol was the home of camels. My parents grazed camels through their entire lives. We had 103
camels before we went to Mongolia. We moved to Mongolia in 1940. Since the army of the Khalkhas
took away the camels on the border to their land, we had to go to Mongolia to live.

We stayed in Tsailan (current territory of Noyan soum, Omiinegovi aimag. Military base) for one
year, and then we were sent to Khuuraikhudag, Khotont soum in Arkhangai aimag. We lived there
along with seven to eight families. We had nine camels, seven to eight cows, and some 20 sheep and
goats as our own livestock. Other families we lived together were quite wealthy and had a lot of
livestock.

When I was in Mongolia, passports were given to the people over 20 years old. I entered a school
in Khotont in 1948, when I was ten years old. My older brother and my cousin Piirv (a son of my
mother’s sister) were doing music-related work in Ulaan bulan. Therefore, I entered a school near the
facility.

The name of the principal of my school was Damdinsiiriin. The school provided the students with
schoolbooks, pencils, and all other necessities for free. Tuition was also free. There were classmates I
remember now including Balgansiiriin, Tserenjav, and Piirvkhiiti. Among my childhood friends, there
was a girl with long hair named Marusha. She studied with me in a school in Khotont soum until
around 1950, or 1953. I do want to see her again even now.

Mongolian government sent us to Arkhangai perhaps to keep us from escaping, because the place
was densely populated and inland far from the border. Arkhangai was really a beautiful place. It was
rich in plants and water. A lot of families were grazing together. We did not move too far, and there
was no draught. It never got dusty and was surrounded in green.

It was said that Arkhangai was the home of horses. Actually, every family had several herds
consisting of small number of horses. Sheep and cows produced a lot of milk. We milked them as often
as three times a day. Otherwise, it would overfill their breasts. In the fall, we could make seven to eight
giizee (a bag made from the rumen of a sheep or a goat by blowing air into it until it gets as big and thin
as a balloon and drying it) of butter.

Among the families first moved to Mongolia with us, Tosona (Darisiiriin), who lived in Urad
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area; Jinjigei (a single person); Giinjidmaa (had two children); and Shar (had four children) moved to
Omiinegovi and stayed there. They did not go as far as to Arkhangai. The pasture in Omiinegovi was
not very good in condition; there was a draught and few plants.

We moved to Omiinegovi from Arkhangai in 1953, stayed in the second Khankhongor bag in
Noyan soum for three years, and then returned to China in 1956. One hundred and five people of 30
families who were in Tsailan in Omiinegovi returned to China crossing the border with about 6,000
livestock and some 900 camels.

The reason we came back from Mongolia was that Mongolia and China concluded a treaty that
the two countries return the people with one another, and then we were sent back to China according to
the decision adopted in the mutually-attended military meeting in 1956. Therefore, we came out from
Alagshand in Mongolia, and settled down in Ungtgol soum in Alshaa aimag. Ungtgol soum was a
direct village of Alshaa aimag. It belonged to current Ejene. Ungtgol soum was taken into Ejene in
around 1960.

We came back in September, 1956, and I obtained a job in that November. Since I was able to
read and write, I became the cadre of the Women’s Federation of the Left- Alshaa banner. Among the
people who came back with us, Sharchin served as the chief of the Producers’ Co-operatives of the
Alshaa aimag. Yerenpil served as the head of the Ungtgol soum. Yerenpil was my maternal uncle. He
was my mother’s younger brother. Prev was the founder of the ulaan mdchir (mobile performance
teams/ revolutionary cultural troupe mounted on horseback) in Alshaa aimag.

Prev and I were cousins, and were raised in the same family. We were really close as if we were
actual siblings. Boldbaatur was appointed to a staff of the propaganda section. After that, he became a
member of the ulaan méchir. Since we had been educated at the time of the homecoming, we could

afford to obtain jobs and lead better lives.

——Would you talk about the situation of your family?

I got acquainted with my husband in 1961, and got married. I was started to be denounced from
September, 1966 variously labeled as “a spy of the Khalkhas,” “a member of the People’s
Revolutionary Party of Inner Mongolia,” “rich herder of the Establishment” or “herd owner.”

My husband was a teacher. We had one child (adopted child). My daughter Narantsetseg was still
three years old at that time. My husband was locked up in a facility of the school. I was forced to go to
a forestry factory, and my mother was living in the pasture in Ungtgol. In this way, four members of
our family had to live separately in three places.

I started to work at May seventh cadre school (institute for ideological remolding) under

surveillance in October, 1968. My monthly pay was 25 yuan. Childcare allowance was ten yuan a
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month. My husband returned to work in 1970, and we finally reunited and started to live together in
November, 1971. After that, we adopted two children. I formally regained honor in 1973. I received a
certificate of honor for 30 years of service from the Women’s Federation. I did not give birth to a child

through my life, and adopted three children.

—— How were you accused of during the Cultural Revolution? What was your charge?

I was mainly accused of being “a spy of the Khalkhas.” After I came back to my country, I wrote
letters in Cyrillic to a lot of people because I was capable of writing the Cyrillic alphabet. Elderly
people who had their relatives or friends in Khalkha asked me to write letters for them. They also asked
me to read aloud the letters in Cyrillic arrived from Khalkha for them, and then let me write in reply to
those letters. I was doing such things at that time. However, once the Cultural Revolution began, all of
the kindness resulted in tragic consequences. I was labeled as being “a spy of the Khalkhas,” and was
falsely accused.

People who let me write letters to Khalkha also seemed to have been blamed and severely

questioned. Therefore, someone seemed to have said that [ was “a spy of the Khalkhas.”

—— Did you go to Mongolia recently?

In 1986, my cousin’s younger brother Zorigt, who worked as an art teacher in Noyan soum
middle school in Omiinegovi aimag of Mongolia, came to visit me. Therefore, I left from Ereenkhot
and crossed the border to go to Mongolia. After that, I went to Mongolia in 1995, 1998, and 2002. My
relatives are in Mongolia now. Their living standards are not as good as ours. However, the nature and

the pasture of Mongolia are wonderful.

On September 3, 2003, we visited Tserennadmed’s house (in the center of Ejene banner), and

held the interview.
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Ms. Naran

Ms. Naran was born in 1940, the Year of the Dragon, in Khalkha and is 65 years old. Both
of her parents are from the Khalkha and she herself was born in Sevrei soum, present
Omiinegovi aimag of Mongolia. She moved to the Right-Alshaa banner when she was two years
old.

When her parents returned to their homeland in 1949, Ms. Naran was made to remain
there with her maternal grandmother. Her grandmother, who was so old that she did not intend
to go back to her homeland and hence decided to stay in the place where she had moved to,
“needed someone to live together.” Her family was urged to decide who should remain there with
her grandmother and decided to have her remain there with her grandmother because she was
eight years old, an age when children are lovely to grandmothers. Ms. Naran was thus brought
up by her grandmother together with two her materal uncles. It was 41 years later that she was

reunited with her parents, brothers, and sisters, who had returned to their homeland.

——Would you talk about your childhood?

I will start the story with my parents. The name of my father is Erendee and the name of my
mother was Togoo. My parents had 12 children, nine of whom were alive but one of them passed away
recently. Thus eight children are still alive. I am the third child in my family.

The eldest child was my elder brother Dambaravjaa, the second child was my elder sister Delger,
the third child was me, and the fourth child is my younger sister Shirim, who was born in 1942 during
the relocation from Khalkha and died of uterine cancer recently. The fifth child was my younger sister
Soma, the sixth child was my younger sister Jivzankhorloo, the seventh child was my younger brother
Togiis-Ochir, the eighth child was my younger brother Senge-Ochir, and the ninth child was my
younger brother Odkhiiii.

My four brothers and sisters—Dambaravjaa, Delger, Soma, and Odkhiiii —are grazing at Sevrei
soum in Omiinegovi aimag of Mongolia at present. Senge-Ochir used to work at the center of
Omiinegovi aimag, Dalanzadgad, but has quit the job and is engaged in commerce. Togiis-Ochir and
Jivzankhorloo are also working in Dalanzadgad. A daughter of Delger is working in Noyan soum of
Omiinegovi aimag. Noyan soum is a soum just on the border with Tsekhe of Ejene.

I was taken charge of by my grandmother when I was 8 years old. Thus I remained in Ejene
alone apart from my elder brother and elder sister. They have all returned to Mongolia together with
my parents. In those days, my parents lived at a place called Altantevsh of Mt. Alag in Right-Alshaa
banner. When my grandmother came to our house to take me to her house, they say that my elder

brother and elder sister tried to prevent her from taking me away. Then my grandmother was said to
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take me away telling them, that “my grandmother will pay a visit to the Lovonchinb temple with me.”
They say that my elder brother and elder sister chased us running along the base of the mountain but we
went away further and further in a moment.

My parents went back to Khalkha from Mt. Alag by way of Mt. Zunaa (one of the 36 bags) in
Left-Alshaa banner. They say that a very kind and excellent person named Biivei Daamal devoted
himself to the repatriation of several households and enabled my parents to relocate on a night
previously-arranged with the Khalkha Army.

My grandmother was very poor. After having born three children, she came over to Mt. Zunaa
from Khalkha in Left-Alshaa banner with an empty bag with neither livestock nor assets. While staying
there, she came to live in Ejene eventually. When I was taken by her, there were only 30 sheep and
goats at the most. The name of my grandmother was Pagma.

Since we owned few livestock, we earned a small amount of remuneration by taking care of
livestock of others. If the livestock grew up well by successful grazing, we were given one livestock
per 100 livestock as remuneration. In the meantime, our livestock increased very much.

In 1956, my grandmother passed away at the age of 75 years old. As I was left alone, I depended
on other families and was billeted next to them. When the Duguilan started to be organized, I had lived
line in my house. Two households, three households, and five households collaborated to organize a
larger Duguilan. In those days, I had 40 sheep and goats, two camels, and two donkeys. It was decided
that nomads, who intend to join the Producers’ Co-operatives, will supply their livestock and will graze
the public livestock. Three hundred to four hundred livestock were jointly grazed by one to two
households. After grazing the public livestock approximately for two months, I was elected as a vice
leader of the Ulaan-Odu (red star) Producers’ Co-operatives.

After I was designated as a leader, I gradually grew up as a leader while being engaged in the
group work with other people and I worked for the production team for two years. In those days, the
people elected me in the belief that “T am a good girl with capability of accomplishing much job.” I was
actually too shy to make a speech in front of the people.

Let me tell you one episode. I was once told to make a speech at a conference that many people
will attend. I tried to decline the request for making a speech but I could not help accepting it. I could
read a script, which I had written previously, with no problem before the conference started. When the
conference finally started, however, | was embarrassed so badly that I became incapable of reading the
letters written in the paper at all. I was thrown into confusion with my hands and feet shaking. I was
deadly ashamed and finally lost consciousness and fell down. Since this incident, I was allowed not to

speak in public. I had lived in that way until I became 20 years old.

164



—— Did you get married at the age of 20?

No, I got married at 18 years old. I lived with my husband’s parents in a house arranged by
someone and held a wedding after the Producers’ Co-operatives was organized. The name of my
previous husband is Danzan.

My husband’s father, Togtokh, was a wealthy nomad with two sons. The elder son, Bayanjargal,
had returned from the military service. He originally belonged to the Kuomintang Party and later
assumed a post of a local military chief after the People’s Republic of China was established. He had
been arrested during the Cultural Revolution and dispatched to the Mazongshan. He returned home
after living there for seven years. The younger son, Danzan, had assumed the post of the head and
accountant of the Ulaan-Odu production team in Saikhantoorai.

During the “Purge of the Gang of Four,” such rumor that Danzan “embezzled public foods.”
However, he has never brought home any public properties for personal use. He was originally from
Torguud and was far older than I was.

In those days, we were very hard up. We had little cash. In his duty at the people’s commune,
Danzan recorded and calculated the scores, which were achieved by the union members as the basis for
the remuneration to be allocated to them. The accountant was in charge of calculating the scores to
allocate the remuneration to the commune members based on the scores. Who knows what he thought
in those days? He had brought home the money to be allocated to the commune members and hidden it
under the bed. I did not know the fact either. He never told it to me. After all, the people of the
households to be allocated with the money hunted for our house and found the said money under the
bed of our house. Since then, he came to be reputed as thieves and doubted.

I came to feel that I am much doubted when I visit others’ houses or go to a place where many

people gather. That is why I came to think of parting with him and I got divorced from Danzan in 1970.

—— Did you have any children when you got divorced from your ex-husband?

I had children of course. I had two children. The elder child is Altantsetseg who was born in the
Year of the Boar, 1959. I adopted her as my foster child in 1962 when she was 3 years old.

Since I got married, I miscarried one baby and had another baby born dead. Thus, with no
children growing up, I received her for adoption. After the adoption, I delivered another baby by myself
in 1967. This child is a son named Gardi. He was born between my ex-husband, Danzan, and me. Gardi
works at the police box in Bayanbogd soum.

In 1969, Gardi’s younger sister was born but died at a week old. After I delivered Gardi, I was
badly tired, maybe because I delivered him at 27 years old, a considerably old age for childbirth. I had

delivered children earlier at 17 to 18 years old. It is said that childbirth at younger age is easier because
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the body is more flexible. He was born finally after three days and three nights of labor pain. I was
hospitalized at a hospital located at the center of the banner. Even after the pain was finally released, I
stayed up all night long holding him in my arms because the new-born baby cried through the night
without being able to drink milk due to successive diarrhea. As a result, I suffered from deadly
lower-back pain. On one night, when I stayed up overnight, I asked a nurse to help me. Then she has
gone away, saying “I will be back,” and never returned again. Thus I was left unattended until the day
broke.

After having stayed at the hospital for three days in that way, I was discharged from the hospital
because the abdominal disorder of the baby slightly recovered, and confined myself in my house for
several days. It was not common during that time that a woman in childbed rests for one month after
delivery. However, I took care of myself not to be chilled by the cold wind.

I had lived alone for a while after I was divorced. I let my two young children enter a
kindergarten and an elementary school respectively to have then study hard, with a struggle to let them
keep pace with others. In addition, I worked hard in livestock raising so that the lifestyle of the three
may be improved. I brought up my two children to full-fledged persons in that way.

And then I got married to my present husband Jargal in 1975. Jargal brought up in a poor family
with two brothers. He is a reliable and generous person with very good personality. He worked as an
accountant for Monkhet production team until 1980s. He recent quit the job due to bad headache. His
only one younger brother died in 1979 or 1980. That incident caused him to suffer from headache since
then.

His younger brother left home after having argued with his wife under the influence of alcohol,
and died while wandering outside. Jargal encountered the dead body of his brother, who killed himself
without doubt, while anxiously looking around for him. He was shocked very much and has suffered
from headache since then.

In 1975, we adopted a young boy Bolor as our son. We received him when he was a baby and he
has grown up enough to thoroughly take charge of household chores and livestock raising. When
livestock was allocated to us in 1983, our family members were three, namely my husband, Bolor, and
me. Our daughter and the elder son have already grown up and established other households. We were
allocated with 180 sheep and goats, 20 camels, and two donkeys. We finally returned the camels to the
common ownership.

At present, the number of sheep and goats has increased to 600. We intend to sell them every
year to decrease the number to 400. Bolor has married and their child has grown up enough to enter an
elementary school this year. While Bolor lives with his wife raising livestock, we old folks live in a

town to take care of our grandchild.
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The pasture allocated to us is located in Monkhot gatsaa of Saikhantoorai soum. We have
enclosed it with wire netting. Everyone encloses his own pasture. Our two children cultivate cotton in
30 mu (Imu=6.67a) farmland. They cultivate corn in 10 mu, gaoliang for animal feed and small
quantities of vegetables and watermelon in 15 mu.

We planted jigd trees too in the 30 mu in accordance with the “Land Conversion Program from
Farm to Forest/Grassland (tuigang huanlin/cao)” policy taken by the Monkhet gatsaa. Jigd planting is
subsidized. A forester of one mu will be granted with 50 kg of wheat flour, 50 kg of corn, and 20 yuan.
This subsidization program will continue for eight years.

The two youngsters are struggling very much to preserve the pasture. They seemingly use the
pasture by dividing it into several sections. To begin with, the districts, which are the most important to
protect the toorai, are two soums, Subnuur and Jargalant. Our town, Saikhantoorai, should also protect

toorai. This is the present status of our little sons.

—— How did you learn the alphabets?

1 learnt the alphabets at a Duguilan organized in 1956. In those days, formation of a Duguilan
started for three to five households as one unit. We learnt the alphabets at the Duguilan. In addition, we
jointly constructed a fence for sheep with the Duguilan. 1 learnt alphabets a little in those days. I still
remember what I learnt.

During the Duguilan era, we came to graze livestock collectively by six households, with the
livestock separated into the herd of castrated males, the herd of reproductive females, and the herd of
kid goats. Consequently, various issues developed. The herd comprised only of castrated males was
restless and always moving here and there. In terms of the herds of kid sheep and kid goats, the child
animals flocked together at night due to the cold and were crushed to death with the weight of the heap.
Accordingly, we put the livestock together again.

In 1956, when the Duguilan started, my grandmother was hospitalized due to stomach cancer for
three months and then took her last breath. She was 73 years old. I carried her body far away on the
fuel loaded on a camel and left it in a field. When we visited the place later, we found the skull
scattered there.

After my grandmother passed away, I would be billeted alone near the house of another family
and traveled along with the movement of the household with my limited livestock left to them. In the
meantime, as the Duguilan started, we cooperated with each other.

In those days, the pasture for the livestock was in a good condition. We usually traveled along
with rivers. Such good grasses as suli, khuls, shikher buyaa, and khoron buyaa grew along the rivers.

Because I have no camels, I lent a camel from another family when I traveled.
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Far before the Duguilan system was established, when my grandmother was still alive, we grazed
the livestock of others. We grazed livestock of the jas (the livestock owned by a temple). You may not
lose or eat the jas’s livestock. The number of the jas’s livestock is frequently checked. The number of
new born livestock is counted every year. The jas’s livestock were marked in the horn. If an animal of
the jas’s livestock died of a disease, the herder must keep the horns and give them as evidence. The
Jjas’s livestock are milked and the milk is offered to the temple as butter oil.

The livestock of Baruun temple had been grazed by the people in Saikhantoorai. After the
liberation, the common livestock were allocated to poor families in the name of welfare. My
grandmother, however, refused to accept the assistance livestock. She grazed only her own 30 livestock

animals of her own saying, “livestock of other families will not become tame to me.”

—— From whom did you buy necessary things in those days?

When I was small, merchants would come over to us to give tea and so on for livestock fur and
wool. Goat wool would be sold in a round lump. Goats are sheared for their cashmere wool when it
comes to stand out. One lump of tea was exchanged for about three goats. One unit of neat ceremonial
hat was exchanged for one sheep. We would buy few items of goods from door-to-door merchants. We
sometimes asked for shopping various items to people going to a town with fur and wool consigned to

them.

—— What was the Cultural Revolution like?

I could escape from being arrested by a narrow shave. I was almost arrested on suspicion of an
“reactionary gang.” In addition, I was suspected to be a revisionist given that I have relatives in the
Mongolian People’s Republic. I was almost arrested on suspicion that [ am a member of the dark party
(People’s Revolutionary Party of Inner Mongolia). I was called and questioned in suspicion that I am a
member of the People’s Revolutionary Party of Inner Mongolia. Those who had been posted to a leader
of the production team etc. were always accused of being a member of the Torguud Party.

I told the truth, “I am neither a member of the People’s Revolutionary Party of Inner Mongolia
nor the Torguud Party.” My statement, however, fell on deaf ears as the authorities tried to force me to
confess that I was involved, with such threatening words and questions as “your fellows, who were
jailed today, confessed that you have joined the People’s Revolutionary Party of Inner Mongolia”, and
“Out with it! What activities are you engaged in? What is the purpose of the party?” They threatened
me repeatedly with a thick rope taken out, saying “Out with it or you will be bound with this rope and
imprisoned.”

In those days, I was just pregnant. It was 1969. I had a baby in my belly, who died soon after
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having been born. I was very parturient. My two children were still little too. With no surrogate mother
to take care of them, when I think of my two children, I felt helpless and I thought I had to get out of
the jail by all means. When you are in real trouble you will find a way out.

“I jointed the People’s Revolutionary Party of Inner Mongolia. The party’s activity aimed to
unify Inner and Outer Mongolia,” I told a lie and I could manage to escape from the jail. I was not
much examined after that because I was pregnant. I was just observed. I was abused as “a member of
the People’s Revolutionary Party of Inner Mongolia!” but I could escape from being beaten. I heard
someone abusing me saying “It is troublesome that the livestock grazed by Naran of the “reactionary
gang” bore white kid goats similarly as other livestock and hence we cannot distinguish Naran’s from
others.” It was really a hard time.

There was a local man named Tiimen-Olzei. When he was imprisoned, he returned home telling
his prison fellows, “I will just return home. Keep it secret.”” When he returned home, however, he was
arrested by chasers, who had already come over there. After being beaten authoritatively, he was
inquired by them, “What did you tell your wife? Out with it!” So he answered honestly, “I asked my
wife if our sheep and goats are pregnant and if the seed males chase females?” Then the chasers were
outraged all the more on suspicion that “he still tries to promote ranching in accordance with the dark
policy of Ulaankhiiii (Wulanfu in Chinese).”

It was an age when things were ruled this way and you cannot trust your friends or acquaintance

at all.

—— Do you associate with your relatives in Khalkha?

I wonder how many years ago it was. My brothers and sisters started to look for me. I contacted
with them by replying to the letter from them immediately. Thus we could visit our mother in 1990 or
1991. We headed for Hohhot, where we took a train to Ereenkhot to go as far as Omiinegovi aimag. 1
met my mother again 41 years after we parted and I got acquainted with my younger brothers and so on.
Since then, they came to us too and we have visited each other several times. Now that we can visit
each other via the national border at Tsekhe, the distance between my family and me has become much
closer and cheaper.

The travel used to be very costly. I have once inevitably waited for the permission to pass at the
national border of Ereenkhot for 20 days. Today the passage through national border has become much
easier. You can only go northward while border trade is permitted. I mean to go to see my mother every

year while she is alive. My mother is 88 years old. She was born in 1916.
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The interview with Ms. Naran was made firstly time in the evening of September 3, 2003 at the
residence of her eldest daughter, Ms. Altantsetseg, and then in the afternoon of August 25, 2004

at the residence of Ms. Naran.
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Ms. Mamukhai

Ms. Mamukhai was born in 1940, the Year of the Dragon, in Ejene banner in Alshaa aimag
and is her 65th year. Her maternal grandparents came from Khalkha and bore one daughter.
Her name was Ma. She became the mother of Mamukhai.

Her mother died of a disease when Mamukhai was only 12 to 13 years old. The name of her
father is Ravtan. Ravdan was originally a commander for the Kuomintang Army. After his
former wife died, he returned to his home town and barely managed to make a living by doing
chores for his neighborhood households assuming house chores. He came to live with one woman
without notice. Then, during the era of the Cultural Revolution, he was hauled and died from
persecution.

Mamukhai had five brothers and sisters. The eldest child was her elder brother Danzan,
the second child was her elder sister Zayaa, the third child was Mamukhai, and the fourth child
was her younger sister Norjmaa, who lives in the Shiliingol aimag of Inner Mongolia today. The
fifth child is younger sister Nanjilmaa, who lives at the center of Ejene banner at present. The

sixth child is her younger brother Gendensiiriin, who suddenly died.

——Would you talk about your childhood?

1 was put up for adoption when I was 8 years old. I was adopted as a daughter of Sonomdarmaa,
who was a celebrated millionaire in Ejene banner. I was became his second adopted child. A girl named
Dumtsoo had been adopted as his daughter before I was adopted. Dumtsoo had been adopted as a
daughter at a considerably young age. Dumtsoo was born in the Year of the Rabbit, one year earlier
than I was, and she was thus my elder sister in law. After I was adopted, Sonomdarmaa adopted Ms.

Dolgarjav as his daughter too. Ms. Dolgarjav had been taking care of Sonomdarmaa until recently.

—— What was the family structure of your adoptive father, Mr. Sonomdarmaa, like?

We respectfully called Sonomdarmaa “Joonai.” Joonai was not married. All of his family
members, namely his elder sister, younger brother, and he lived all in a single yurt without leaving their
home. The name of the Joonai’s elder sister was Dashizeg but we respectfully called her Maama. The
name of Joonai’s younger brother was Sansrai but we respectfully called him Gaaga. Besides those
three people, we three adopted daughters and several servants lived there. We were adopted children
only in name and were actually servants. We took meals together with servants. We had only a few
more merits than servants. Servants were even better than us because they frequently alternated. There
were always two to three servants.

We ate everything that servants ate. Meat was prepared only for Joonai and we were not allowed
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to eat it. We ate ordinary poor meals. We ate 6rom and shiitirmeg with tea for breakfast, and drank und
for lunch together with others. We drank milk for supper. We sometimes ate meat boiled soup with

noodles in winter. But meat was not served.

—— How much livestock did he own?

There did not seem to be so much livestock when I was adopted as a daughter in 1948. When I
became 17 to 18 years old, he supplied his livestock to the common ownership. When the livestock was
supplied, 100 female camels had born kid camels.

1 was exclusively in charge of grazing of camels. Camels are grazed by being divided into the
mother and child group and the suvai group. Of the two groups, I exclusively handled the mother and
child group. I have been told that there had been 1000 heads of livestock when Sonomdarmaa
participated in the state-owned ranch in the autumn of 1958.

We originally lived in this side of Lake Subnuur and we grazed in pastures called Tsagaandel and
Shaliintoorai. The pastures originally belonged to four soums but were placed under the control of a
state-owned ranch when the state-owned ranch was established. The center of the ranch was a place
called Muj. I was in charge of grazing of camels in the state-owned ranch too.

I got married in 1959. The name of my husband is Dambajav. He was so poor that he had no
family property. Joonai therefore gave us a small yurt when we got married. He also provided us with a
complete set of household goods. When I got married, my real mother had already died. I wished that
my real father would attend the wedding ceremony but he could not. Because he barely managed to
make a living by doing chores of households in all over the place, he could not spare time to attend my
wedding.

I continuously grazed camels after marriage. I left the ranch in 1961 and came to the Bayantal
gatsaa in Saikhantoorai to graze more than 100 heads of camels owned by the production team.

When the livestock is allocated in 1983, we had grazed more than 100 heads of camels. We
allocated those camels to the individual households or exchanged with 60 sheep and goats and two
donkeys, with 50 camels kept for our own. In 2000, we returned a half of our camels to the common
ownership and exchanged the remaining half with small livestock. The convertible ratio was one camel
for five heads of sheep and goats. A small number of camels left to us are still grazed.

We old people are no longer able to be engaged in grazing, and we spend days like this. We just
rear a small number of livestock here. We relocated into this migrant village in December 2002. We

rear over ten heads of livestock by keeping it enclosed near the door.

—— How many children do you have?
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Because we had no children, we adopted three children from other families. We live together
with those three children. Our eldest daughter is Narangerel. She was born in 1960. We adopted her
when she was a four-month-old infant. She taught us the joy of rearing a child. She today works for the
Public Security Bureau of the banner.

Our second child is a son Khuvisgalch. He is said to have been born in 1965, the Year of the
Snake. We adopted him when he was 11 year old. After having graduated from the school, he had been
employed back in the banner. Then he recently quit the work voluntarily and became a herder.
However, he has relocated to the migrant village with a house granted and grows watermelons. He has
left the livestock to someone else. From what I’ve heard, he has sold his watermelon field to others too.
He does not try to tell me about his intention.

Our third child is Altantuyaa. He works for the Finance Bureau of the banner. Another child was
born in 1972 but took its last breath when it was only an infant. Today we live dependently on the

goodwill of those three children.

—— What was the Cultural Revolution like?

I was labeled as nothing during the Cultural Revolution. The time passed without any incidents.
Although I was an adopted daughter of a millionaire Sonomdarmaa, people knew that I did not have an
ability expected of his real child and that I was actually a servant. In addition, I was married and had
another family unit. Accordingly, I was not labeled as a “wealthy herder.”

However, my elder sister in law, Ms. Dolgarjav, was criticized. She had adopted a son named
Sanjtseren. During the Cultural Revolution he left his adoptive mother, saying that they were of
different social classes. Her husband was Zaanaa. Dolgarjav took care of her adoptive father
Sonomdarmaa through her life.

During his last several years of life, the Sonomdarmaa’s younger brother Sansrai was paralyzed
on one side and Sonomdarmaa himself became bedridden due to leg fracture. Dolgarjav had taken care
of both of the brothers. As Dolgarjav was taken away during the Cultural Revolution, Sonomdarmaa
and his brother died mostly by starvation with no one to take care of them.

I heard that his half-paralyzed younger brother died first. Sonomdarmaa was said to be
immovable due to leg fracture. He must have been almost 70 years old. I do not know who buried their
bodies. Even if I had known that, we would not have been allowed to visit their graves. They must have
been buried by someone. We were told by someone later that when their bodies were carried away after
they allegedly died, Sonomdarmaa was still alive. When the two bodies were tried to be carried on
camels by being packed, the alive body of Sonomdarmaa was too heavy to be loaded on the camel back.

So Zaanaa held and carried him. The dead body and the live body were allegedly burnt together this
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way. It was 1966 or 1967. We heard this story later.

—— Were bodies always burnt?

Before the Cultural Revolution, bodies were carried to a good site away from humans and
animals selected by a Buddhist priest and were left there according to the traditional customs. The
bodies were devoured by birds of prey coming over to the site. Since the Cultural Revolution, we have

come to burn bodies.

—— Will you talk about the grasses and water in your hometown?

I remember how rich my hometown was in grasses and water in the past. There were a wide
variety of plants such as khuls, sukhai, toorai, jigd, khar khers (black khers), tsagaan khers (white
khers), iist navch, khuviskhan (similar to iist navch), khiag (khag), shikher buyaa, khoron buyaa, and
shar budargana. In addition, there were many species of beneficial and poisonous grasses such as
kharalt, khiij 6vs (yellow flower blooms), omkhii 6vs (eaten by sheep and goats), and khonkh 6vs
(poisonous to livestock if eaten).

A fruit of shar budargana will be crushed to be eaten as zamba. There is a plant called tsiilkher.
The fruits of this plant will be also eaten as zamba. Khamkhag is classified into two types. One is
titirgest khamkhag (thorny khamkhag) and the other is usun khamkhag (watery khamkhag).

In those days, due to scarce supply of naked barley and so on, we collected wild fruits to make
zamba by roasting them. In addition, we crushed them into powder sticky to the tongue called

“shanshiin” powder. We used to eat it by flavoring it with butter oil, 6rém, or shiiiirmeg.

—— I understand that you are well literate. Where did you learn reading and writing?

When 1 was a child, government officials were sent to our town in a campaign intended to
encourage “educating children at school.” I once went to then the center of the banner, Saikhantoorai,
according to the intention of Joonai to let me enter the training course of the Northwest College for
Minorities (the present Northwest University for Nationalities) in Lanzhou. However, Joonai somehow
changed his intention to let me study at the school and I returned home. Thus, I could not enter the
school.

In those days, there were local public schools, which children sometimes attended to learn “the
ABC.” I managed to learn by myself how to write down only the basics including my own name. I

know alphabets only to the extent of reading a few words.
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In the morning of August 25, 2004, we went to the migrant village (located in a suburb of the

center of Ejene banner) to hold an interview at the residence of Ms. Mamukhai.
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Ms. Tamjid

Ms. Tamjid was born in 1936, the Year of the Rat, and is 68 years old. Both her parents
and she came from Khalkha. Her father Siikhdorj was born in 1907, the Year of the Sheep. Her
mother Sandag was born in 1913, the Year of the Ox. Her mother was born and grown in Jonun
van banner, Bayankhongor aimag, of Mongolia, came to Ejene in 1930 when she was 17 years old,
and later got married to make a new home. Her husband, Siikhdorj, came from Daichin van
banner of Khalkha as well.

One of his five brothers, who was a priest, heard that he was in danger of persecution and
decided to escape. His parents were concerned about his safety and recommended him to take
one of his brothers. And he decided to take his younger brother Siikhdorj with him. Thus
Siikhdorj came to Ejene together with his elder brother of a priest apart from his existing four
children, wife, parents, and brothers. His elder brother became a priest here too and later passed

away. His younger brother Siikhdorj then married to Sandag in Ejene and has lived here.

——Would you talk about your childhood?

I was one of two sisters. My elder sister died in 1955 when she was 21 years old. My family was
not financially well-off. We were rather poor. We had 30 to 40 heads of sheep and goats and two heads
of horses but no cows. Because we had no camels, we would borrow camels from others when we
traveled. Otherwise we traveled with baggage carried on the back.

My real parents divorced when I was little and my mother started to live with another man. My
father in law was a good person. His name is Danzansambuu. My real father started to live with another
woman too. I heard that my father was labeled as a member of the Torguud Party, a member of the
People’s Revolutionary Party of Inner Mongolia, and so on, and was beaten, criticized, and imprisoned
during the Cultural Revolution. He became sick while he was imprisoned and almost died. So he was
taken out of the prison and died on the way to the hospital while he was transferred on a donkey
without being able to stand up on his own.

He died while being transferred after vomiting because he was shocked by being taken outdoors
abruptly after having been imprisoned in dark jail for a long time with no sunshine or wind. We could
never go to see him in the midst of the Cultural Revolution. We could not even put his ashes into the
urn afterward.

Although my real parents had divorced, I went to see my real father before he died. I paid my
respects to him in 1966. It was the last time that I saw him. After being imprisoned, my father died in

1969.
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—— At what age did you get married?

I got married when I was 20 years old. The name of my husband is Namkhaijav. We married in
1956. Namkhaijav had lost his parents when he was little and lived in the house of his elder sister with
her only daughter Tsevelmaa. We were friends since we were children.

I had my eldest daughter Yiimchinjav when I was 19 years old. I bore her in the house of my
parents. Yiimchinjav was born in 1955 before we had a wedding ceremony. When we married, my
parents constructed a small yurt for us. However, we did not live in this yurt but I lived in the house of
Namkhaijav with kid sheep, kid goats, and baggage carried in. Later we gave this yurt to my husband’s
niece Tsevelmaa and we lived in the small yurt given from my parents.

Namkhaijav had one elder sister and four younger brothers. His father, Choijinjav, who was
respectfully called Choijil, died when he was young. His eldest brother Darjaa was stout and energetic
but died of cancer. His second elder brother Tsevegmed died while he escaped from the army of
Demchigdonrov (/% ). His elder sister Khorloo was nicknamed as “Tejeever (adopted child).” The
nickname may have been given to her was made because Khorloo was indulged when she was a child.
The daughter of this elder sister is Tsevelmaa. Tsevelmaa married to a youth Baldan from Alshaa. So
Namkhaijav gave the yurt and most of the limited number of livestock he had owned to those two.

We lived in the small yurt given from his parents and shared the livestock with them. I gave them
40 heads of sheep and goats that I had been given from my father so that they might set up house. They,
however, did not hold a wedding ceremony. We lodged the youth Baldan in our house and we helped
them in grazing and so on.

When the communization of livestock was decided, our livestock had increased to a little more
than 100 heads of sheep and goats and approximately 10 heads of camels. The Producers’
Co-operatives was established in 1958, which developed into a people’s commune in winter of the
same year. The people’s commune started to graze camels in 1959, and the number of camels increased
from the original 100 heads to 300 heads in several years by being bred diligently.

We moved to the Mazong in 1987 and returned the public camels in the next year. Today we
graze our approximately 100 privately owned livestock here. Our son Shijir has grazed camels in

Mazong by hiring herders. His privatized livestock has increased to 600 heads.

—— Which Producers’ Co-operatives (Khorshoojil) did you belong to?

We used to belong to the Zaantsagaan in the present Saikhantoorai soum. In those days, our
Producer’s Co-operatives named itself “Tsetseglelt (blooming) Khorshoojil.” When it became the
people’s commune, the name changed to the “Tsetseglelt Negdel” They say that it was named from the

local tradition that plants will bloom overnight there.
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This name became controversial during the Cultural Revolution. In the days of the people’s
commune, all the livestock animals were branded with initials “Tse” for blooming. Two types of
brands, large and small, were manufactured by a skilled artisan called Damjaa darkhan (darkhan means
a skilled artisan) by order and all households worked to burn them on all of their livestock. We burnt
the small brand on sheep and goats in the horn and the large brand on large livestock such as camels
and horses in the thigh. During the Cultural Revolution era, it became a controversy whether what
blossom the name means and we were closely examined whether it was a red blossom or a black

blossom. As a result the name was changed.

—— What was the small yurt given by your parents like?

It was a small yurt with four-wall. It was, however, not so small when I think of shovda or
khatguur.

There were various yurts in Ejene. There were five-wall and six-wall yurts. A fseejin yurt (ridge
yurt) is a yurt equipped with a large top light and with no lattice wall, and it is built with a roof bar, and
with no lattice wall. The tseejin yurt was also called a khatguur. A shovda yurt (sharp yurt) is a small
three-wall yurt without top light. Although the shovda yurt is not equipped with a top light, some
households equipped their shovda yurts with a small top light. They made an object shaped as a top
light by bending a wood piece of foorai and boring it. Some households used an old wash-basin with
holes made in the side as a substitute for a top light.

A yurt is generally constructed in an oblong shape in Torguud. In Khalkha, however, a yurt is
constructed flatly. The top light in Khalkha is called an “octagon” or a “khorloo” and is made of sukhai
wood. We made various furniture and tools from toorai, such as a barrel for brewing of distilled spirit,
milking barrel, and barrel for milk fermentation, weight and molds for aaruul making, and cradles. We

also make a bucket to feed water from the well to the livestock using toorai.

—— How many children do you have? Did you deliver them at a hospital or in the meadow?

1 have seven children. The first child is Yiimchinjav, the second is Galsanpuntsug, the third is
Gerel, the fourth is Narantuyaa, the fifth is Shijir, the sixth is Badrangui, and the seventh is Sarantuyaa.
The family head position has been succeeded to Shijir. When I delivered Yiimchinjav, I had a doctor
called to my house. A Chinese doctor took care of me.

When I delivered Narantuyaa, I was diagnosed at a hospital and was told, “You will have a
breech baby and so you should deliver it in the hospital. The baby will be born in approximately ten
days.” So I returned home in a haste to be prepared and then went to the hospital again on a camel to be

hospitalized. I really suffered a bad pain overnight and finally delivered the baby at the break of dawn
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when the morning sun started to shine. Then the midwife suggested that “I should name the baby
Narantuyaa (a glow in the morning sky) because it was born with the morning sunshine.” So I named it
Narantuyaa. When Badrangui was born, I had moved near a hospital in advance to deliver it in the
hospital. All the other children were born in the meadow or at home with an assistant called in. My

father in law was mostly at present. I did not have a much hard time in delivery.

—— What conditions were you in during the Cultural Revolution?

We were persecuted and went through a hell. My husband Namkhaijav had successively held
such important posts as the head of the Producers’ Co-operatives and the leader of the production team
after the People’s Republic of China was established. Later, the conventional leaders were all dismissed
due to a campaign started in 1964. In the meantime, the Cultural Revolution arrived and we were
labeled as various bad names. Namkhaijav was labeled as a “capitalist roader,” caught in 1967, beaten,
and imprisoned in the black house (jail) after opposing the authorities.

In those days, I was a nursing mother just after delivery of Shijir. My husband had been caught
for two years. We were not permitted even to meet my husband. My two children were admitted into
the facility and to meet him freely when they went there by themselves. My children were not
prevented from seeing their father at all. When I went to meet my husband, however, I was permitted to
meet him only in the presence of a watchman and I could not converse well with him because I was
scolded not to speak with him.

My husband got sick in the jail in 1969 and returned home because he became unable to get up.
After he managed to recover, he was charged the half crime again and taken to the production team to
be subjected to servitude. In 1973, he was finally really immune from the crime and could return home.
I will never forget the people who beat us in those days. My real father was also caught and died
imprisoned. My mother and father in law could manage to escape from being caught. The policy was
changed when they were about to be caught.

I once met my mother at a criticism and struggle meeting. After the meeting, I saw my father in
law preparing foods with the whole meat of a camel fried and the bones cut. So I asked him, “What are
you doing?” Then he answered, “I am preparing foods for your children because we may be imprisoned
in jail from now.” They were preparing foods given that the authorities may still come to catch us
because my husband was taken away about one week after my son Shijir was born.

In those days, I had a hard time not only in that we had to live with suspicion this way but also in
terms of the actual livelihood. Since I was a wife of a criminal, I was given a salary equivalent of only
5 points no matter how much I worked. The monthly salary of 9 yuan was too small to support the four

family members. That is why I had to depend on my parents to rear my children.
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As we came to graze camels with Namkhaijav who returned home in 1973, we came to gain 10
points for him and 8 points for me. My parents were given black sheep (kalakur sheep) and they graze
it. Thus we gradually came to be able to make a living and finally paid off our debts.

In those days, we lived nervously because it was not surprising for us to be charged anytime with
whatever crime that we had not committed, as well as suffering from diseases and debts. Such a feeling
must be very threatening to humans and bad for health.

There was a man named Sanjchoidon who reportedly killed himself from fear. After the breaking
up a criticism and struggle meeting, which he attended with a large number of people, he remained
seated in the venue and was immersed in profound contemplation while smoking cigarettes. He hanged
himself that night in front of a small khatguur (tseejin yurt) and was found dead by people in the next
morning. He was probably about 50 years old then. His body was carried by a coach and was burnt in
the toorai forest at the north of Sangiinbdoriig. A son of his elder sister is the present Bandida gegeen
(Living Buddha) in Right-Alshaa banner. The Living Buddha later came over to Ejene and enshrined
the place where the body of Sanjchoidon was burnt.

Bad days have gone and good days have come. However, it goes “Time and tide wait for no
man.” My mother, my father, and my husband have all gone. My father in law died of cancer in 1982
and my mother died in 1990 at the age of 77 years old. My husband died in 1996 at the age of 66 years
old.

I came over to this migrant village in July 2003. I live here with my youngest daughter

Sarantuyaa. My daughter has already matured but is not married yet.

—— Have you ever visited Mongolia? Have you ever seen your relatives?
I have been Mongolia to meet my brothers and relatives. I went to my father’s hometown,

Daichin van banner, but I could not go to my mother’s hometown, Jonun van banner.

We interviewed Ms. Tamjid at her residence in the migrant village in the morning of August 26,

2004.
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Ms. Dulmantsoo

Ms. Dulmantsoo was born in the Year of the Cock and is 83 years old. She has lived for a
long time in Ejene banner, Alshaa aimag, but was originally born in the present Mongolia in 1921.
She was born as one of ten children of a person named Lovon Balduv who belonged to the
Ovootyn khural temple located in Noyanbogd soum, Baldan zasag banner, of Khalkha. She was
adopted as a daughter of her mother’s younger sister Jigdel because she was so much attached to
her aunt that she did not try to part from her aunt.

Because her father Lovon Balduv was a priest, her family escaped southward to Ejene
immediately after they heard a rumor that priests were likely to be purged in Khalkha. Her
mother’s name was Lkhamjav. Her mother was said to have grown up very selfish because she
was the only daughter of 18 brothers. When her family was in Mongolia, the people used to joke
that “the Gonchigjav family will have more children than its sheep or goats.” Her mother has
told her that there were so many children that one of them was always served with only a rib at
dinner even if the mother boiled the pan full of meat on the bone.

When Ms. Dulmantsoo was 4 years old, she was adopted as a child by her aunt Jigdel and
her husband Sonomdarmaa. Accordingly, when Ms. Dulmantsoo says “my father and mother” or
“my family,” she refers to the family of this adoptive father and mother. Ms. Dulmantsoo said
that 12 brothers were born from her real mother, but she could recall only seven of them, namely
Luvsanjamts, Okhin, Khandmaam, Sonomtseren, Dulmantsoo (herself), Dari (younger sister),
and Magsar.

Her real parents and brothers used to live in Ejene, but later relocated to Siinid in
Shiliingol aimag in early 1940s. They were later caught by the Mongolian army during the war
and returned to the (then) Mongolian People’s Republic. Of her real brothers, only her younger

sister Ms. Dari remained in Ejene and still lives in Ejene with her.

—— First of all, would you tell me what the situation was like when you came from Mongolia?

1 do not remember it precisely. But I came to know a little from what the elderly people talked to
me. I heard that the family came over to this country from Noyanbogd of Mongolia in 1930 and entered
a village called Tsekhe across the sand dune. I was 9 years old then, and when I arrived here on a camel
laden with baggage, the khuls in Ejene had grown up to a height of my head. I heard that my family of
five, namely my parents (adoptive father and mother), my two elder brothers (Soronkher and Badraa,
who were real sons of my adoptive father; my adoptive parents had no real daughters), and I, departed
carrying one yurt, 60 to 70 livestock animals and several camels laden with baggage. However, we

were chased by the Khalkha army from backward on the way. And as we were frightened, we ran away
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for fear with all of our properties left over including the livestock and the yurt.

We had been traveling a while with one camel laden with precious baggage but my mother was
obliged to unload the baggage from the camel to ride on the camel. Then my elder brother Badraa came
away closer to her with the unloaded baggage picked up and carried on the back. My elder brother
Badraa was very competent. He later traveled repeatedly between Ejene and Khalkha for trading
livestock for commodities, but he never returned after having gone to Khalkha in 1939. He was caught
by the Khalkha army on a charge of repeated traveling between the two nations after having gone
beyond the national border. Later, he had continuously lived in Khalkha and served as a school teacher
in Noyan soum before dying in 1990.

My elder brother Badraa was born in 1916, the Year of the Dragon. Badraa was my second elder
brother and my first elder brother was Soronkher. Soronkher was a priest. He was in charge of
accounting for a temple. He later grazed livestock of the jas. We were told that when we came across
the sand dune to a place named Mankhan tsekhe, the Khalkha army stopped chasing us and turned. The
army could not chase us because we went beyond the national border.

After we arrived at Mankhan tsekhe, my elder brother Badraa returned northward to fetch the
yurt and other properties we had left. Later, my elder brother Badraa came to go to Mongolia frequently
to fetch the livestock, daily commodities, and so on. He was engaged in a bit of commerce too. Thus
the people informed the Khalkha army that “there is someone who frequently travels between the two
nations after having gone beyond the national border,” and Badraa was caught by the army.

My father Sonomdarmaa was competent too. He was engaged in considerable trading by making
a business trip while rearing his own limited number of livestock. At first, he went to Mongolia once or
twice. After my elder brother Badraa was caught, however, Sonomdarmaa stopped going northward for
Mongolia. Instead, he engaged in a certain amount of trading with Chinese. He made a living by
traveling to sell wool and so on and bring back foods.

1 was gazing with my mother. My father has once served as an accountant for a temple. He was
so wise and great that he increased his livestock by his own power and efforts by adjusting his life and
livestock by peddling and came to own 1000 livestock animals in the end. He had all the five types of
livestock. Later, when the Producers’ Co-operatives was established in 1958, my father Sonomdarmaa
became a member of the state-owned ranch with his livestock supplied to the ranch as one of six
millionaires in Ejene banner.

When we were little, our family was still very poor. When I was little, I would be often bit by
lice in pants made of goat fur. Because I was a little child, when my inner side of thigh gets sore by
being rubbed with the stitch of the fur pants, I sometimes walked around with the pants lowered to the

thighs as if my legs were loosely bound. In addition, because we were short of foods, when I saw my
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elder brother Badraa rising up and picking up the offering meat in front the Buddhist image soon after

he awoke, I would wish to rise up early in the morning from tomorrow to pick up and eat the meat.

—— Why did your family relocate from Khalkha to here?

We decided to fly because the People’s Revolution arose in Khalkha and started to suppress
religions and massacre priests. My real father was a priest named Lovon Balduv. My family fled maybe
because they were afraid of being associated with the Buddhism given that my real mother Lamjav and
my adoptive mother Jigdel were sisters. My first elder brother Soronkher has once been a priest. He

was trained as a young priest when he was little.

—— When were you married and how many children did you have, Ms. Dulmantsoo? Will you tell me
about such matters?

I do not remember the year when I got married because I just started living with my husband
without holding a wedding ceremony in those days. The name of my husband is Gonchigdashi. (This
old man, Mr. Gonchigdashi was present at the interview to help Ms. Dulmantsoo answering to my
questions. Ms. Dulmantsoo had good sight and hearing, but seemed poor in recalling past events
probably due to slightly deteriorated memory. On the other hand, her husband Gonchigdashi had bad
hearing but had good memory. Accordingly, the interview was performed partly compensated by Mr.
Gonchigdashi.)

Mr. Gonchigdashi was born in 1920, the Year of Monkey, and is 84 years old. He was originally
from Khalkha Mongolian but his mother came over here from Khalkha before delivering him and
delivered him by the Ejene river. Later, he went to Khalkha repeatedly to visit his relatives. One day,
on his way back from Khalkha after visiting his relatives, he met the Dulmantsoo family, who had
moved here, and then traveled together. They came to know well each other because they were
traveling together no less than approximately one month.

1 was just playing together with him because we were still little then but later we married and
came to live together. As a result, I got pregnant in 1944.

When a baby is on the way, we visited the Lovonchimb temple riding a camel together. On the
way there, one pack of grass was thrown to us from a roof of one house and the camel started running
with surprise. We almost fell down from the camel then. So maybe because I was frightened too, I had
a pain in the belly with a strange feeling for the baby in my belly. Upon returning from the temple, I
went into labor. When the delivery was likely to start, my mother-in-law called a midwife to have her
diagnose the condition of the unborn baby and adjust the delivery. I was too shy, however, to let the

midwife diagnose it. So the delivery could not be adjusted.
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Actually, I had twins in my belly. One of them had already died in the belly and I had a stillbirth.
The other baby was fortunately borne alive, but died soon. I lost my first important child this way
because I was so stupid that I did not have the midwife adjust the delivery.

After that, I had not got pregnant approximately for seven to eight years. In 1952, one family
asked us to adopt and rear a child because they could not grow up children in good shape. So we
adopted a newborn boy as our son. Given that this son grew up drinking bantan, we had called him
Bantankhiili (bantan son) at first. Later, when he suffered from a serious disease, we had a priest
diagnose him. The priest recommended us to change his name to Zuun Banzragchiin Boosiiriinkhiiii.
Thus, after he recovered from the disease, we came to call him Banzragch. The name was, however,
criticized as an outdated name of Buddha during the Cultural Revolution, and so we renamed him
Khuvisgalt.

In 1956, the fifth year from our adoption of this son, I had a daughter. We named her Tsevegjav.
Consequently, we came to appreciate our son Khuvisgalt very much and respectfully call him “Bulgan
stiiiltei khiili (a son with a tail of sable).” It is customary that if a real child is born to a family after it
adopts a child from outside the family, the adopted child will be respectfully called Bulgan siiiiltei khiiti
given that the adopted child caused the real child to be born.

We had another son in 1958 but we gave him to my younger sister for her adopted son. There is a
reason why we put up him for adoption. When we consulted a priest after we lost the first twins, we
were told that “if we have a daughter in future, we should keep her with us, and if have a son, we
should put up him for adoption.” Thus, we followed the advice of the priest and put up my son to others
as their son.

When we had another son in 1960, however, we did not put up him for adoption. We kept him
with us because we thought that we had already performed our duties by putting up my elder son. The
younger son, however, died from a disease in 1977 when he was 17 years old. We think that we met
with the misfortune because we did not follow the advice of the priest. We regret very much that we
did not put up my son for adoption. In any case, we believe in Buddhism very much.

My mother always told me about the pilgrimage visit she has made to the Utai mountain. She
told me that when she visited the Utai mountain, she followed a donkey loading the baggage with no
hand rope tied around the donkey, and the baggage arrived at the Utai mountain without inclining at all.
She told me that the baggage must have been well balanced because it was watched by the Buddha for
her who was on the way of the pilgrimage. She always told me that unless otherwise it was impossible
that the baggage remained on the back of the donkey without being fastened with a rope. I really
believe that she was protected by the Buddha.

I have made a pilgrimage visit to the Utai mountain with my parents too. When I went to the Utai
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mountain for the first time, I rode on a vehicle for the first time in my life. When riding on the vehicle,
passengers paid silver coins for 17 yuan per person. While traveling on a long bench placed on the
truck, I felt very mysterious.

Later, we paid a visit to the Giimbiin temple of Qinhai province in a family on camels. The roads
were so bad and steep that I felt like slipping down when climbing the mountain along rocks. There
was such a case where a camel, which I took, was scraped off with rocks in the skin around the rib bone
when I went through a narrow mountain path. Today the road conditions have been much improved
with pavements constructed. I also paid a visit to the Glimbiin temple of Qinhai to offer my pray in

1977 when I lost my son at his age of 17 years.

—— Could you pray to the Buddha with a religious mind during the Cultural Revolution?
No, it was impossible. In 1966, I came to be denounced by being labeled as “six elements.” The
six elements mean being labeled as either a “counterrevolution,” “spy of the Khalkhas,” “herd

9

owner/wealthy herder,” “member of the Torguud Party,” or “member of the People’s Revolutionary
Party of Inner Mongolia.”

I was denounced as a “wealthy herder.” My daughter Tsevegjav still tells me that she saw me
being criticized as an example to others in 1967. I was deprived of rights and I was not permitted even
to meet others to talk to. I grazed during the daytime and I was criticized and compelled to testify my
“sins” in public.

At first, I was criticized every night for approximately one month. But later, I was not criticized
so much. I was sometimes criticized and compelled to write a report. I was ordered to report my
thought reform condition. Thus, I had been labeled as a “criminal” for a little more than 10 years with
no political rights entitled. I was finally rehabilitated for the normal activities about 1976.

My parents were criticized more badly. They were beaten. They were labeled as a “herd owner”
and were agonized very much. I was also criticized and beaten but not as badly as they were. We were
later rehabilitated and awarded compensation. We were paid back for the interest for the period until
1983 for the livestock that we supplied to the Producers’ Co-operatives when we joined it. It was repaid
little by little maybe at least for 2000 yuan.

When the livestock was privatized in 1983, we were entitled to be allocated with 50 heads of
sheep and goats per person. We received, however, only 30 heads each of sheep and goats per person,
or 60 heads in total, because we were afraid that our manpower was too short to rear that number of
sheep and goats. In addition, we were allocated with 26 heads of camels. We were expected to pay off
the cost for those livestock animals in installation for 20 years. Given that we had paid 144 yuan per

year, we must have paid off the loan in 2003.
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We had grazed in pasture by 1998. Later, we committed our livestock to the care of someone else
(the adoptive son of the Gonchigdashi’s adoptive son), and we ourselves came to the center of the
banner to live in the neighborhood of our son in law and daughter. Then more recently, we came to
Hohhot city and started to live there in January 14, 2003.

Our hometown is Tsekhe gatsaa of Subnuur soum in Ejene banner. Today, Tsekhe gatsaa is

open as a trading center. Trading with Mongolia is conducted here.

—— What class was your family classified as?

At first, when the classes were determined, our family was determined as the “wealthy herder.”
However, reexamination was performed in response to our complaint and our class was finally
determined as the “middle class herder.” The family of my father Sonomdarmaa was determined as the
“herd owner.” In those days, herders were classified in the order of the “herd owner,” the “wealthy
herder,” the “upper middle class herder,” the “middle class herder,” the “lower middle class herder,”

and the “poor herder.”

On January 10, 2004, the interview was performed at the residence of Tsevegjav (Dulmantsoo’s
daughter) and her husband Mr. Nasundelger located in Mengjili subdistrict of Hohhot city. She

passed away on January 3, 2005. May her soul rest in peace.
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Ms. Dolgarjav
Ms. Dolgarjav was born in the Year of the Rat and is 68 years old. She was born in July
1936 according to the old calendar at Vaayootoorai (present Bayantoorai farm, located within

Osériingiii gatsaa of Jargalant soum) in Ejene banner, Alshaa aimag.

——Would you talk about your childhood?

My father came from Tiimed of Inner Mongolia. His name is Jamiyan. People called him
Jamiyan of Tiimed. My father was trained as a young priest at the present Shireet temple when he was
little. When he was 19 years old, he followed an old man called Tiimed largin (/argin means an elderly
in the Tibetan language) when he went to Ejene. My father was one of ten brothers at his hometown.
His family was so poor that they were in want of food and clothing.

My father has never returned home since he came to Ejene. He has never returned to visit his
brothers or other relatives. He has never told us children about his parents’ home, his parents, or
brothers. He has never introduced them to us or let us see them either of course.

After 1 got married, I proposed that we should go to the hometown of Tiimed together with my
husband and father so that my father may see his brothers and that my husband and I may get
acquainted with his relatives. My father, however, never agreed to my proposal. He was angry and
never tried to go there, saying, “Why do you like Tiimed so much?” Given that my father had many
brothers and his parents’ family was very poor, I guess that my father was reluctant to introduce his
relatives to us because he was afraid that if he introduces them to us, his poor relatives may come over
to us one after another to ask us for living assistance and annoy us.

Later, when Ulaankhiiii was denounced and great many Tiimed people were suppressed during
the Cultural Revolution, my husband told me, “Your father was great. If we went to Tiimed together
with your father, or if we got acquainted with his relatives, we might have had a hard time by being
associated with Ulaankhiii.” T do not agree to him. It was impossible for my father to know that
Ulaankhiiti would be denounced later. In any case, however, we could escape from having a hard time
because we did not get acquainted with the relatives in Tiimed.

My father was born in 1908, the Year of the Monkey. He came to Ejene in 1929 when he was 19
years old. At first, he became a servant for a government official named Toson and grazed his camels
for three to four years. After that, he left the home of Toson and became a servant of a person named
Jimbachoimpul who is one generation older than me.

The person named Jimbachoimpul is a maternal uncle of my mother (a younger brother of my
grandmother). My mother grew up together with her two younger brothers at the home of the uncle.

My maternal grandfather died early in her life leaving three children. My grandmother had lived with
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her little three children dependently on her younger brother Jimbachoimpul because she was so poor,
but died when my mother was 14 years old, my mother’s first younger brother was eight years old, and
her second younger brother was one year old. So the three orphaned children were adopted by Uncle
Jimbachoimpul as his children and reared by him.

Jimbachoimpul was very wealthy because he had much livestock. He was not married because he
was a priest. He therefore had his elder sister’s three children succeed his properties by adopting them
as his children. In those days, my father had grazed the horses and camels at the home of
Jimbachoimpul as his servant before he got married to my mother. They say the people gossiped in
those days about my mother who married to this servant from Tiimed, saying, “It’s a surprise that a
wealthy young lady married to her servant.”

My parents had continuously lived with their younger brother at the home of Jimbachoimpul
after marriage. The family was separated into two households when my mother’s first younger brother
got married. Then my father and mother started to live independently with one yurt constructed and
reared the horses and camels of Jimbachoimpul.

My mother’s second younger brother became a priest to succeed the post of Uncle
Jimbachoimpul, and died at the Dashichoilin temple (Popularly known as the Eastern temple. This
temple was established in the 16th year of the Qianlong Era or 1751, and attracted the public of the
Inner Mongolia with deep religious faith because the 17th Dalai Lama required commandments to this
temple by himself. The temple has been reconstructed in the western suburb of Dalaikhév town). The
livestock and properties of Uncle Jimbachoimpul were succeeded to my mother’s first younger brother,
Niidiindelger.

My parents had reared the horses and camels, but returned the animals to their younger brother
and formally separated from the family only with their own livestock in 1940 when I was four years old.
When they separated from the family, Uncle Jimbachoimpul settled one female camel with a kid camel,
several horses, several cows, and several sheep on my mother. They say that he also gave me one camel
for distribution of property. I was four years old then.

Aside from the settled property, my father had been given one head of two-year-old camel every
year as remuneration for camel raising while he was first working for Mr.Toson. He took the camels,
which he had been given, to the house of Jimbachoimpul, and raised them. The number of such camels
had increased to six or seven heads. Thus, we had a dozen or so camels in total.

My mother’s younger brother, Niidiindelger, succeeded all the livestock and properties of my
uncle and hence he came a noted millionaire in Ejene banner later. He became a member of the
state-owned ranch as one of the six millionaires in Ejene banner.

My mother’s name is Jiiiigen. She was born in 1905, the Year of the Snake. My mother was three
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years older than my father and was a trueborn Ejene Torguud. My mother bore us 10 children, nine
boys and one girl. However, all the boys died and only I survived as only one daughter. My eight elder
brothers all died and my younger one brother died as well.

Except for the eldest son, Dondiivtseren, who died at the age of seven years, all the other eight
sons died immediately after birth. There was a legend that no boys will survive in this family.
Underlying this legend was the following story-like episode.

In those days, there was a priest called Shar Gelen who stayed on in Ejene banner. This priest
borrowed a horse from Jimbachoimpul with a promise, “I will return the horse after riding it only one
day.” This priest, however, rode around the horse no less than one month, and returned the horse in a
worn-out condition with scars and bruises in the back. Uncle Jimbachoimpul got furious against Shar
Gelen, who had kept the horse for one month despite his promise that he would return it in one day and
about that he had worn out his beefy lofty horse into a condition like a dried wood, and denounced and
expelled him.

Shar Gelen had come to the house of Jimbachoimpul to return the horse on a donkey by pulling
the horse. My mother had met him at the entrance and hitched the donkey at the horse hitching stake.
When Shar Gelen was expelled, my mother released the hand rope of the donkey from the horse
hitching stake. When Shar Gelen left the house, he pulled the donkey away, held a handful of soil, and
scattered it toward the yurt.

At that night, his seven-year-old son (the eldest son of his 10 children) suddenly died from
falling off the horse. From this day, they say that his sons started to die. His nine sons all died. Thus, it
was rumored that the priest put a curse on the handful of soil, “may he have no son to inherit his family
and succeed his livestock and property.” It is not known whether he really put the curse or if predicted
the future, but any there was such an event.

When my mother’s first younger brother Niidiindelger scolded Uncle Jimbachoimpul, he always
cried, “My sister’s children all died because miser Jimbachoimpul grudged the mane and tail of the
horse.” My mother said that her children really became unable to survive due to the curse of Shar
Gelen.

My parents took care of cows and sheep of a wealthy priest named Bayanjiinnei after they
returned the livestock of the uncle to their younger brother Niidiindelger. Later, they came to have
considerably many livestock animals with the number of their own livestock well increased. They
allegedly came to have numerous livestock by diligently rearing the livestock with their own hands
without exploiting others. They were, however, initially determined as a “herd owner” in the later
classification.

I have one adoptive younger sister. Her name is Darimaa. She is six years younger than I.
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Darimaa was really the youngest sister of E Bor, Sonom, and so on. We adopted her as our daughter.

——Would you talk about yourself? When did you get married? Will you talk about how many
children you have, what your husband’s name is, and so on?

I was the only daughter who fortunately survived. My husband was a cadre named Nanjid. I
married Nanjid through the good offices of a childhood friend. The name of the friend who acted as the
go-between was Ogolai. Nanjid was his classmate. They both studied at the training course of the
Northwest College for Minorities located in Lanzhou.

At first, my first uncle Niidiindelger had asked Ogolai to “introduce a good classmate of yours to
my precious only niece.” Uncle Niidiindelger treated me with much care as “the only niece who
survived among 10 nephews and niece.”

On year, Ogolai wrote me from Lanzhou to introduce me to Nanjid. I did not write back,
however, because I did not know how to answer about the introduction to a stranger. Later, Ogolai took
Nanjid to my house maybe during a school vacation. We liked each other very much and so we decided
that we can marry each other.

Nanjid is a genuine Torguud. After graduating from the school in Lanzhou in 1952, he returned
home and served as a school teacher, and later he was transferred to the Public Security Bureau. He
later went to Yinchuan city to learn about public security. In the summer of 1954, Nanjid went for a
field tour to Kholonbiiir together with many wealthy people, and in December, the winter, of the same
year, we married.

While my husband’s family home was located upstream, my home was located at the Ulaan-Odu
gatsaa in Saikhantoorai downstream. We married and lived separately from our family homes with our
own yurt constructed and livestock animals allocated from the both family homes as a property. My
husband’s family home gave us more than 200 heads of sheep and goats, more than 10 heads of cows,
one small herd of horses, and twenty some heads of camels. My family home gave us 30 heads of
sheep and goats, five heads of camels, five heads of cows, and one horse.

When the Producers’ Co-operatives was organized in 1958, we had more than 500 heads of
sheep and goats, more than 30 heads of cows, and more than 30 heads of camels. Both large livestock
animals and small livestock animals had increased so much in four years. That was why we were
initially classified as a “herd owner” because we had so much livestock.

Our wedding ceremony was held on December 3, 1954. The wedding ceremony was prepared for
three days in a new yurt prepared by my husband’s parents’ family and constructed near my family
home. It was a wonderful wedding ceremony conducted in accordance with the ancient customs. In a

few days after the wedding ceremony, all guests have gone home including those from far away and
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those from nearby, and the brothers and relatives on the side of my husband have gone home as well.

We two initially lived in the new yurt constructed next to our parents, but we moved to the center
of the banner in winter after having spent the second Tsagaan Sar there and constructed a yurt within
the premises of my husband’s workplace (Public Security Bureau). Later, we moved to a pasture again
and constructed a yurt at summer quarters near a temple called Morin khonodog. Then we went to my
husband’s family home to spend one month there, and went to our own yurt chasing livestock allocated
to us, and spent the summer there. We made a living by milking the livestock and producing dairy
products from the milk there.

In those days, we basically lived on dairy products and meat. We had better feed grasses for the
livestock. Drinking water was fetched from a river. In a grazing land far from a river, we will use well
water. We are accustomed to digging and using a shallow well called a shand (tataal). A tataal is a
well that will be dug by drilling a hole in a dried up river to collect water. In those days, we never ran
short of water. Water could be collected by digging a fataal even in a dried up river. The things were
different from today.

I was favored with livestock. My livestock grew well irrespective of whether it was
privately-owned or publicly-owned. The livestock allocated from our two family homes alone
increased to a number enough to make a herd in three to four years. That was why we were labeled as a
“herd owner.”

The name of my father-in-law was Ravjaa. He died in 1958. My husband Nanjid could not
succeed the family estate from his father because he was a priest when he was little. Accordingly, his
parents took a son in law into his family as a husband for the Nanjid’s younger sister, and had him
succeed their estate. The name of the husband of the Nanjid’s younger sister was Davaa. Thus the
Davaa family succeeded the family home of my husband.

After we married in 1954, our first child Mandakhtsetseg was born in the next year, 1955. 1
understand that you know her. She lives in the center of the banner. Another daughter was born in 1956.
Skipping 1957, in 1958, another child was born but died in approximately nine months. Later, we had a
son in 1961. His name is Baganaa. In 1962, we had another son. His name is Baatur. After that, we had
triplets in 1964. Thus I bore eight children in total.

Our eldest child Mandakhtsetseg was born in my house during our construction of a yurt in the
center of the banner. The two sons were born at the house in a pasture with help of midwife. The other
children were all born in a hospital.

When I had my pregnancy for the triplets diagnosed at a hospital, I was told, “you have twins and
so you should be hospitalized before delivery.” So I was hospitalized ahead of time and I actually had

triplets. Of the triplets, one died, one was adopted by my younger sister Darimaa, and the other was
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reared by myself.

——How did you spend the age of the Cultural Revolution?

I had a very hard time. My husband started to be criticized in 1957. In June 1958, my husband
was denounced as a rightist and labeled as a bad man. Then he had his salary reduced by half and was
forced to perform various physical labor. In addition, blamed for having once managed Chinese people
who were engaged in brick making, he was completely dismissed from his job in 1959. After dismissed,
my husband returned home and engaged in physical labor for the production team. He was chiefly
involved in farm work. In addition, he also engaged in mowing for individual houses.

He was often called to be criticized. He had to report his idea and talk about the progress and
changes once per half a year. In those days, he was sometimes beaten while being criticized. He was
abused. However, he was not beaten so badly. I was also criticized as a family of the rightist, but I was
not denounced. After three to four years passed that way, it was decided in April 1962 that we would
take care of livestock of another family and we were sent to a pasture. We remain subject to reporting
once per half a year. We were ordered to report verbally. Sometimes we were demanded to submit a
report in writing to an upper rank. The intensity of criticism was somewhat eased gradually.

And a new political campaign started in 1964. With a movement called socialist education started,
criticism and denouncement came to be intensified. We grazed in the daytime, and we were denounced
and criticized in the evening at a meeting held almost everyday. We were demanded to study politics
and then to debate. In the meantime, that pattern was fixed and we came to study politics one night,
debate one night, and criticize and denounce one night. We were beaten. We came to be denounced
harder and harder, and we were ordered to relocate to the production team in 1967 with the yurt,
livestock, and family.

It was inexcusable that they hurt not only humans but also livestock that does not understand the
language. They started killing out livestock given that “the livestock reared by the “herd owner” is dirty
too.” They killed mother animals with kid animals left alive. They served the meat of the livestock they
killed to the People’s Liberation Army. They also carried it to the center of the banner. Our livestock
was killed because the Ulaankhiiii’s slogan, “among others, the top priority shall be given to increasing
the number of livestock,” was criticized in those days.

Year 1967 was a very hard year. People were classified in that year. Our family was classified as
a “herd owner” and thus we had all of properties and livestock confiscated. Our yurt was confiscated
too. We inevitably constructed a cottage with cardboard and tree leaves in the site of the production
team and stayed there together with several children. We took turns making a fire all night long so that

our children may not be frozen or die from cold due to the coldness of winter. Because our clothes and
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blankets were thin, we almost died from cold indeed this winter.

We were once classified as a “herd owner” in 1967 with our livestock confiscated, and our
treatment was reported to the upper rank. Three years later, in 1970, however, we received an answer
letter stating that our classification would be reappraised. As a result of the reappraisal, my mother was
classified as an “upper middle herder” and my family was classified as an ordinary “middle herder.”
Consequently, our confiscated yurt was returned to us and my charge was slightly reduced. However,
my husband’s charge remained serious. He remained charged for the “rightist” and the “ethnic
separatist.”

In terms of the reason why my husband was determined as an “ethnic separatist,” he was charged
and labeled for having implicitly attacked the top officials and promoted ethnic separation given that he
once remarked as a joke, “while the top officials smoke Daqianmen, we commoners breathe only
smoke” (“Dagianmen” is a name of a high-class tobacco in those days). As a result, my husband was
arrested in March 1970 and taken to the “reform camp” (Tianzhu labor reform group) located this side
before Lanzhou to undergo “thought reform.” At the labor reform camp, he went through many
hardships by being forced to perform physical labors for the sake of “thought reform” for five years. He
was solely made to break stones and dig the ground with no rights granted.

I constructed the yurt, which was returned from confiscation, at the center of the production team
and lived in the yurt helping the work of the production team to support my children. And I saved the
limited amount of money and remitted 5 yuan or 10 yuan to my husband by enveloping it with a letter.
I could remit 30 yuan at most even when I earned the highest wage.

In those days, I was not allowed to earn so much remuneration no matter how much work I
performed. Though my label as the “herd owner” was removed, I remained a family member of a
rightist, and I inevitably remained working and living under the supervision of a watchman. I could not
look up at the sky on the same footing as others.

In 1975, my husband returned home from the “reform camp.” However, he remained labeled as a
rightist. On year later, in June 1976, I relocated to a pasture chasing the livestock of the production
team. My husband worked for the production team with the remaining label of criminal. He remained
obliged to report once per half a year.

For more than 20 years from 1957 to 1978, he must have reported report once per half a year
almost ceaselessly. In August 1978, my husband came to the pasture after me with the charge revoked.
After his charged was revoked in August, my husband returned to his work in October of the same year.
At first he worked at an agricultural machine factory located in the banner, and later came to work for
the Labor Personnel Bureau by personnel transfer.

The 100 heads of livestock, which I started rearing in 1976, had increased at an annual growth
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ratio higher than the norm. During a delivery period, my midwifery performance exceeded the norm
too. I achieved a livestock mortality rate lower than the norm, and my output of stock farming raw
materials such as wool exceeded the norm too. Accordingly, I was given the extra remuneration for the
output in excess of the norm every year, but I was awarded with no prizes. I was not designated as an
exemplary worker either. I was not recognized as such, although I had achieved the required level. That
was because my husband remained charged and no awarding of a prize or designation was permitted to
a family member of a rightist.

After the charge of my husband was revoked in 1978, I was awarded with a prize as an
exemplary herder for two consecutive years. In 1980, I followed my husband to the center of the banner
to live there with the livestock returned to the production team. The number of livestock, which I
started to rear at first, was 100 heads. The number had increased to more than 500 heads when I
returned to the production team in 1980.

My husband could not get back for the salary reduced for approximately 20 years of denunciation.
Although the top officials, who were denounced during the Cultural Revolution, got the money back
for their reduced salary, the rightists could not get the money back for their reduced salary. After my
husband went back to the work and started to work at the center of the banner, he came to be paid 800
yuan of salary. And he died after he came to be paid 900 yuan later. It was maybe a little more than ten
years after he returned to his work.

My husband retired in 1989 after he got seriously ill. He was paralyzed on one side and he was
not recovered though he received much treatment. His condition was aggravated and became bedridden
and came to need nursing care in 1991. I took care of my husband for three years including his personal
needs. I did not have my children take care of him. I took care of my husband by myself, who died in
1994.

After my husband died, I was allocated with livestock again and grazed it in a pasture allotted in
Tsagaannuur gatsaa of Bayanbogd soum. The livestock increased a lot. After grazing the livestock for
five years, I committed to the livestock to the care of someone else in May 1999 and I came to live in
Hohhot city in June of the same year.

Thus I came to the very hometown of my father, Tiimed, for the first time in my life. My limited
number of livestock increased to 100 heads. I was allotted with a very good pasture. The pasture was
good both for grass and water. In addition, the pasture was enclosed with a special fence. I came to

Hohhot city with all of those properties committed to someone else.

——How did you calculate the remuneration and costs for livestock commission?

As remuneration for rearing my 100 heads of livestock, I agreed to transfer to the herders all the
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kid animals they increase every year on condition that they increase eight kid animals, which will
belong to my possession. All the costs associated with the livestock raising including taxes were paid
by them. Livestock products including sheep wool and other wool belong to them. They also milk the
livestock and produce dairy products for their own. What I receive are only eight kid animals to be
increased every year. Newly born animals will belong to them except the initial eight heads, no matter
how many animals are newly born. Today I live on those 100 heads of livestock and a national pension
of 200 yuan. I have no worry about my living budget at present.

When I was little, | was grown up extravagantly in a spoilt manner as the only daughter, as the
only child who survived among 10 children, and as a living treasure. I was spoilt as the treasurable only
niece of the millionaire Niidiindelger. I was, however, tasted bitterness to no small extent. It’s no use
crying over spilt, but what I regret most of all is that I could not let my children study as they please or
send them to a university. None of my children could go to a university.

Due to the classification in 1968, my eldest daughter Mandakhtsetseg was expelled from her
school as a child of a bad man or “herd owner.” Later, all of my children were bullied by other children
as children of a criminal charged for a “rightist” or “herd owner,” and they could not enter a higher
level of school to study like other children.

Later, in 1984, after my husband was rehabilitated, a job was allocated to each family of public
officials who were criticized as a rightist. I was recommended to take a job, but I had my son Baatur be
employed. My son was employed and allocated to the Material Bureau of the banner. Later, that organ
was dissolved and my son is unemployed now. The employment status is not favorable today especially
for my children who could not study in a higher level of school.

I have one daughter in Japan. Her name is Narantsetseg. The name of her husband is Saintsogt.
Both my daughter and her husband are in Japan. Her husband, Saintsogt, is originally from Khovoot
Shar banner of Tsakhar in Shiliingol aimag. My lower children have been to Japan too. They do not
have stable jobs yet.

My husband and I had born up under heartless treatment for 20 years without seeing any better
days. But we feel guilty to our children for that we could not let them study during the period when
they should have studied.

—— How did your parents spend their final years?

My father was arrested as a “herd owner” in 1969 and denounced. I was told that he was beaten
to death in one night. I was told that my father was taken out by the Zaantsagaan production team,
denounced overnight, and was dragged into a room where the denounced people were confined after he

became unable to rise up. I was told that my father died in the night later after coughing blood. He was
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just 62 years old.

In the next morning, two “criminals,” who had been confined in the same room, carried my
father’s body to Saikhantoorai and burned it. One of the criminals who carried my father’s body was
named Genden. He told us so. He told us that they burned the father’s body in such haste that the body
was not burnt well but only incompletely. We were advised of the crematory to pick up the
incompletely burnt bones, but nothing was found. They say that the bones might have been bit by cows
and camels.

We could not visit my father because we were all labeled as a bad man. We could not see my
father on his deathbed. Today, we cannot find even a piece of his bone in this world. That is quite
regrettable but we have no one to blame. Our tragedy was only attributed to the times.

My mother was near me. But I could not take care of her enough because I was placed under the
surveillance. My mother started to be denounced in 1968. She was beaten badly and she had her foot
fractured. Her right foot lower than the ankle bended backward. In addition, her one arm was twisted so
badly that it remained bent without being able to be stretched straight. Nonetheless, human life has
good patience. My mother was forced to work by crawling though she became unable to stand and
bedridden. Although she could not move one foot and one arm, she was engaged in work of removing
the soil inside a dug hole by crawling. Because she could not stand, she was made to work by crawling
to beside the hole and sitting there. After the work was over, she came back by crawling again.

Although I know that my mother was such merciless treatment, I was not permitted to help her. I
was fear of the authorities that I could not see or help her. In the end, she died in July, the summer of
1970, half a year after she became bedridden. I cremated her in Saikhantoorai by carrying her body
there on an ox-drawn carriage with a help of some old man.

In early days of establishment of the banner, my maternal uncle Niidiindelger was designated as a
chief of the banner together with Mr. Lkhavaanjav. Later, he was also designated as the secretary of the
Political Consultative Committee, too. My uncle was criticized as a “herd owner,” as well as a
“power-holder.” He must have been denounced badly too. He later died at the center of the banner. His

wife, Aunt Khulu had a very hard time too.

I interviewed Ms. Dolgarjav at the residence of Ms. Tsevegjav (a daughter of Ms. Dulmantsoo) in

Hohhot city on January 11, 2004.
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Ms. Malia
Ms. Malia was born in 1934, the Year of the Dog, 1934 at a place named Tsagaantangu in
Bogdiinshil at Mt. Bor.

——Would you talk about your childhood?

When I was little, the pasture in my hometown was marvelous. My parents come from Khalkha.
They were originally from Jonun van banner of Bayankhongor aimag. They came over here to escape
from the revolution in Khalkha. I find no meaning in their escape from their hometown because they
were struck by the “Cultural Revolution” again and had a hard time here.

My father was arrested and taken away by the authorities by being tarred with various crimes
such as “trying to desert to Mongolia” and “being involved in a reactionary gang.” After that, my father
died. I was probably about 10 years old when my father was arrested. The name of my father was
Gochoisiiriin and the name of my mother was Khombun. I was one of four brother and sisters. Two
sisters passed away and I am the only daughter that lives today. My brother Namjil is also alive and
well.

When I was a child, I was employed by the Dondiiv bayan family. I grazed kid goats and kid
sheep when I was little. I grazed kid cows too. After I grew up a little, I also came to graze sheep
further away. I started in the morning and returned in the evening. In those days, the Dondiiv bayan
family generally traveled on this side of Mt. Bor to such places as Gaviinsukhai and the northern part
of Kholjigd. We mostly camped in summer at the lakeside of Kholjigd. It was a very beautiful place. In
winter, we camped inside a forest of foorai on the north side. It was a very warm place. Wind was
blocked there by the densely populated toorai forest.

I was busy all year around for milking in summer and for the birth of kid animals in spring and
winter. Because I experienced and helped a variety of works when I was little, I learned working
though I had a hard time.

The Déndiiv family had three children, namely one son and two daughters. They were so wealthy
that they had three yurts. They lived in a large yurt by themselves. That yurt had a beautiful exterior
and a large room. The second yurt was for guests and was also beautiful and wide. The third yurt was
empty and provided for workers. We employees took meals and lived there.

I had worked for other families like this until the age of 20. When I look back the past now, it
was also enjoyable to graze for other families. One reason was that my hometown was beautiful. It had
abundant grass and water. I have never experienced such a thing as drought when I was a child to begin
with. We had no yellow sand unlike today no matter how strong wind blew. The wind was a green

wind that only caused trees to make a sound.

199



I got married when I was 20 years old and had my own house. The name of my husband was
Manj. I married to a Torguud. I was granted with a marriage certificate and held a wedding ceremony
in 1955. I married into the family of Manj. In those days, the Manj family had five to six heads of
camels and about 10 heads of donkeys. The family was a middle class family with more than 200 heads
of sheep and goats. The name of my father-in-law was Jamba and the name of my mother-in-law was
Balmaa. My husband Manj, who was the only son of this family, was originally an adopted son. Manj
had a younger sister named Urjin. My father-in-law was originally a banner secretary. Given that he
worked as a secretary under such nobles as Erdenegerel and Lkhavaanjav, he had a hard time during
the Cultural Revolution. The two old people, my father-in-law and mother-in-law, were beaten and
labeled as criminals. They were denounced as a “wealthy herd owner”, a member of a “reactionary
gang”, and so on. My husband Manj was also denounced as a child of “herd owner” and as a member
of a “reactionary gang”. Because my father-in-law and mother-in-law were denounced so badly during
the Cultural Revolution that they died one after the other at the end of the Cultural Revolution. My
husband Manj got sick due to denouncement and suddenly died of cerebral hemorrhage six years ago.
Today, I live with my son who has chronic illness. We had a hard time during the Cultural Revolution

but I lead a happy life today.

—— When did you come to this village (migrant village)?

We moved here in October of last year. I had a hard time in getting accustomed to the urban life
because I had lived in the countrysides for a long time. But I am all right now. We used to live in
Baljuur ovoo of Bayanbogd. Our camp was surrounded with a fence in all seasons from winter to
summer. Every family spent the winter in a camp surrounded with a fence.

We dug a well to use for water supply. In those days, it was so easy to dig a well. You could get
water without digging a well so deeply. A wooden chair was sometimes placed around a well. Every
family dug their own well respectively. A single well might be used as a common well for a
community. Even in that case, every household had their camp separated with a fence in all seasons.

When a Duguilan was decided to be organized, we were at Mt. Bor. Then with a Duguilan
organized in every bag, I came to Subnuur from Bayanbogd in 1958. On this occasion, the army
constructed fences for us. The army constructed two sets of winter fence and summer fence
respectively. In addition, they constructed a khdvkheg (an enclosure used to confine baby sheep) too. A
khévkheg was confined either underground by digging the ground or on the ground by covering the
roof. With the people’s commune organized in 1958, we made obligatory supply to the people’s
commune more than 200 heads of sheep and goats. That was why we were persecuted as a “herd

owner” during the Cultural Revolution.
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When we were in Bayanbogd, we enjoyed the summer very much. In the summer, we camped in
an open space. We used to drink river water. There was a river named the Baljuur-Ovoo river on the
north side of Bayanbogd. Bushes were grown up so densely on the river side that a livestock animal
might be hidden in them. In Bayanbogd, the Baljuur ovoo festival was observed every year. No women
were admitted in the ovoo festival. Women twitted and prayed for wishes with milk sprayed far apart
from the venue. It was believed that the behavior will bring about fertilization of baby animals and
abundant milk, camel milk. In those days, we fed baby sheep and goats with camel milk in spring.

In Subnuur, crops were cultivated earnestly by production team. The species of crops cultivated
increased as well. Various crops were cultivated including wheat, gourds, napa cabbage, radish, potato,
eggplant, and tomato. Chinese people also came to Subnuur to cultivate the crops. Armies also came
there to cultivate crops. They say that “self-sufficiency” was advocated when the people’s commune
was established. People might have expected to supply all daily commodities by themselves in those
days. Before this movement, Chinese merchants came over to communities on a donkey. We would
exchange one head of livestock animal for rice, tea, wheat flour, and so on. In addition, we would
exchange such stock farm products as fur and wool for small quantities of vegetables, green onion,
radish, and so on. Some households acquainted with Chinese merchants might have them buy living
necessities such as cloth and silk in exchange for their sheep.

Other households went to Jinta and so on for trading for several months. They traveled to bring
back white wheat flour, white rice, tea, sugar, and so on in exchange for wool and fur they collected
from us. I was told that it was the case with the family of my father-in-law. I am not familiar with the
details of such behaviors because married into the family from outside as a son’s wife. I was engaged
on in house chores such as fur processing and sewing. In the past, wives of sons were prohibited to go
further than the position of partition installed at the top light of the yurt. They had to cook meals and do
house chores near the entrance. In addition, they had to milk the livestock and respect their
father-in-law and so on. They needed to keep considerably quite. My old parents in law were, however,
very good people. My father in law was a well-educated person. Before the liberation, the local people
used to treat migrants from Khalkha with slight contempt. They looked down the people from Khalkha
as “tsagaachin (meaning wanderers).” The people here are treated equally and happy today thanks to

the Communist Party.

—— Will you talk about the meals that you used to take when you were a child?
The meals consisted only of meat and dairy products. When I was little, I grew up only by
drinking airag (fermented milk) and milk. In general, people drank tea for breakfast and for lunch, and

meat and grains for supper. While I was grazing for another family, I went out for grazing after only
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drinking tea mixed with aaruul, khuruud (types of cheese), orém, shar tos (butter oil), and so on for
breakfast. I had no lunch. In winter, I did not get hungry all day long because the daytime is shorter. So
I grazed all day long and took supper after returning home late at night. I cooked foods with wheat
flour and ate them for supper. I ate meat boiled soup mixed with grains, noodles, and bantan. 1 ate little
meat. When I worked for the Dondiiv bayan family, they sometimes served boiled meat to us
employees. We ate organ meat too in winter. A normal diet consists of deep-fried wheat flour, zamba
of naked barley, and so on. We picked and ate wild khomiiiil and taana. We picked and ate fruits of jigd.
We dug and ate goyoo. Goyoo is a red sozong. We picked shikher buyaa too.

When [ was little, a person named Sharav has once come over to my house with fine khomiiiil
one night. We washed the khdmiiiil clean, and then dried it by hanging it with a string after extending it
and flatting it, to use it as a seasoning for baoz and banshi (boiled gyoza) in winter. This person named
Sharav was a very scandalmonger. He was from the Mazong. Sharav told us that Russians frequently
visited his house on a camel to go on hunting together. I still remember that he was talking that
Russians have such a long nose that may surprise people who encounter them outdoors, green eyes, and
a hairy face. In those days, I could not help being surprised to hear about a man with hairy face and
green eyes. When I look back, he might have meant foreign people. I was also told that khomiiiil can be

used as a substitute for seasonings by being dried and powdered.

We interviewed Ms. Malia at 3:00 PM on September 3, 2003 at her residence in the migrant
village. When we revisited her in 2005, she had already passed away. She died on January 3, 2004.

May her soul rest in peace.
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Ms. Jivzan

Ms. Jivzan was born in the Year of the Dragon and is 78 years old as of 2006. She was born
in 1928 in Ejene banner. She was born on a place called Sulit located along the riverside of the
Khoidmoriin (meaning a northern river in Mongolian) on the opposite (southern) side of present
Monkhet. Ms. Jivzan is the 11th child of 12 children born from her mother. (Ms. Jivzan is a real
younger sister of Ms. Jojo Bor. Jojo Bor said that Ms. Jivzan is the ninth child. The difference
between the ninth and the 11th may be whether including the children who died in the childhood

or not.)

——Well, will you please talk about how your hometown was like, and how your parents and brothers
were like, when you were little?

Yes! When I was little, my hometown was beautiful. When I was little, I was in Sulit. It was a
beautiful meadow covered with various grasses. In summer, we walked on the grasses in bear feet. The
riverside had been densely covered with jigd and sukhai so much that there was no place to step. We
looked for fruits of jigd under jigd trees with a shinj, and picked and ate them by boiling them. We ate

the boiled fruits in a wooden bowl.

——What is a shinj?

Shinj is a kind of square-shaped container made of wood. I used to use it when I measured the
weight of crops. I heard that one shinj of crops had been exchanged for one head of sheep.

In those days, the water of the Moriin river was so deep that a camel’s tail was soaked in it. There
was much fish in the river then. The people seldom ate fish. Nor did birds. There were numerous birds
there including sparrows. In the autumn, birds went home in herds, and they returned again in the next
spring. There was a yellowish bird with a mottled pattern in the body and with a white mark in the head,
called lam shuvuu. This bird is also called angir (yellow duck). A proverb goes that we should not kill
this bird. A yellow duck is also known as a bird of the hometown. A proverb goes, “a crow is a bird of
the hometown no matter how black it is, whereas a swan is a bird of another place no matter how white
it is.” A yellow duck is also regarded as a bird of the hometown. Yellow ducks do not return to the
hometown in herds. According to local old people, yellow ducks can go through the winter on trees. In
any case, when the spring begins, yellow ducks appear first of all. I wonder if they can appear firstly of
all birds in the spring because they really hibernate in the forest of the hometown.

You may not kill a tortoise. You may not anger it. If a tortoise gets angry and bites you, it will
keep on biting you and never let you go. It is commonly believed that you cannot separate it unless

cutting the bit part with steel scissors. You find many tortoises on a rainy day. Today, tortoises are
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hardly seen because there is little rainfall and we are affected by drought every year. Animals have
gone away due to deterioration of water and grass with the change of environment.

There were wolves too in my hometown when we were children. We grazed livestock with due
attention so that the livestock animals may not get separated from their herds to be eaten by a wolf.
However, the wolves have already gone away and foxes appeared instead of wolves and have come to
catch and eat livestock animals as wolves did. There used to be a large number of zeers (Mongolian
gazelle) too. Today, it is not found at all. There were a lot of zorkhanas too. Zorkhans are still found
today. They dig a hole and live in it. A zorkhana’s footprint seems exactly the same as a footprint of a
human infant. Zorkhan is a very unique animal. They say the zorkhana’s blood is used to cure
pulmonary diseases. It is believed, however, that a zorkhana is a very revengeful animal. If you trap a
zorkhana, you have to always kill it. According to legend, if you do not kill it, the zorkhana will wait
for you in front of a hole with a bow and arrow prepared under a vow that “I will revenge on you no
matter how many generations it will take.” They say that if a zorkhana got into a hole with a trap on it,
you have to remove the trap by destroying the hole. It is warned that unless otherwise the trapper will
receive the punishment of the zorkhana.

I was put up for adoption when I was little. The name of my real father is Bazar. He was born in
the Year of the Dog. The ancestors of my real father were from Khalkha. I was told that my grandfather
came from Khalkha and my father was born in Ejene. My grandfather was a twin. He was called “Ikhe
Ikher (older brother of the twins)” and his counterpart was called Baga Ikher (younger brother of the
twins).”

My mother was a Torguud. Her name was Lkhamtseren. She was born in the Year of the Boar.
When I was about 10 years old, my family moved from Sulit to a placed named Namag, where our
family encountered a serious misfortune. My parents and all of my brothers, seven family members in
total died. So I was adopted by a person named Khavtgaitsagaan. I was adopted as a daughter by this
family when I was 15 years old. This family was favorable in livelihood and was considerably well-off.
It had approximately 20 to 30 heads of camels, nearly 300 heads of sheep and goats, and approximately
10 heads of cows.

Although I was adopted as a child of this family, I was engaged in almost all works. I was waken
up about four o’clock in early morning. I woke up at four to make a fire and make tea. Then I fetched
firewood by carrying it on my shoulder.

In the summer, I milked cows and sheep. I took sheep and cows away for grazing. I went
considerably far away for grazing. In the winter, I had to keep livestock animals away from the house
until the sunset. I grazed the animals outdoors all day long. In the summer, I left home early in the

morning and returned home once at noon for milking. Then I grazed again in the afternoon and
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returned home late in the evening. When taking away livestock animals, I left home after breakfast and
then I ate nothing all day long until taking supper in the evening. There was no lunch at all. I milked
camels too.

Normally, you do not need to attend camels to graze them. Camels are grazed with kid camels
tied to a post. Mother camels will always return home if their children are tied to home. As a rare case,
if a child camel follows its mother camel, you need to look for it all day long so that it may not eaten by
a wolf. If you cannot find it for all your efforts, you should make a fire all over the pasture. They say
this measure will prevent wolves from eating the child camel because given that they are afraid to come
closer to the smoke of fire.

The name of my adoptive mother was Tanje. They say that when she was born, her mother
delivered the baby in the open air and brought the baby home by putting it inside the bosom. And she
named the baby Tanje in commemoration of its birth in the tal (grassland). This adoptive mother was
denounced by being labeled as a “herd owner” and a “wealthy herder” during the Cultural Revolution. I
am not sure if my adoptive mother was classified as a “wealthy herder” during the restoration of honor
in these days. During the classification, I was named as a “wealthy herder” and beaten too. I was
engaged in forced cultivation for approximately one year and a half with my children.

Chogsom and Khaidav beat me. I was forced to work in the daytime and was criticized in the
evening. While Chogsom and Khaidav were beating me, a young Chinese man with surname of Zhao
(#) entered the room. He did not beat me though. I was beaten by being called “a member of the
Kuomintang Party” as well as a “wealthy herder.” I was just pregnant in those days. I was beaten so
badly that I was aborted. While I was being beaten, a doctor named Liu Jing (XI]5) entered the room.
He might feel for me while seeing me being beaten. He preached Khaidav not to beat me so badly for a
while.

On the following day, I had a pain in the belly and felt ill during the work, and I found that I was
bleeding from the lower part of my body. Thus I miscarried my child. On the way home, I met
Chogsom and Khaidav. Since then, I have been incapable of childbearing. Because we have only one
son, we inevitably received a girl from someone else as our daughter. We adopted a girl of my
husband’s younger brother Jamiyan. This adopted daughter got married at the age of 20 and left home.

I was disabled by being beaten during the Cultural Revolution. I have a physical disability
certificate. I had been paid by the government 161 yuan a year as a physical disability allowance in the
past. The amount has slightly increased recently. I am paid 900 yuan half a year and thus I am expected
to be paid 1800 yuan a year. I had a really hard time during the Cultural Revolution.

The name of the husband of my elder sister Dari is Sanj. Sanj and I were considerably beaten.

We were persecuted as “members of the People’s Revolutionary Party of Inner Mongolia.” We were
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kept standing in front of a large bonfire and criticized. Narantuyaa’s old parents were beaten too and
they killed themselves by jumping into a lake (without being able to bear the violence). We carried
their bodies to the lakeside and burned them. During that hard period, people committed suicide at a
rate of one person per half a month or a month. They committed suicide without being able to bear the
violence by hanging or other methods. Some people committed suicide out of fear.

In recent years, during the rehabilitation after the Cultural Revolution, Khaidav did not admit his
guilt at all at first. He said that he had not beaten me. So I testified the violence conducted by Khaidav
in the presence of a person who had seen him beating me as a witness. Chogsom was wise enough to
testify, “The testimony of Ms. Jivzan is true. What she said had been really conducted. Khaidav and 1
beat her that way. Because what Ms. Jivzan said was all true, I am now ready to receive any deserving
punishments of me.” Accordingly, the government recognized the fact and delivered a physical
disability certificate to me. While Khaidav has already died, Chogsom still lives. Chogsom was later

designated as a secretary of the banner. He still serves as a cadre of the Communist Party.

—— When did you get married, Ms. Jivzan?

Well, when I was 20 years old, my adoptive mother found a husband for me. At first, I did not
like that man, and I escaped into a house of my relative. It was impossible, however, to completely
escape from the marriage. My parents constructed a yurt for us next to the yurt of my husband-to-be,
and took me into a maikhan (tent) next to the yurt and sat me down there. I stayed and slept there alone
that night, and we held a wedding ceremony on the following day. The wedding ceremony was held in
accordance with old traditions. We prayed to the sun holding the tibias. It was a practice that the
partition between us would be removed three days after the wedding ceremony.

I did not get along well with him after we started to live together. So we inevitably divorced.
During the Cultural Revolution, he was persecuted and I was told that he finally killed himself by
hanging. I got acquainted with another man and lived together with him. And I had one son. I bore him
when [ was 37 years old. I got pregnant in the pasture but I delivered the child in a hospital. At present,
my son succeed to a house and livestock animals and lives in the pasture. He lives in a gatsaa named
Monkhet. It is a gatsaa formed by integrating two gatsaas, namely Monkhet and Zaantsagaan, into one.

In order to take care of two children of my son and let them go to a school, I live at the center of
Ejene banner like this. My son was a herder. With grazing prohibited today, he is at a loss very much as
to what he should do from now on. He refused to receive a house in the migrant village from the
beginning. The government offered to build a house in an migrant village formed at the very city center
such as Zaantsagaan, Tsekhe, and Bayanbulag. They say that those who refused to have a house

constructed in the migrant village will be forced to receive an apartment house by all means. Those
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who wish to live in an apartment house will need to 120 thousand yuan in total. Of it, the government
will subsidize 60 thousand yuan and the inhabitant will pay 60 thousand yuan personally. Even though
it may be acceptable, you will not be able to graze living in an apartment house. He is at a loss as to
how he should live on without the present limited quantity of livestock. We have no idea about what
the future will bring.

They say that, in Right-Alshaa banner, a government official suddenly came to a person, who
had kept livestock animals without selling them, with a merchant one day and bought out all of his
livestock animals. My son is afraid that such measure may be taken for him. Afraid of being deprived
of all his livestock animals suddenly one day, he is selling them little by little now to decrease the
quantity of the livestock. At present, he has more than 200 hundred heads of sheep and goats. He has
purchased a seed male goat at a cost of 600 to 700 yuan. The name of my son is Ganbaatur.

At first, we were told not to have livestock animals make footprints on the ground. In other
words, we were ordered to rear livestock animals in a fence. I do not know what measures will be taken
from now on. They say that herders will be made to sell all their livestock animals from this year for
the sake of happiness of aged people. The aged people will be allegedly paid an annuity of 8 thousand
yuan a year. The aged people entitled to pensions are classified into the classes, namely from age 35 to
45, from age 45 to 55, from age 55 to 65, and from age 65 to 75. The pension for the elderly aged 65
over is the highest at 8 thousand yuan per year. The reason for the highest pension is that those elderly
people are not able to work. Younger people will not be paid pension. The government requires young
people to work hard to support themselves.

The above situation shows that the government is honestly implementing its policy of “fence
livestock animals to rehabilitate the grassland.” They say that the government instructs that we must
rehabilitate the grassland and protect foorai forests. In the past, Ejene banner was densely populated
with trees of foorai, indeed. The forests were populated with trees so densely that cows and horses
cannot enter at all. In addition, there was zag, jigd, and sukhai. Zag has already disappeared.

Zag burns long like stone coal in general. The spark of zag will hardly go out. It is a good fuel
with good calorie, high quality, and less ash. The trees are about to disappear now and started to be
planted. Zag and jigd trees grow rapidly. Jigd will be planted from seeds. It can be planted by seeding.

On the other hand, foorai will be planted from roots. A nailzag (refers to a young tree) of toorai
will ripen into a high foorai tree in five years. If a livestock animal eats the bark of foorai in a young
stage, the tree will be dried immediately and will never grow again. Livestock animals eat only the bark
of a young tree of toorai trees. Accordingly, young trees of foorai will be immediately protected if
livestock animals are really fenced. This area used to be densely populated with toorai trees in the past

because the number of livestock animals was much smaller.
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When 1 was 15 years old, I was adopted as a daughter by adoptive parents living in a lakeside
home. The area was densely populated with trees. The grassland started to be deteriorated
approximately when I was in my thirties or forties. The grass stopped growing chiefly due to the fall in
precipitation and drought. Village elders attributed the cause for the drought to the dried up lake water.

They explained that rain water is likely derived from evaporated lake water.

——What is your life like recently, Ms. Jivzan?

Yes, it is good! I am enjoying my life very much now. My one brother and one sister are still
alive. My elder brother will become 92 years old this year, my elder sister Jojo Bor is also alive and
well. Tsarmaa and Datou Sanj are children born from my first elder sister. All my relatives are alive
and well. We had a hard time only during the Cultural Revolution. After the Cultural Revolution was
over, we were engaged in cultivation for several years. After that, families good at grazing were
encouraged to become herders. So we grazed livestock animals again, and we were recognized as
exemplary herders with 100 mother animals yielding 100 kid animals. Gurnai is a warm place blessed
with good grass in general. We intentionally traveled from the center of gatsaa to Gurnai.

In general, poor households were made to travel seasonally. Our family actually did not travel to
Gurnai every year because we were not poor. Given, however, that, if we keep away from traveling, we
may be criticized, we also traveled to Gurnai. We traveled and we still grazed our animals earnestly.
Accordingly, our 100 mother animals yielded 100 child animals. Our family was good at grazing. We
were often recognized as exemplary herders. We have never had our livestock animals eaten by a wolf.
Although there used to be many wolves here, we have never gone hunting wolves, and we tried to kill
as many wolves as possible when they came over. In regions much affected by wolves, wolf hunting
might have been done organizationally. Today, the number of livestock animals has decreased and
wolves have gone away due to drought in my hometown. The people are trying to survive in their own
ways. Some people plant trees including zag. Zag grows rapidly. Zag trees are also planted in Khar
Khot too. Other people rent spare rooms of the rooms allocated to them in the migrant village to earn
cash income. Some people manage stores and other people manage restaurants. Thus people have come

to make a living in various ways.

——If a mother animal refused its newborn child, how did you have the mother take care of its child?
Will you tell me the way?

Yes, in such a case, we do foigo to the livestock animal. We call sheep toigo/na and call goats
chéoglone. We call parentless children so that they may be taken care of by khaiduul livestock animals.

Khaiduul animals refer to lactating mother animals whose kid goats or kid sheep died. Mother animals,
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which refuse their children, may hate the smell of feces and urine impregnated on them by being
squeezed into a small space with many kid goats and sheep. Mongolian people have traditionally tied
kid goats and sheep to a special rope for kid animals called khdgne. In recent years, however, kid goats
and sheep came to be collectively put into a special fence called khdvkheg. It is more hygienic to tie

them to a khogne, though.

——Did you usually sing a song to encourage mother animals to take care of a discarded child animal?

Yes I sang...

Mother Jivzan sings a song very well. She was a very good singer. She sang for us the
“toigiin song” and the “chddgiin song,” which are sung when encouraging a mother animal to

take care of a discarded child animal, and so on, and sang a folk song, “fsagaan shargal.”

If a white horse has become fat splendidly,
I will see my mother on a day of a white new moon of during the Tsagaan Sar.
If a black horse has become fat magnificently,

I will my respectable father on a night of spring moon.

The interview was held at the residence of Ms. Jivzan located in Dalaikhév town at the center of

Ejene banner at 10:00 am on September 18, 2006.
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Ms.Tsermaa
Ms. Tsermaa was born in 1941, the Year of the Snake. She is 65 years old as of 2005. She is
originally from Delekhei (Delingha) City, Haixi, Qinhai province. Attacked by the Kazak in 1945,

she came over to Ejene away from her hometown.

—— Will you talk about your personal history starting with your childhood, Ms. Tsermaa?

I left my birthplace, Haixi of Qinhai, when I was five years old and hence I do not know about
the situation of the hometown in my childhood. My father was a meeren. I heard that everyone knew
“Khiidev Meeren.” Versed in five languages including Tibetan and Chinese, he played the role of a
judge. He became, however, unable to live with his hometown attacked by the Kazak. As a result, all
inhabitants in the banner fled to various regions. My family inevitably fled to Ejene too. The name of
my mother is Tsevegjav. She was born in the Year of the Dragon. I have been told that when we left
our hometown, my family members were six, namely my father, mother, elder sister, elder brother,
elder sister’s son in law, and me. They say it took my family no less than one year to come to Ejene.

They say that the place where my family settled first when we arrived in Ejene was the Baruun
temple (a place presently called the New Baruun temple). My elder sister, who had been pregnant, died
of dystocia from the travel. The daughter who was born that way was named Darijav. She is alive and
well.

My elder brother got married after we came to Ejene. He lived with an adopted daughter of Ikh
Togtokh, Tserentsoo. Tserentsoo is still alive and well too. My elder brother had belonged to an army.
He finally served as a singer with an exclusive contract with Lkhavaanjav noyan. My elder bother’s
original name was Tsagaankhiiii, but he was named Bayar by Lkhavaanjav noyan after he engaged in
security. My elder bother later became a policeman. His army comrades included Gonchiglodoi and
Mijid. He had a hard time during the Cultural Revolution. He was labeled and denounced as a former
singer for Lkhavaanjav noyan, for the first guilt; a son in law of Ikh Togtokh and a former wealthy
herder, for the second guilt; and a former soldier in the Kuomintang Party, for the third guilt. In those
days, Choidandar’s mother, Tsagaan was denounced as well.

I escaped from being denounced by a narrow shave. I was called “a herd owner who lost all
livestock animals” or “a rich woman who lost all assets,” but I could manage to escape from being
denounced.

My father was killed by Miitiir in 1949. Here in Ejene, the army of Demchigdonrov is called
Miitiir et al. In addition they are also called Miitiir’s robbers or Miitiir’s thieves. They say that my
father was killed near the house of Nimbar’s father, Gombosiiriin. Nimbar’s father is Gombosiiriin and

his mother is Tsetseg. I did not witness the murder but, someone witnessed as follows. My elder
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brother Bayar had enrolled in an army together with Baljir. Baljir was another son in law of Ikh
Togtokh. In other words, my elder brother and Baljir were brothers in law of the same family. The
army of my elder brother fought against Miitiir and sent it flying considerably far away. Then the army
decided to take a rest over tea in the residence of Gombosiiriin because all soldiers were tired. They
were about to drink a cup of tea with one lookout kept watching. The lookout must have been tired
after having walked for long hours. He fell asleep during the watch. Then the Miitiir et al., who had
hidden in the toorai forest, came out by taking advantage of the sleep of the lookout, and started
fighting with the army. When my father tried to take the camels of Bayar and Baljir, Miitiir hit my
father to death from behind stealthily with a robbed gun. In those days, foorai was dense in the
surrounding of residential areas enough to hide a man riding a camel. My father died that way. My
elder brother has gone to the army. My mother and I were forced to look for means of living on our
own.

My mother and I worked for other families and grazed livestock of the jas. We were also
employed by Yo6roolt bayan as servants at his house. When my father died, I was only 9 years old. I
was just helpless. The people in Ejene were very kind, though.

My mother and I were on relief from the bag. The bag mayor was Niidiin Meeren. He was really
a great man. He gave us tea and flour. He also helped us with various aspects when we worked at the
house of wealthy Yoroolt. Yoroolt gave us 50 heads of goats for milking so that we can use milk. In
spring (before milking), Y6ro6lt made and gave us und for lunch. Thus our life considerably improved.
We were ill off before we came to the house of Y6roolt because my elder brother’s father-in-law, Ikh
Togtokh, and mother-in-law had moved, leaving behind us, when we were in quarters named Tsonduul
in Subnuur. They moved with 12 heads of goats allocated to us. While my mother and I were
embarrassed very much, my brother came over at last together with Renchindavaa, and let us move to a
place named Tagshaa in Tavan soum.

While living there, the Khankhar family moved to our neighborhood. My mother and I provided
workforce to the Khankhar’s family. The Khankhar family only engaged us in heavy work for very
little remuneration. They were very stingy. Worse still, Khankhar’s wife was very strict. She prevented
us children such as Baljir, Urantsetseg, Tsendoo, and Manjimaa from playing by abusing us or trying to
beat us if we try to play. She had a stern character. She did not give any meals to my mother or me. She,
however, gave us meat of a dead horse. My mother and I ate it (the meat of dead horse) because we
were overwhelmed with hunger. We were probably employed by the Khankhar family for about three
years.

Then we finally came to work at the house of Yoroolt. Yoroolt was kind to us. He gave us any

leftovers generously. He gave considerations to cold and heat for us. He praised me for being good at
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grazing and increasing livestock animals by grazing earnestly, and gave me a three-year-old female
camel as a reward.

Later, we worked at the house of Erdenetogtokh too. I grazed the sheep of this family. My
mother performed all domestic labor including sewing of clothes and milking of livestock animals. We
managed to live by obtaining used clothing and limited amounts of foods such as oil, wheat flour, and
camel meat in return for our labor. During the period of working at the house of Erdenetogtokh, I went

to Ulaangerel from there and became a member.

——Did you attend a school? When did you learn reading and writing?

Yes, I entered a school in 1955. In those days, I had not moved to Ulaangerel yet. We had
camped together with the Gonchiglodoi family. The mother of Erdenegerel noyan, Tosontsagaan, came
to me to invite to the school. I shall never forget their kindness forever. I am always grateful to them in
my mind. They were really kind to us. They never despised us for our poverty. They often visited my
house. I often visited the house of Lkhavaanjav noyan too. They were very kind to me given that I was
of good birth.

During the year, I attended the school together with Ligdmaa, Nimbar, Jargal, Gendenjamts,
Urantsetseg, Chimed, and so on. I attended the training course of the Northwest College for Minorities.
Urantsetseg quit the school after having attended the school only for one term. All of my classmates
were male except for four females including me. The wife of the aimag governor, Ms. Sumiya, was the
first female student of the school from Ejene. The next female students of the school were three of us,
Ligdmaa, Nimbar, and me. Only very special people could attend the school in those days.

Accordingly, when the school permitted only selected students to remain in school in 1961, T quit
the school and assumed a post of an accountant in Ulaangerel.

I went to the state-owned ranch again in 1975. I went to the ranch to accompany my husband,
whose family register had not been able to be transferred to Ulaangerel so far could be transferred to
the ranch thanks to the efforts of Bokhtomor. To begin with, when Choidandar was the secretary for
Ulaangerel, he had approved the transfer of my husband’s family register to Ulaangerel. After
Choidandar came to attend the school, however, the successor to the post of the secretary refused the
transfer of my husband’s family register.

I grazed at the ranch, I also served as an accountant for the production team. Then I was
transferred to a fluorite mine at Jiuquan and engaged in mining for one year and a half. After that, [ was
engaged in grazing again as a herder. I had grazed for more than 10 years as a herder. In those days, I
was recognized as a good herder or excellent herder almost every year. I shined thanks to the

Communist Party and the people. I was granted with a lot of awards and prizes. I was engaged in

213



various works at the ranch. I was designated as a member of the People’s Congress, I served as a health
committee, and I was involved in the Women’s Committee too. In those days, Ms. Balmaa was an
executive officer for the Women’s Committee. I was engaged in basic works and I would be granted
with a prize for energetic performance. I shall never forget the kindness of the Communist Party and
the government forever.

I really had a hard time when I was a child. I had a considerably hard time during the Cultural
Revolution too. I was, however, always helped by people with good personality that I met. During the
Cultural Revolution, my elder brother was badly denounced. He died in 1983. My mother died of
illness in 1964. She must have been over 60 then. My mother had become a priestess with her head
shaved after my father died.

A daughter of my elder brother in law named Darijav (my elder sister died after delivering her)
had lived with Chinbai. One day, Chinbai suddenly disappeared. So Darijav came to live with Uncle
Odon who had worked at a court. They later went to East Inner Mongolia together. After Uncle Odon
passed away, Darijav returned here. Today, she lives at the center of aimag. Darijav has two children
born to Uncle Odon and her. The two children works at the center of aimag for jobs Odon had found
for them. Darijav lives at the center of aimag where she can rely on her two children. Darijav has once
called on me to pay her respects with her second child. My elder sister’s children are in such situation.

My elder brother has his second wife. My elder brother firstly married to a daughter of Ikh
Togtokh named Tserentsoo. Tserentsoo was a very quiet woman. The parents of Tserentsoo must have
hated my elder brother’s enrollment in the army. They have moved to another place, leaving behind my
mother and me. Later, Tserentsoo came to live apart from my elder brother. Tserentsoo then lived with
a man, who later lived with Ms. Biintiin. The man came to live with Ms. Biintiin without divorcing with
Tserentsoo. He has gone, just leaving behind Tserentsoo.

My elder brother came to live with Beldiirmaa after all. Beldlirmaa is his second wife I
previously mentioned. He had two children with this wife. However, both of two have died. Another
child was miscarried. When she was riding a camel, she fell off the camel and miscarried her baby.
After that, she had not children.

Recently, we held a family conference to discuss who will take care of us three old people and it
was decided that my second son eldest daughter will be responsible to support the aged my elder
brother’s wife (Beldiirmaa), and other children will take care of two of us. The issue of the

responsibility to support the three old people was solved through the family conference.

—— How many children do you have?

I have seven children in total. My eldest son Baatur and second son Erdenedalai are herders at
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Bayanbogd. Their younger brother Erkhembeleg (third son) is engaged in a computer-related job at the
center of aimag at present back to the country after having studied in Japan. My eldest daughter
Ulaantuyaa is a herder at Bayanbogd. Her younger brother Ganbat returned home after having enrolled
in the army, and lives near his elder sister Ulaantuyaa today. He served in the army for four years.
Ganbat is my youngest son. Besides, I have two other daughters named Setsen and Tanaa. I have thus
seven children. My daughter Setsen graduated from the Northwest University for Nationalities but
works part time for the Mongolia Hospital without having been able to find a permanent job yet. Setsen
was born in the Year of the Dragon and will become 28 years old this year. She also majored in
computer science at her school. My daughter Tanaa graduated from the College of Animal Husbandary
in Shilingol and is engaged in statistical work for the soum office. She has been working for three years.
Although I had a hard life when I was young, my children have already grown up. I have been leading
a happy life thanks to the Communist Party. I had a hard time when I was young, though.

I first got married in 1963. My husband married into my family. His name was Nyamdorj. He
had worked at the Armed Forces Department. We divorced because we had no children for more than
one year after marriage. Later, I remarried a driver named Yang Wangqing. This husband, however, did
not let talk to others. If I talked another man, he beat me or abused me quickly. I really could not live
together. So I divorced with him.

I married my present husband Jigmed in 1975. His Chinese name is Xu Guofeng (#&[E#). He is
from Khingan aimag of East Inner Mongolia. He is originally Chinese. We got acquainted with each
other through the intermediary of Ms. Khiitidaguul. Ms. Khiiiidaguul is a relative of his.

Jigmed was born and grown up in Khorchin Right Middle banner (former Khuuchin Tiisheet
banner) of Khingan aimag. It is said that the Xu family came to Mongolia far long time ago. The
great-grandfather of my husband left Shandong province and relocated to Khuuchin Tiisheet banner
when he was 9 years old. He had been employed as a temple assistant to earn enough to keep body and
soul together. He finally reached the adult age and married a Mongolian woman and came to lead a
considerably wealthy life. In those days, the Japanese army had conquered the northeast region of
China and expelled the Chinese there to their hometowns. Because the Jigmed’s great-grandfather
worked very hard at the temple, some kind Mongolian gave him a Mongolian name, O6dl6kh (meaning
rising). As a result of having married into a Mongolian Family, he could remain in Khuuchin Tiisheet
banner without being sent back to Shandong province. One of the children born from the Mongolian
wife was the Jigmed’s grandfather. His name was Xu Bat. Xu Bat had four sons. They are Kharbars,
Arslan, Sengenyambuu, and Dorj all with a surname of Xu. Jigmed’s father is Kharbars. Of Jigmed’s
uncles, Xu Arslan was caught during the Cultural Revolution and died in jail. The other two uncles live

in Khorchin. They are in Jilin province. The former Zasgt banner today belongs to Jilin province.
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Jigmed came to Ejene in May 1975. He got married on September 22 of this year and moved into
the ranch on September 29. He then went to a mine to work for one year and a half. After he came back,
he made his residence at a place named Tsagaan modnii bitiiii (the place name means a clump of white
trees) and grazed livestock animals. The summer quarters was a nice place named Nairintoorai (the
place name means toorai for a banquet). I came to the center of banner in 1993 to live in the house of
my son Erkhembeleg. I still live here happily.

I am grateful to the Communist Party and the government. I am also grateful to Erdenegerel’s
mother, Ms. Tosontsagaan, who invited me to the school. I am also grateful to Ms. Khiiiidaguul who
introduced me to a wonderful husband. I am also grateful to the people of Ejene banner for whom my
eldest son serves as a secretary. Last year, I was granted with 300 yuan as a pension from Bayanbogd
soum. 1 appreciate the soum for that. Today, I am entitled to receive a medical expense if I get sick.
When I was hospitalized, government officials came to the hospital to look after me. I heard that the
government is ready to provide life security to the elderly of 60 years old and above. This is also a very
good policy. I love reading and I always remember my school days. So I am glad to know that the

government recently instructs people to properly use the Mongolian language and Mongolian scripts.

—— Will you talk about dairy products?

Dairy products are made chiefly of goat milk and cow milk. You put the milk over a fire to boil it.
Orém will be formed on the surface of the boiled milk. Dry the 676m well into a square shape. Remove
the 6rém and mix a starter into the hot milk to produce farag (yogurt). Then mix milk into the tarag to
separate and remove tsagaan tos (types of cultured butter). Tsagaan tos milk will be boiled to produce
byaslag (a type of cheese). Shiitirmeg may be produced. Aaruul may be used.

I am not sure about how dairy products were produced at my hometown, Qinhai. There may
remain few of my brothers or relatives in Qinhai today. My father was allegedly called a “quintet peak
of mountain.” He was called so maybe because he was one of five brothers. My parents have never told
me the reason. Mother was one of three children. She had one elder sister and one younger brother. She
told me that her tall younger brother was killed by the Kazak in those days. He was killed very cruelly.
He was killed by being dismembered alive. My mother’s elder sister had been alive until several years

ago but she was never heard of recently. I wish to visit her hometown someday.

We interviewed her on May 2005 at the residence of Ms. Tsermaa in Dalaikhévtown. We

interviewed her again at 10:00 am on the following day.
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Ms. Dolgartsoo
Ms. Dolgartsoo was born in 1928, the Year of the White Dragon. She was 76 years old as of
the time of interview in 2004. She was born at the center of Naranbulag gatsaa in Jargalant soum

of Ejene banner.

——Would you talk about your life in your childhood?

It was a very severe era when I was a child. My mother was a Khalkha Mongolian. I heard that
she came from Baldan zasag banner. They say that the Jasrai gegeen was from Baldan zasag banner as
well. My elder brother and I were only real children of our parents. The name of my elder brother is
Gomb. My elder brother used to live around Subnuur and Saikhantoorai, but died at the age of 60 years
old. I was put up for adoption as a daughter when I was small. The name my adoptive father was
Danzan. He had another adopted daughter elder than 1. We three had lived together. My adoptive father
had more than 200 sheep and goats and approximately 20 camels.

In summer, his several wives milked goats. The milk yield was abundant. Several bags of
shiitirmeg could be produced. The tsagaan tos used to be preserved in a wine barrel (iron container).
We ate dairy products both in winter and summer alike. We also collected tsagaan tos and preserved it
in the giizee (ruminant stomach) of slaughtered sheep. Tsagaan tos was poured into a tulum (skin bag)
made of goat skin too for reservation. During the slaughter of goats and castrated goats in autumn, we
made fulum skin bags without tearing the skin. We tanned the fulum skin bags made without being torn
and kept them clean, and poured tsagaan tos into them in summer. The tsagaan tos contained in the
tulum will not degrade for a long time. So we ate the tsagaan tos contained in the tulum in winter and
spring until new dairy products became ready in the next summer. The tsagaan tos poured into the
giizee or the tulum were usually preserved and were divided into two during the Tsagaan Sar week. A
half of them were served to visitors during the Tsagaan Sar week and the remaining half was preserved
again to be served during the severe spring period. In those days, we ate only dairy products for all
meals all day long. In the morning, we ate 6rém and shiitirmeg mixed with milk boiled over a fire
before we left for grazing. In winter, we carried shiiiirmeg in the pocket to eat it outdoors. We did not
return home all day long. You will not feel hungry if you melt shiiiirmeg or byaslag in your mouth all
day long.

For lunch, we usually drank und mixed with grains. We drank milk or airag. For supper, we
milked a goat, warmed and boiled the milk to drink the eedem (a type of yogurt). We sometimes ate a
meat soup dish for supper in winter. Poor families seldom ate meat. During a felt-making season in
summer, we slaughter one livestock animal and drink a soup of that meat (eat that meat) together in a

family. This event is called a felt party. In winter, we slaughter a livestock animal and drink a soup of
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that meat on such occasion as Tsagaan Sar, sutra chanting, and functions of jas. We mostly eat dairy
products on other occasions. The meat to be eaten during the period from the Tsagaan Sar in winter to
severe spring will be slaughtered and frozen by being packed in giizee and placed on the stillage during
the transition from autumn to winter when ice thaws or freezes. On that occasion, the meat will be
placed so that it may not be eaten by a dog or bird. The giizee may be buried underground. It may be
buried in a hole dug under a shade of building or below the stillage.

Dairy products are eaten in various ways. Milk and #sagaa (a type of fermented milk) can be
drunk in vary ways. Drinking eedem means to drink airag mixed with hot milk. Drinking khoormog
means to drink airag mixed with cold milk. Drinking tsiidem means to drink airag diluted in water. In
addition, kholimag means to drink farag by mixing it with milk. Elderly people generally say,
“Kholimag is the best food and silk is the best fabric.” Furthermore, boiled eezgii (a type of dairy
product; a type of cheese) is a delicious cuisine. You need a skill in boiling eezgii. When you heat milk
to beat it, pour airag little by little, skim off (milk plasma) one after another, and then pour and boil the
once removed again, and you will make delicious eezgii. Eezgii keep you well away from getting
hungry. You will not get hungry for long hours if you eat eezgii before you go out. It is very nutritious.

In addition, arkhi (distilled spirit) will be distilled too as a dairy product. Distilling alcohol takes
a lot of time and effort. You must pour water for cooling in a container pan called diizijin and replace
water many times. You must see what the liquor tastes like repeatedly so that it may not taste too light.
Too light distilled spirit is terrible with no taste like water.

We pick and eat tsiilkher as a food. It is eaten in two ways. In the first way, it is eaten as a grain
by being roasted in a pan. In the second way, it is powdered and eaten like zamba. In the case of
powdering it, the picked tsiilkher will be boiled in water in advance and then will be dried and roasted
before powdered. It will turn into oily brown powder in this way. Tsulkhir will grow on sand. A lot of
tstilkher had grown in Gurnai in the past. We used to produce and eat powdered shar khiitireg. Shar
khiitireg is also called khers. They say powdered shar khiiiireg was eaten mostly by kneading it into
zamba in Right-Alshaa banner. Powdered shar khiiiireg was delicious when eaten mixed with tsagaan
tos and later airag or milk. However, it was not as much as zamba made of naked barley. Furthermore,
we also eat seeds of khoshi khamkhag by washing and boiling them. They will be eaten by being
washed, dried, roasted, powdered, and kneaded into zamba. We collect and eat jigd too. There used to

be so much wild plants that we could live only on them.
—— Will you talk about feed grass for livestock?

There used to be a lot of feed grasses for camels in Ejene. In addition to famous grasses as foorai,

sukhai, and zag, such grasses as morin sharalj, khonin sharalj, and shagshig, khuls used to grow.
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Forests of toorai and jigd were so densely populated with trees that there was no place to step in. In
addition, there were grasses that camels were fond of called, iiirgest khamkhag and usun khamkhag.
Furthermore, grasses with large leaves such as khag (khiag), khers, and [661i; and other grasses such as
botgon tavag, and khoshi khamkhag used to grow very abundantly. Today, grasses are about to be
eradicated due to water shortage. In those days, burgas grew abundantly too. Burgas trees were used
for components of yurt. The walls and roof bars were made of burgas trees. Elderly people once told
me that they used to go upstream of a river to cut burgas trees and washed the trees down the river.
Then they caught the trees carried downstream to use them as wooden parts of yurts.

I married a man named Bokhtsagaan (b6kh means a sumo wrestler) when I was 17 years old. He
was a Torguud. He was a sumo wrestler literally as his name. He was so strong that it was alleged that
he can pull up a burgas tree from the roots. He re-sounded the name of Ejene banner for 30 years as the
hometown of a great wrestler. He was an adoptive son of Bayartiivshin. Dondiiv Taij was an adoptive
son of Bulag Khatan (khatan means princess). Given that Bulag Khatan is a daughter of Bayartiivshin,
he was a younger brother of Bulag Khatan. I divorced with Bokhtsagaan in the Year of the Tiger. After
the divorce with me, he remarried Tserenbalmaa, and I heard that he died quite recently. The property
of Bokhtsagaan will be inherited by Tsagaanbaatur. He allegedly works at the Subei county of Gansu

province. They say that he has been well-educated.

—— I heard that you set a broken bone. When and from whom did you learn bone-setting?

Yes, I do bone-setting, or more precisely, | treat injured people coming to me from various
locations near and far by massaging and wiping them. I wonder from whom I learned this. While
observing the bones and joints mostly of livestock animals, I came to learn the locations, characteristics,
linkages, and so on. What is important may be to observe carefully.

You will come to know how to treat the injury while palpating various injuries with your 10
fingers such as leg fracture or dislocation of kid goats or baby sheep; breech delivery of livestock
animals; human abnormal pregnancy; stiff shoulders, limb bone fracture; distortion; dislocation;
achillotomy; and torn muscle. At first, I had been at a loss without knowing how to treat abnormality
even if I found that there was abnormality by palpation. Today, I came to know how to treat
abnormality just by palpation. The strength and feeling of your 10 fingers are very important. In
addition to the palm therapy such as massaging, traction, rubbing, pulling, light beating, light tapping,
and petrissage, recuperation in the background of treatment is important anyway. Poor recuperation
will cause recurrence.

In recuperation, drug administration and bandage changing correlate mutually. There used to be

various medical plants in Ejene. Since there were no drugs, hospitals, or doctors in the past unlike
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today, we would pick plants and prepare drugs from them by knowing their efficacy through our own
experience. If you look for carefully, you will find various plants available as drugs. I would use all
kinds of plants available as drugs such as zeergene, chatsargan, shar modon durs, and sukhai. For
example, I used to cure a skin disease with leaves of sukhai. For treatment of skin itching disease, it
will be drunk as a decoction. The juice may be applied to the skin. On the occasion of abdominal
dropsy, stiff shoulders, pain along the scapula, muscular pain, and so on, sukhai will be burnt on the
skin. In addition, there was a plant named malgai zalaa évs. 1 used to mow and collect this plant in
large quantity by myself. I stored the plant after washing it and drying it. This herb medicine is
effective in hemostasis or accelerating the healing of wound. For example, if you suffer injury in a spill,
by being bit by a dog, or from stumbling, you apply the dried powder of this plant to the wounded part
of your body and bandage it, and the bleeding will stop and your skin will recover to the normal
condition. Another popular herb plant is zaraa olon. It will be picked when in blossom, dried and
stored. The plant will cure injury from stumbling or bone fracture. This medicine is effective for
treatment of the skin and bone.

I do not use much medicine in principle. Now that medical plants have reduced, I perform
treatment by the feeling and strength of my two hands. My strength has weakened due to advancing
years, though!

Well, I am not sure if such information as this will be of help to you. Knowledge skills of elderly
people are getting unnecessary. When I massage or rub neighbors, however, who still come to me
seeking treatment of fracture or joint troubles, they tell me, “I am all right now,” before going home.
Maybe it’s just my imagination, but they seem to have really recovered. There is a Mongolian proverb,

“Illness caused by the mind will be cured by piety.”

We interviewed her on September 2, 2003 at the residence of Ms. Dolgartsoo in Dalaikhov town.
We interviewed her again on the following day. When I revisited Ejene in 2005, unfortunately Ms.

Dolgartsoo had already passed away. She died on July 18, 2004. May her soul rest in peace.
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Ms. Dulamjav
Ms. Dulamjav was born in 1927, the Year of the Rabbit. She was 79 years old as of 2005.

She is from Bayanbulag in Subnuur of Ejene banner. She is originally from Khalkha.

—— Will you talk about your childhood, your parents, and what your hometown was like?

They say that my parents were Khalkha Mongolians. They were allegedly born at the foot of Mt.
Toson in Baldan zasag banner of Khalkha. I know nothing about my real parents because I was put up
for adoption when I was little. The name of my adoptive father was Gonchigjav and the name of my
adoptive mother was Siiriin. I had moved from house to house in Right-Alshaa banner since I was 7 or
8 years old, and came to Ejene when I was 13 years old. When I was in Alshaa, my adoptive father died.
My adoptive mother has gone to Ejene, leaving behind me. After all, I came after her to Ejene.

After my adoptive mother has gone leaving behind me, I was employed by a man named
Zaglaisharav to graze the goats, sheep, and camels of his house. One day, when Zaglaisharav returned
home from the Giimbiin temple, I lost two camels by mistake. When I came close to the house, I heard
him abusing me. I was afraid of being beaten by him to death and decided to run away for fear. And I
came to Subnuur with carpets carried on one female camel. They say that when people spoke to
Sharav’s wife, from a pity for me, “That little child may die from coldness. We wonder where she has
gone...,” her answer was “I do not care whether she will die or not. I will be satisfied if I can only find
my own camels.”

Then I was employed by a blind old man named Jiche in Naranbulag of Subnuur as a servant,
and I worked there maybe for more than one year, nearly two years. There were more than 200 goats
and sheep and one donkey at the house. There were no camels or cows. Jiche had two daughters. One
was Damba and the other was Doljin. The eldest daughter, Damba was an ill-natured and bad woman.
The blind father died of hunger lousily. For example, Damba gave little milk to her father. Even if her
father asked her, “Give me more milk!” she refused by abusing him, “There is no milk for you! It is not
your milk.” Jiche died of hunger as a result. The second daughter, Doljin, was a well-natured woman.

After that, I was employed at a house of a person named Biidiiin Gongor at a place named
Khokh tekhe in Subnuur for two years, and I grazed sheep and camels. There were more than 400 goats
and sheep, more than 30 camels, and more than 40 cows. I chiefly grazed camels, goats, and sheep.

Later, I was employed at a house of a person named Uncle Tsolmon at Ulaanb66rdg in Subnuur.
I worked as a resident servant for approximately more than one year. An adopted son of Uncle
Tsolmon was the elder brother in law of Altantsetseg, Gaviyaat. There were more than 200 goats and
sheep but no camels at the house of Uncle Tsolmon.

Then I went to Biidiilintoorai in Subnuur and I was employed by Bulag Khatan of Tiivshinbayar
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(Puntsugdorj) noyan for nearly two years. Three persons were employed by the family. They were Jigji;
Bayartiivshin’s child, Luvsandorj; and me. We grazed sheep and camels in rotation. We fed water to
sheep from the well. Bulag Khatan had more than 300 goats and sheep, 20 to 30 cows, 20 to 30 camels,
and approximately 20 horses. There was a well near Biidiilintoorai. We fetched water from the well to
feed water to the livestock animals. One day Old Man Jigji fell into the well. We managed to help him
out, but Bulag Khatan was injured in the toe at this time and became almost unable to walk.

Bulag Khatan had no children. She had adopted Doéndiiv Taij (a real younger brother of
Erdenegerel) as her son. In addition, she had adopted one Tibetan from Lanzhou as her daughter. She
lived in the yurt of Bulag Khatan. For us three servants, an empty shabby yurt had been constructed.
The yurt had blackened with soot. During cold nights in winter, we would make a fire all night long in
rotation because we could not stand the coldness. Otherwise we might have died from coldness. In
those days, we did not have enough clothes either. We wore used clothes given from someone else.
Such clothes were not warm at all. The quilt for bedding was thin. The mattress was thin too. When the
fuel was used up at night, we would go out to gather firewood together. It was deadly cold at night
because the yurt was thin and shabby and our clothes were torn out and not warm, whereas Bulag
Khatan lived in a fine yurt. Her Tibetan daughter lived in the yurt. Tiivshinbayar noyan’s first wife was
Adiyaa Khatan. No children were born to them. Therefore he married another wife, Bulag Khatan, no
children were born to him and her either. So they received children for adoption from others.

After that, I was employed by a person named Gavaa. I was nominally adopted by the Gavaa
family as their daughter. The name of the Gavaa’s wife was Darimaa. They had several children but
they all died. Thus they nominally adopted me as their daughter because none of their children survived.
The Gavaa family had their fifth child after I started working for them. They had an only son but they
put up him for adoption soon after he was born for fear that he might die. He was named Baatur. He
later came to be called Guljin Baatur as a nickname. He was their eldest son. When I joined the family
nominally as an adoptive child, the Gavaa family had no children yet. They say that children were born
and died again and again before they had Baatur. And Baatur hung himself after he grew up during the
Cultural Revolution from fear.

After I was adopted as a child, the Gavaa family had four children. They are Oyunbeleg (a
daughter who lives in Saikhantoorai at present), Byamba (who lives in the center of Alshaa aimag at
present), Sumiya (who may have moved from the center of Alshaa aimag but I am not sure), Adiyaa
(who was put up for adoption). Adiyaa was adopted by Tsagaan and Zandanmydag as their child when
she was two months old because they had no children. Davshilt is the youngest child.

The Gavaa family used to live in Monkhet of Saikhantoorai located upstream of the river. They

had more than 200 goats and sheep, more than 20 camels, seven or eight cows, three horses, and one
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donkey.

I had been employed by the Gavaa family for approximately 10 years. During this period, one
son was born to Mr. Gavaa and me, but gone. Later my son Amgalan was born. The father of Amgalan
is Mr. Gavaa. So he constructed a yurt for me. He allocated his livestock animals to me too. He gave
me 25 goats and sheep, one female camel, and one castrated male camel. The castrated male camel,
however, was sold at Tsaidam in Qinhai, and I was given the proceeds of the sale. I was told that a
person named Mukhurtsagaan, who was employed to chase camels westward to Tsaidam, disappeared.
In those days, camels were often chased westward. Now I come to think that camels were used by the
army. Camels might have played an important role because there were no vehicles in those days. Given
that camels were a popular means of transportation, they might have been used by the army too.

The one female camel, which I was given, later increased to three or four camels. Mr. Gavaa’s
eldest daughter Oyunbeleg and my son Amgalan grew up together. I brought them up carrying them on
my back, holding them in my arms, letting them cry, or pacifying them. They were born from the same
father. My son Amgalan bears a close resemblance to his father at present.

I lived in the yurt constructed by Gavaa. Later, I came to live with Tiintger. He had neither house
nor livestock. Tiintger and I married without holding a wedding ceremony. We became a family only
by living together. The name of Tiintger’s father was Jirtaa Yondon and the name of his mother was
Sambuu. Both of them were Khalkha Mongolians. While his father remained in Khalkha, his mother
came to Ejene with several children. Tiintger was born in 1921, the Year of the Cock. He died at the
age of 73 years. Our child who was born when Tiintger was 37 years old was Gerel. She is 49 years old
at present (as of 2005). Tiintger had several brothers and sisters. Our eldest son was Batochir. Our
second son was Tiintger and our third son was Dashinyam. Our fourth child was his younger sister
Deleg. Deleg’s son Bokhbaatur has inherited the family property. In addition, I have a daughter named
Oyungerel. She is alive and well.

Five children were born to Tiintger and me. I bore 12 children, of whom seven died and five have
grown up well. Because I was orphan, I had a hard time moving from house to house of others when I
was a child. Before marrying my husband Tiintger, I bore several fatherless children but I could not
bring up them and they died. In those days, all what I could do is to survive myself. How could I bring
up children while being employed by another family?

My first son Amgalan is alive and well. He was born in the Year of the Rat. He lives in Khar
Khoto at present. My second son Yonghong (7</L) was born in the Year of the Rabbit, when I was just
25 years old. He is engaged in grazing in Subnuur at present. His wife had died. My next daughter is
Gerel, who was born in the Year of the Cock, when her father was 37 years old, and lives in

Bayanbulag at present. The next child Altanbagana (third son) was also born in the Year of the Rat,
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when his elder brother Amgalan was 13 years old. He grazes camels in Jigdtsagaan at present. My next
child is Khoschimeg (second daughter). This youngest child was born in the Year of the Monkey, and
is 38 years old now. She works in Ejene banner.

When the people’s commune was founded in 1958, I supplied all of my livestock animals to the
people’s commune. The 25 goats and sheep given by Mr. Gavaa had increased to more than 100 heads,
and one camel had increased to three or four camels then. Later, the livestock animals were reallocated
to households according to the number of family members. We were given 180 goats and sheep and 10
camels, the goats and sheep have already increased to 200 heads. Tiintger died in 1994 (lunar calendar)
at the age of 73 years. My children have grown up and left home with their families established. Only I
remain in Subnuur. I came to the center of Ejene banner in 2000, when I was 73 years old. Before I
came here, I allocated 61 heads to my son Altanbagana out of my goats and sheep and allocated all the
remaining to my eldest daughter Gerel. Gerel’s husband is a leader of the Bayanbulag production team.
His name is Jargal. At present, they are grazing at the place, where I used to live, in Subnuur.

Given that if I had not paid off the cost for the iron aorta livestock (livestock animals with
ownership transferred when they were allocated to households with the shift to the contract production
system), my children might get to be on bad terms over who should pay off the cost after I die, I
returned all the livestock in return for several heads of camels. I have no debts now. I have no headache.

I live in peacefully. I had a hard time when I was little, but I am happy today.

—— How abundant water was there when you were little?

Yes, there was abundant water! Rivers were full of water. Everyone used water by digging a well
in front of their houses. Because water flowed underground, we did not have to dig a well as hard as
exhausting. Today, we dig a well all the time. Groundwater has dried up so much that it does not come
out easily. Toorai trees grew so densely that, for example, a man riding a camel was hidden only by
going a little away from the site of quarters. When we lived in Biidiiiintoorai (a place name meaning
thick toorai), we enshrined a thick foorai tree. The tree was so thick that we could not span it even by
joining our hands of three persons. There was a tomb under the tree and a Buddhist statue was placed in
it. We enshrined the Buddhist statue with lit candles. We enshrined it during the era of Tiivshinbayar
(Puntsugdorj) noyan. The Cultural Revolution brought such religious habits to an end. The Cultural
Revolution was a nightmare. Mr. Gavaa was badly persecuted too. My husband Tiintger was
denounced too. I was not denounced so much. After we were persecuted, we came to agricultural land
and farmed for several years there. We farmed very hard in Saikhantoorai. We express farming as “till
a tag (farm land).” We lived in the agricultural land of the production team to be engaged in farming

everyday. There were 61 Chinese youngsters called the Intellectual in those days. When offended, they
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would beat us. We were very much fear of being beaten given that we were involved with the
“reactionary gang”. So we tried to keep away from them as much as possible.

Because we had abundant water and rain in those days, we produced a high cultivation yield. We
planted kaoliang, mung bean, naked barley, and so on. It was an era of the people’s commune when
households engaged in farming for the production team were allocated with meat by the production
team. We were, however, not allocated with good meat given that we were involved with the
“reactionary gang”. We were always allocated with only poor-fleshed bony parts such as khanchir (thin
meat in the trunk part) and hard radius. In allocation of wheat flour, we were allocated with only black
powder with no white powder at all given that we were involved with the “reactionary gang”. We ate
the allocated foods without being able to make complaints at all. We had a hard time during the
Cultural Revolution. In those days, we would pick and ate iisn dvs after washing it with hot water and
flavoring it.

I lived in Bayanbogd at first but I moved to Subnuur after the liberation. Bayanbogd used to be a
splendid place with sufficient water and grass. It has turned into a drought-ridden difficult place to live
in with no water or rain. The authorities have once suggested that they would give a house in the
migrant village to my son Altanbagana but he has not been given it yet. Everyone is at a loss without
knowing how they should graze livestock animals. The name of my daughter in law (Altanbagana’s
wife) is Mongon (meaning silver in the Mongolian language). There are two Altanbaganas (meaning
golden mainstays in the Mongolian language) in my family! The name of Khoschimeg’s husband is
also Altanbagana. This son in law is employed. He is engaged in road construction. My son

Altanbagana is a herder.

The first interview with Ms. Dulamjav was performed on May 5, 2005. The second interview was

performed on the following day.
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Ms. E Bor

Mother E Bor was born at the lakeside of Lake Mukhur on the western side of Dalaikhov
town in Ejene banner in 1930, the Year of the Horse. Mother E Bor was well-known, respected,
and trusted in Ejene banner. She married Erdenegerel, who is the eldest son of Noyan
Lkhavaanjav in then Ejene banner, in 1948, and thus became a daughter in law of a noble in
Ejene banner. From this day, she came to be known among the people in Ejene banner, and was
designated as a standing committee member of the Seventh and the Eighth Ejene banner of
Political Consultative Committee (PCC), as well as a standing committee member of the First,

Second, and Third Alshaa aimag of PCC.

—— Will you talk about your environment and life in your childhood?

Well, my parents were from Torguud of Khovogsair. My father’s name was Dovchin and my
mother’s name was Tosona. They say that my mother bore 12 children including me. Four of them
were put up for adoption, four of them died, and four of us were raised by my parents. My father was
born in the Year of the Tiger. My elder sister Shagdar was born in the Year of the Tiger too. She was
born when my father was 25 years old. My mother was born in the Year of the Horse. I was born when
my mother was just 25 years old. The name of my paternal grandfather was Khaltar Dondog. I do not
know about him in detail. The name of my paternal grandmother was Montgor. She died after we began
to understand things.

The mother of my grandmother had a very long life. I remember that the blind old woman named
Khorkhoi lived with us when I was a child. My elder sister went in and out of her room to nurse her.
My parents were near my paternal grandparents. When I think about it now, my mother might have
married into my father’s family as a daughter in law. We had lived together in one yurt.

The name of my maternal grandfather was Gotov and the name of my maternal grandmother was
Tuulai. My father was a skilled carpenter. He was famous in the neighborhood. He made various large
and small containers. He made custom-made products. He made ready made products too. He received
kid goats and kid sheep in return for the containers. He sometimes received adult goats and sheep when
he made numerous containers for a newlywed couple. He also made small quantities of wooden
components for a yurt (roof bar, walls, top light). My father was a diligent artisan. My mother was
chiefly engaged in grazing. She milked animals, took care of children, and sewed. My mother was a
good milker. When I was little, my family was a middle-class family with 50 to 60 goats and sheep,
three or four camels, three or four horses, and two donkeys.

My mother bore 12 children, of whom eight were alive. The name of her eldest daughter is

Shagdar. She is alive and well. Her second child, Zandan, was born in the Year of the Dragon. He was
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my elder brother. He has already died. Her third child is me. Her fourth child is Bayasgalan. She is my
immediate younger sister and is alive and well. Her fifth child was my younger brother named Aravijil.
He had already passed away. Her sixth child is my younger sister, Sonom. She was born in the Year of
the Rat and is alive and well. Her seventh child is Mukhurbor. She is my younger sister and is alive and
well. Her eighth child was my youngest sister, Darimaa. She is alive and well. Aravjil, Sonom,
Mukhurbor, and Darimaa were adopted by other families as their children respectively. They grew up
separately. Four of us—Sister Shagdar, Brother Zandan, Bayasgalan, and I—grew up in our real family.
Today, we mutually exchange visits among our brothers and sisters who are still alive.

Sister Shagdar and I lived together twice. I think I had close relations with her because we have
grown up together since were little, and I remained long with her at the house of my parents until an
age of 25 years. I think of her so often. When I got married at the age of 18 years, Sister Shagdar still
remained home. I often thought of her and cried maybe because I got married at such a young age.

I always followed my elder sister to learn milking and sewing. I learned house chores such as
sewing and tanning since I was little. The grassland was so splendid when I was little that livestock
grazing was not as troublesome as it is today. There was abundant water. In winter, the river was
covered with ice all over. We would crash the ice and bring it home to use it as potable water by
warming it and thawing it. Various plants grew up in my hometown such as foorai, sukhai, khiag,
khoron buyaa, and émkhii évs. Livestock animals do not eat khoron buyaa in summer but in winter.
Omikhii évs grows in a dry soil. Livestock animals did not eat it in the past. But they eat it today. I think
that the grassland has deteriorated so badly.

When I was little, there was abundant water in lakes too. There were large lakes at the upstream
of the Narinkhdl river. They were Lake Davst, Lake Gashuunnuur, and Lake Baga. It had never
happened in the history that water of Lake Subnuur or Lake Gashuunnuur is dried up. We are suffering
an unprecedented drought at present. Not many but some swans have been sometimes seen in lakes.
There used to be many yellow ducks. Yellow ducks remained late in the season, mostly until the end of
autumn or early winter, in my hometown, and came over to my hometown first of all birds. There were
a lot of shellfish in lakes. There were a lot of fish as well. Mongolian people do not eat fish meat. We
believe it a good conduct to spare the life of fish. On the contrary, it used to be prohibited to eat fish
given that eating fish will shorten human life spans. Khuls and zegs grew abundantly in lakes. The
abundant water in lakes and rivers brought about much rainfall. Now that lake water has been dried up,

rainfall has become rare. The situation has become quite different from that in my childhood.

——When did you get married? Will you talk about your own family just a little bit?

I got married one year before the People’s Republic of China was established, namely in 1948. I
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had never thought of becoming a wife of a banner noyan. 1 keenly felt that human fate is predetermined
by Heaven. It was really not easy that a daughter of a family, which was barely able to scratch a living,
became a family member of the chief of the banner. Everyone must know my husband. He was a son of
a noyan in Ejene banner, Erdenegerel. He would always think of the people of the banner rather than
his own family or himself. Maybe I do not need to talk about what he is like because it is described in
the history book of Ejene banner. As a Mongolian proverb goes “It is lucky for a pedestrian to meet a
person with horses,” I was really happy to be with good people. I am still happy thanks to good people
except for the hard time during the Cultural Revolution.

I have four children. They are three sons and one daughter. When I married into the family, my
husband was the principal for the first Mongolia Elementary School in Ejene banner. My father-in-law
was the chief of the banner. The war broke out in the year following our marriage. My father-in-law
peacefully liberated Ejene banner under the guidance of the Communist Party to maintain the peace of
the banner. The banner remained in a considerably good condition after the liberation in 1949. The
Communist Party is a great party. The Communist Party cleared the path to achieving the happiness of
all people by giving them equal rights. Thanks to the party, I was elected as a standing committee
member of the Seventh and the Eighth Ejene banner of PCC, as well as a standing committee member
of the First, Second, and Third Alshaa aimag of PCC, and could study and improve my knowledge
about politics through the attendance to meetings. My mother-in-law was a well-educated person as
well.

In 1966, however, the Cultural Revolution started and we were all labeled as “reactionary gang”.
We were expelled to present Subei county of Gansu province. My husband was discharged from his
workplace and sent to Naranbulag gatsaa of Jargalant soum for labor reform. Later, he was expelled to
Subei with various names labeled such as “traitor,” “lackey of Ulaankhiiii,” and “People’s
Revolutionary Party of Inner Mongolia.” After having lived there for approximately 10 years, he
returned to Ejene in 1975. It is very difficult to express the life circumstances during these 10 years.
The life circumstances are related to the history of Ejene banner too. Maybe I do not need to talk about
that because it is described in the history book. We lived in a jolom (yurt without walls) in Subei and
grazed livestock animals.

We were rehabilitated in 1979. Since then, we have been engaged in revolution activities again.
Since 1980, I have served a standing committee member for the banner and aimag. I have been grown
old. I believe that you can find reference materials about me in the history book. The party and the
people provided me with opportunities for various posts with reliance. The Mongolian proverb,
“Everyone ages as snow accumulates on the mountain,” is true. I have got so old that I may not only be

useless to others but I may also be inconvenient to others. I am older than 70 years old and I am near 80
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years old!

—— Will you tell me how wedding ceremony is held in Mongolia?

Well, wedding ceremony in Torguud is complicated. In the past, marriage was arranged by
parents of a couple. A parent of a potential bridegroom would suddenly visit a potential bride to offer
marriage with liquor and khadag. This event was called “ama tatuur.” On this occasion, if the elders on
both sides agree to the marriage of the son and the daughter, the both families will hold a banquet to
drink liquor as they please. This is the first step. After this event, a reliable elder will be sent from the
family of the potential bridegroom to the family of the potential bride to discuss the holding of a
wedding ceremony. This discussion is called “zovch avna.” The agendas to be discussed on this
occasion include the construction of a yurt, the allocation of livestock animals, the number of clothes
and cloths to be prepared, the determination of temperament compatibility, fortune telling, and the
determination of the ceremony date. The potential couple will be then taken to a priest or a fortune
teller to have their compatibility and fortune seen by him based on the birth dates of the two.
Consideration will be also given to their ancestors. If the couple is determined to match well after all, a
lucky day will be selected and determined.

On the day of wedding, the bridegroom will come fetch the bride early in the morning. The
bridegroom will come over in an odd number of persons and will return home in an even number of
persons. An elder on the side of the bride at the wedding ceremony will ask the visitors, “You are not
hunters because you do not have guns, you are not travelers either because you do not have baggage.
Whose subordinates are you all? Where are you going?” The bridegroom side will answer, “We heard
that here is a precious stone that cannot be found easily or a precious pearl that cannot be obtained
easily. And we have come over a long way just to obtain it.” Immediately after saying so, they will
dismount from the horse soon and will drink a small amount of liquor.

The bride will be attended by a mild-tempered, famous, homesome, and healthy person who was
born in a year compatible with the bride’s birth year (person born in a lucky year) and has a family.
Before the bride makes her entrance, a game called “three challenges to surmount at the wedding
ceremony” will be played. The first challenge is to throw a sheep head. The second challenge is to
shoot it. Shooting of the sheep head means expelling the evil, which is believed to chase the bride, by a
shooting it with a gun against it. The third challenge is to strike flints. One person will be selected each
from the bride’s side and the bridegroom’s side to compete in striking flints. The competitor who
catches fire faster will gain the prize. The two games—the throwing the sheep head and the striking of
flints—have an auspicious meaning. The games are performed to predict which side will seize the

initiative. It is said that if relatives on the bride side catch the sheep head faster or catch fire faster, the
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bride will seize the initiative. They are enjoyable games anyway.

After the game, the bridegroom will take the bride to the new yurt, and spread a plain white felt
in front of the yurt. Then the bride worships the yellow sun kneeling down on it and holding the tibias.

In the snuff exchanging ceremony, it is not allowed for the bride and the father in law to directly
exchange the snuff. The snuff must be exchanged always through the mediation of an elder brother’s
wife born in a lucky year or someone else.

There is also a ceremony of having the bride to carry beads. In the ceremony, the bride will dish
up milk or rice filled in the pan and will spray the offering around the trivet without dropping the beads
to cerebrate the fire and the trivet. The third day of the wedding ceremony is called “khdshig tailna

(partition removing).” This means that the taboo in the wedding ceremony will be lifted.

—— Do you have a habit of throwing your son’s wife out of the house if no child was born to her in
three years after wedding?

No, we do not have such a habit. If we had no children, we adopt a child of other parents as our
own parents. Mongolians love adoptive children equally as children born from their son’s wife, saying
“A foster child is dearer than a real child.” An adoptive child is sometimes even dearer to me! My
eldest son is an adopted child. It is often the case in Ejene banner that people put up their children for
adoption or people adopt others’ children as their children. Parents treat born children and adopted
children alike. They rear born children and adopted children alike.

I had no difficulty in child delivery. I had got up to start working in three days after delivery at
latest. When 1 delivered a child, I took meat soup with the hamstring and knees of sheep boiled. I
always drank the meat soup with newly slaughtered sheep boiled with millet. After seven days of the
childbirth, a small party called ugaaduul (ugaaduul means to wash baby’s body when the umbilical
cord cut) is held. It is taboo too admit a person polluted with perspiration or dirt or a visitor from a
distant place into the house after childbirth. Such persons are prohibited from entering the house. Due
attention should be paid to the environment for child bearing. A prematurely born infant is too weak to
suck milk by itself and will get tired soon. In that case, milk will be extracted and soaked into cotton to

nourish the infant necessary for sufficient growth.

—— Will you talk about water and grass there?

My hometown was originally was rich in water. We had much rain and the three rivers were full
of water it had much precipitation. We sometimes had a small drought in some years, but it started
raining soon if we held an ovoo festival. The ovoo festival is usually held in May. In Ejene banner, the

Dashi ovoo festival was held on May 20 and the Bayanbogd ovoo festival was held on May 22. It
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started raining after the festival was over.

Water came up easily without digging the well deeply. Water came up if you dug the well to
approximately one meter deep. Water came up by digging well to approximately 2 meter deep at
deepest. The water of the Ejene river was originally very pure and clean.

River banks were densely populated with trees of toorai and jigd. In autumn, leaves of foorai fell
down and covered the ground. Livestock animals stayed over winter eating them. We also picked fruits
and leaves of jigd to be fed to livestock animals. The livestock were fond of them. Because the jigd tree
is hard and solid, various containers made of it are tough and are said to look nice. Since my father was
a carpenter, he was familiar with the nature of wood.

There was also a tree called zag that burned warmly long. It was a favorite food of camels. In
addition, tsagaan goyoo grew well too on the sandy soil where zag trees grew. Elderly people would
say that zag shares life with tsagaan goyoo. Tsagaan goyoo is a medical plant. A drug was made from
tsagaan (white). The drug is said to be good for the stomach and intestines. Another medical plant was
shikher évs. The drug is good for cough relieving and lungs. It is said that bad cough will be cured in
one day by chewing shikhker 6vs all day long. Such various splendid plants available in the past like this
are increasingly decreasing. I believe that this situation is also related to the drying up of lakes.

Can you image how much water was in Lake Subnuur? There was a temple named Sairtsonji on
the north side of Lake Subnuur. Sairtsonji is located at a very high altitude. When viewed from the
Sairtsonji temple, Lake Subnuur looked like endlessly large. Various species of fish and birds came
over to the lake filled with clean water. There was a fairy tale that a golden pony serves as a lord of the
lake. The Lake Gashuunnuur is a lake with many fairy tales too.

There were many small lakes in my hometown, including the Lake Jinst, the Lake Ereentsonj, the
Lake Yavrai, the Lake Onts, and the Lake Kholjigd. There are many rivers too including the Gurna
river and the Goiz river. The Ejene river had been kept transparent and clean by prohibiting the
washing of polluted things in the river given that the river water was an untouched eternal holy water
with its origin in Qilian mountains. Today, however, the nature has changed completely with water

reduced due to the dried up rivers and lakes.

The first interview with Ms. E Bor was held in the summer of 2002 and the second interview with
her was held at the residence of Ms. E Bor located in Dalaikhév town of Ejene banner on
September 4, 2003. We could not interview with Ms. E Bor again because she died on January 28,

2004. May her soul rest in peace.
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Ms. Avirmed
Ms. Avirmed was born in the spring of 1938, the Year of the Tiger, as an only daughter of
the Gongorjav family of Torguud at a place named Zaantsagaan in Saikhantoorai soum of Ejene

banner.

——Now, will you talk about the grassland, water, and plants in your childhood?

When I was little, my family lived on the bank of the Lake Danwei. We came over to and lived
in a place named Khokhjigd located at the southeast of Saikhantoorai to escape from the Kazak in early
1940s. With the people’s commune established in 1958, the residents in Mt. Bor were sent downstream
the river to Saikhantoorai and the residents in Saikhantoorai were moved to Saikhannuur. During this
relocation, our family came to Saikhannuur together with other people, where we became a herder for
the Saikhannuur production team as a result of the organizing of the people’s commune.

My father was a Torguud from Khovogsair whose name was Gongorjav. The name of my mother
was Tsermaa. When I was little, we had more than 100 heads of goats and sheep, approximately 20
camels, approximately 10 cows, and three to five horses. Thus we were a family capable of
self-sufficiency with small numbers of all the five types of livestock animals.

When [ was little, I strongly desired to enter school to study but I learned by myself with no such
opportunities. While learning alphabets from someone else with alphabets written on a dried puddle, I
came to learn reading and writing Mongolian scripts. And I would read books obtained. I read various
books and stories during my life. I could not be educated in a formal school. I regret that for life. I
strived to let all my children go to school so that my children may not have the same regret.

I had six children. One was adopted by my relatives as their child when he was little. Another
child died from coal gas poisoning. The remaining four children were educated, had their own families,
and are working hard. My eldest daughter and second daughter are twins. Their names are Narantuyaa
and Naranchimeg. I gave them names associated with the sun (nara means the sun in the Mongolian
language) because they were born during the sunrise. When they were little, they looked alike so much
that others could not tell between them. They graduated from a university as classmates and returned
home.

Altantsetseg is their younger sister. When she was adopted by my relatives she was little.
Altantsetseg went to the same university with her two elder sisters. After graduating the university, she
has been working for the banner office. She was promoted to the vice chief of the banner recently. I had
three more children after Altantsetseg. They are Batbuyan, Batmonkh, and Battsengel. Batmonkh has
died from coal gas poisoning. Of my six children, three children graduated from a university, one child

graduated from a secondary technical school, one child graduated from a junior high school, and one
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child graduated from a high school. Because Altantsetseg was put up for adoption when she was little,
it was her adoptive father and mother who enabled her to graduate from the university. That was not
my contribution.

The name of my husband is Tiivden. He was born in 1929, the Year of the Snake. In the
production team, we led a poor life because we had many children, but we strived to let our children go
to school by all means. During the Cultural Revolution we had a really hard time. When the Cultural
Revolution was intensified in 1968, we were deprived of all properties including the yurt and livestock
with my parents labeled as “wealthy herders” and my husband as a member of the Torguud Party, and
of every right and liberty as “a family of reactionary gang.” We grazed only thin livestock animals
selected according to the decision of the production team for several years. Labeled as “a family of
reactionary gang,” We were ordered by the production team to graze only thin livestock animals and
did it without refusing the order. Accordingly, we experienced a severe life together with naked
children grazing thin livestock animals for several years. My husband got sick due to much labor and
persecution during the Cultural Revolution. As a result, he died at a rather young age of 65 years with a
cerebral nerve suddenly severed in 1993.

In 1982, under the contract production system, we moved to Bayanbulag gatsaa of Subnuur
soum, where we were allocated by the production team with 10 camels and 80 goats and sheep, and
grazed them. Since 2000, I have lived in the center of Ejene banner to take care of my grandchild

Zandan and let him go to school.

——I heard that you are a midwife. When and how did you learn midwifery?

I studied midwifery at a hospital in Ejene banner for one year from 1955 to 1956. In any case, I
like studying. I learned the Mongolian language by myself. I was recommended to study it by people
around me maybe because they trusted me for my literacy. Since I mastered the technique, I have
assisted delivery of 50 to 60 children. I have had no accidents. So I was recognized as an excellent
midwife too. I made efforts with hope when I was young. People trusted me and elected me as a
representative of the banner and the bag. 1 attended the congress of the Communist Youth League of
the Ejene banner three times and attended the Subnuur People’s Congress as a representative of the
bag.

Thanks to the instructions of my parents, the party, and people, I have made a habit of getting
along well with neighbors, respecting elderly people, loving children, and being honest and sincerity
with everyone. I have been engaged in my jobs with emphasis on diligence and gentleness. I have
educated those virtues in my children too. That is why people trust me. I was respectfully called “gentle

mother” in my hometown. I believe that the people’s trust in me is associated with my gentle nature.

234



Midwifery is a significant job associated with the life of the mother and the baby. In addition, a
midwife must relieve the pain of the mother at delivery so that the mother may deliver her baby safely
as quickly as possible. It is a hard job that causes physical and mental fatigue and requires experience
and skills. When I saw worried mothers, I thought that they must be in a considerable pain and I
assisted their delivery rubbing them with sweat so that they may feel easier as soon as possible. Some
mothers may suffer retained placenta (afterbirth) and others may fall unconscious often from excessive
fatigue after delivery. In that case, general knowledge about drugs and soups is necessary as well as
manipulation.

I mastered various things during my study about midwifery at the hospital. I also learned during
the midwifery practice. How to cut the umbilical cord of baby is also important. You must cut the
umbilical cord at a proper length. If the length of the cord was too long, it will take longer for the
wound to heal, resulting in protruding navel. If the cord is cut too short, it will become difficult to be
fastened. In that case, the child will urinate frequently. He may wet his bed after he has grown up. Due
attention needs to be paid also to the womb of the mother. Diseases contracted in childbirth or during
menstruation are difficult to be cured. Accordingly, due attention needs to be paid to the womb of the
mother. Senior midwives often say that much midwifery work would cause the eyes to go bad. That

might be true. My eyesight has become poor. I think that it may be associated with my midwifery.

—— I heard that you are a good singer. Do you sing urtiin duu (slow-paced folk song)? From whom
did you learn it?

Yes, I learned it from my mother when I was little. My mother could sing many songs too. In
addition, I learned many songs while singing with other people at parties such as a wedding ceremony.
My voice is good for urtiin duu. So I was often invited by my acquaintances to a wedding ceremony as
a singer. I would sing songs willingly praised that “I am a good singer.” As a result, when the Alshaa
aimag Folk Song Association collected songs in May 2005, they recorded my nearly 100 Torguud folk
songs and more than 30 Khalkha folk songs. This record must be preserved at the center of Alshaa
aimag.

I love to sing a Mongolian folk song. I believe I am a little talented for singing it. I feel that the
more songs I sing, the more voices I find and the more the scope of my feeling widens. When I sing a
Mongolian folk song at a wedding ceremony and so on, I do not get badly drunk no matter how much
liquor I drink maybe because I feel better. Elderly people really say that singing a song will promote
transpiration of alcohol. I like various songs including “Ulemj buyan,” “Khiiren kheer mori,” “Khasag
zandan khar,” “Unagan khar,” and “Ariin khargai mod.” It is difficult for me to remember titles of

songs during conversation. If I start singing, however, I will remember many songs one after another. I
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sometimes remember even songs that I have forgotten.

The first interview with Ms. Avirmed was held in 2002 at Subnuur, and the second interview was
held in 2005 at the residence of Ms. Avirmed located in Dalaikh6v town of Ejene banner. Ms.
Avirmed died of a disease on May 9, 2005. We planned to visit her again during the field survey
expected to be implemented in Ejene banner from September 8, 2006 to September 20, 2006, but

it was too late. May her soul rest in peace.
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Table 1.1. List of Plant Names
Mongolian plants family L distribution of
Japanese name scientific name
name names plants
asmag T AT ? ? ?
bar shavag AVIZEIE AV Compositae Tripolium vulgare Ness annual herb
boorolzgene TH—L T T X Rosaceae Rubus L. shrub or herb
botgon tavag | AN h I« Z/37 | Zygophyllaceae | Zygophyllum rosovii Bunge | perennial herb
burgas RIVH A Salicaceae Salix cheilophila Schneid. shrub or subarbor
but 7k ? ? ?
but butargana | 7 ¥ « RE LA F Chenopodiaceae | Salsola passerina Bunge. subshrub
chatsargan FxY T Elaeagnaceae Hippophae rhamnoides L. shrub or arbor
‘ ) c . . ol ”
goyoolsozong | FH—/ Vv Cynomoriaceae ‘ynomorium songaricum perennial parasitic
Rupr. herb
. N . Cannabis sativa L.f.
gerlig ols ‘Trrvrs - FnmR Moraceae . . annual herb
rudelalis (Janisch.) Chu
jigd AN Lythraceae Elaeagnus angustifolia L. shrub or subshrub
khamkhag INBING Chenopodiaceae | Salsola collina Pall. annual herb
khar khers NV e N Chenopodiaceae | Suaeda salsa (L.) Pall. annual herb
_ . Rhododendron lutescens
kharalt INT IVZ Ericaceae shrub
Franchet.
kharmag %24 Zygophyllaceae | Nitraria sibirica Pall. shrub
khers ~L A Chenopodiaceae | Salicornia europaea L. annual herb
. . L hi is (Trin.
khiyag/khag Y s NT Gramineae eymus chinensis (Trin.) perennial herb
Tzvel.
khomiitil 7 L—)b Lialiaceae Allium mongolicum Regel perennial herb
. . = . Artemisia anethifolia Web. | annual/biennial
khonin sharalj | &A=+ ¥ % 7 /LT | Compositae
ex Stechm. herb
. Sph h Isula (Pall.
khonkh 6vs RUAR U7 Leguminosae DpC aerophysa salsula (Pall.) perennial herb
khoron buyaa | A\l Ry — Leguminosae Sophora alopecuroides L. perennial herb
khoshi NN Chenopodiaceae Corispermum declinatum annual
khamkhag Steph. psammophytes
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Table 1.2. List of Plant Names

Mongolian plants family L distribution of
Japanese name scientific name
name names plants

khiij 6vs TV T A Rutaceae Haplophyllum dauricum (L.) Juss. | perennial herb

khuls BRIV A Gramineae Phragmites australis (Cav.) Trin. perennial herb

khuviskhan | A8 B2 AN Compositae Scorzonera muriculata Chang subshrub-like
herb

16611 ag—y Chenopodiaceae | Chenopodium album L. annual herb

malgai ~IHA L Euphorbiaceae | Euphorbia humifusa Willd. annual herb

zalaa 6vs |7 — - U TR

morin SIS % Compositae Artemisia songarica Schrenk subshrub

sharalj

ols ZFa A Moraceae Cannabis sativa L. annual herb

shagshig VX TT Gramineae Scolochloa festucacea (Willd). Link | perennial herb

shar VXL RE VT F Chenopodiaceae | Kalidium gracile Fenzl subshrub

budargana

shar Tyl T—L Chenopodiaceae | Salicornia europaea L. annual herb

khiitireg

shar modon | ¥ /L + & R+ KJL A | Chenopodiaceae | Chenopodium serotinum L. annual herb

durs

shar tsetseg | > v /L » V=YV =/ Lialiaceae Hemerocallis citrina Baroni perennial herb

sharalj X INY Compositae Artemisia L. perennial herb
or subshrub

shikher T s R — Leguminosae Glycyrrhiza uralensis Fisch. perennial herb

buyaa

shikher 6vs | > ~/L « 77 R Leguminosae Glycyrrhiza uralensis Fisch. perennial herb

sukhai VoA Tamaricaceae | Tamarix ramosissima Ledeb. shrub or
subarbor

suli v Gramineae Psammochloa villosa (Trin.) Bor perennial herb

taana H—F Lialiaceae Allium polyrthizum Turcz. ex Regel | perennial herb

toorai F—1A Salicaceae Populus euphratica Oliv. arbor

tsagaanbut |~V 7 H—r - 7k Chenopodiaceae | Salsola arbuscula Pall. shrub

tsagaan Yy d—y e T3 — Orobanchaceae | Cistanche deserticola Ma perennial

g0yoo parasitic herb

348




Table 1.3. List of Plant Names

Mongolian plants family L distribution of
Japanese name scientific name
name names plants

tsagaan khers | 7 #/— + ~ 1L X | Chenopodiaceae |Suaeda Forsk. annual herb,
subshrub or
shrub

tsegereg MEX A4 Zygophyllaceae | Peganum harmala L. perennial herb

tsiilkher Fanrzn Chenopodiaceae | Agriophyllum pungens (Vahl) Link | annual herb

ex A. Dietr.

tiingee ey oo Gramineae Leymus secalinus (Georgi) Tzvel. perennial

liet ulaan 2= NI A N ? ?

timkhii 6vs 7 At— -+ 77 A |Compositae Artemisia hedinii Ostenf. et Pauls. annual herb

usun 7 A« /NAsNT | Chenopodiaceae | Salsola collina Pall. annual herb

khamkhag

tisn 6vs TR e T A Commelinaceae | Floscopa scandens Lour. perennial herb

iist navch AR e FTF Chenopodiaceae |Salsola collina Pall. annual herb

tilirgest 7=V T AR . Chenopodiaceae | Salsola monoptera Bunge annual herb

khamkhag INEBNT

zag v Chenopodiaceae | Haloxylon ammodendron (C.A.Mey.) | subarbor

Bunge

zaraa olon HI— e Fu Compositae Echinops latifolius Tausch. perennial herb

zeergene B—nrx Ephedraceae Ephedra sinica Stapf herb-like shrub

zegs D703 Cyperaceae Scirpus triqueter L. perennial herb

Notes

“?”  is uncertain.

The scientific name is identified by the reference of plant names and Sarengerile.
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