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Global Overlaps Between Biological
and Cultural Diversity

Plant Diversity and Language Distribution Worldwide,
biological diversity
(represented by plant
diversity) and
cultural diversity
(represented by
language diversity)
strongly overlap.
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The languages of tribal cultures are often
the repositories of species i1dentifications
not yet known to world scyence .

Examples:

Oenpelli python, Morelia oenpellensis, called
nawaran in Kunwinjku: first admitted into
scientific classifications in 1977

Trigona species: typical Arnhem land
languages distinguish 6+ species of native bee
— entomologists have yet to give definitive
scientific identifications
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Information relevant to species

exploitation

st

Men from the village of Archi (Daghestan)
herding sheep into special underground
sheepfolds called ma ¢ i
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Seri people are the only culture in the world to harvest a grain from
the sea: they winnow eelgrass (Zostera marina L.) as a source of grain.



About ecological management.

Recent calculations indicate that a return to traditional Aboriginal burning practices
in northern Australia will be able to effect significant reductions in CO2 emissions

birliweldjenno
‘sprite/Mlame flash’

kun-kurra kah-bun
‘wind direction’ /
—_— /
birlidjenno
‘flame tongue'

man-dume
“lumbus”

back of fire’ ka-bikwayhme

‘raising of the flame'

buleno
'ash’

ka rraiknud(ung

, ‘consumption of cured
‘forward movement of flame grass fuel’

ka-birlidokme

Bininj Kunwok terms relating to the dynamics of ka-rung ka-wohdalknjihme

wurrk ‘landscape fire’. ‘patchwork burning’
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Source: Garde, Murray. 2009. The

language of fire: seasonality, resources
and landscape burning on the Arnhem
Land plateau. In Jeremy Russell-Smith

(ed.)
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