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DB EHMBEFLFE T, This symposium explores how sustainable
consumption can contribute to enhanced, equitable and resilient
well-being in low- and middle- income countries in Asia without this
development leading to massive ecological overshoot.
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A Commentary on Consumption - How Unsustainable Is the
Consumption Pattern of the Burgeoning Middle Class in India?
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Research on Sustainable Consumption and Production (SCP) has tended to focus on the unsustainable consumption patterns in the global North. In the global South, while
for large numbers of people insufficient consumption may be the most pressing problem, a high-consuming middle class is growing rapidly in many countries. Bringing
together SCP researchers and actors from Japan, Asia and beyond, this Symposium aims to lay the foundation for a nuanced framing of SCP that takes account of historical
developments in (post-) industrialized regions as well as the characteristics of developing societies. This event is also expected to contribute to the newly formed Future
Earth Knowledge-Action Network on Systems of Sustainable Consumption and Production (KAN-SSCP) by providing perspectives from Asia.
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Maurie Cohen is Professor of Sustainability Studies and Director of the Program in Science, Technology, and Society at the New

Jersey Institute of Technology. He is also Editor of Sustainability: Science, Practice, and Policy and co-founder and Executive Board
Member of the Sustainable Consumption Research and Action Initiative (SCORAI) and a core member of FE-SSCP-KAN.
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A Commentary on Consumption - How Unsustainable Is the Consumption Pattern of
the Burgeoning Middle Class in India?
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Chandra Bhushan is Deputy Director of the Centre for Science and Environment based in New Delhi, India, one of the leading
environmental think-tanks of the Global South. He is also the Consulting Editor of Down To Earth. Bhushan has served on
numerous government and non-government panels and committees and contributed in the formulation of policies and
programmes. He is a member of the Future Earth Engagement Committeee.
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Leapfrogging Development - its challenges and opportunities
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Approaches and Experiences from Japan
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: ) . ® and collaboration can transform the world toward sustainability. We o

RIHN Center, Research Institute for Humanity and Nature e harness the experience and reach of thousands of scientists and &
phone:075-707-2403  e-mail: Futurekarth@chikyu.ac.jp ¢ innovators across disciplines and sectors. e
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