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Everybody understands that human action is changing the environments in
which we live, but nobody seems to know what to do about it.

We understand that humanity may now alter the global environment in ways that
can fundamentally affect the environmental systems upon which we—and many
other species—depend. And we must acknowledge that this human change
occurs in environments that are also always changing themselves.

The idea of the "Anthropocene” represents one attempt to conceptualize the
intertwined character of human and natural agency, and its significance in the
world today. The Anthropocene is now being debated as the title of a newly
arrived geological epoch—the present time—in which humanity is recognized as
a force of geohistorical proportions.

Still, we might say that the Anthropocene arrives too late! It hardly represents
the first attempt to conceptualize humanity in nature.

This seminar explores the idea of the Anthropocene: where it comes from, how it
is used today by different research communities, how it might relate to other
Japanese and Western traditions of environmental thought, and how it might
help us to understand environmental change in the world today.
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Augustin Berque is a French geographer and philosopher, and professor at the Ecole des
Hautes Etudes en Sciences Sociales (EHESS, Paris). His specialization is in Japanese
conceptualizations of nature and nature-society interactions, and he has written and
translated extensively on this subject. He is currently a visiting fellow at RIHN.
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Heinz Gutscher has investigated the human dimensions of environmental change and
sustainability for over 40 years. He is professor emeritus of social psychology at the
University of Zurich, and Chair of the Forum for Climate and Global Change (ProClim) of the
Swiss Academy of Science, among numerous other posts. He is currently a visiting scholar
at RIHN.
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Tetsuzo Yasunari, a climatologist with longstanding research interest in climate science in
the Asia Monsoon region, is a member of the Scientific Committee of the Future Earth
research initiative on global environmental change. He is also Director-General of the
Research Institute for Humanity and Nature.

amﬁ— HERBTT . SRS RS MIREE S, 7 U P £V A— Y DR RSB AR, J1—F v—-
—ZRFEE,

Daniel Niles, a human-environmental geographer, is associate professor at RIHN. He is
interested in the potential territories of sustainable agriculture, and is a member of the
scientific committee of the FAQO'" s program on Globally Important Agricultural Heritage
Systems.
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Masahiro Terada is a historian interested in the relationship between history, which is the
matter of the subjectivity of humanity, and environment, which is normally regarded as the
matter of nature. He is a visiting associate professor of RIHN.
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