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Abstract

Toward establishing an international network

on Chinese environmental issues

Leader at RIHN-China KUBOTA, Jumpei

Based at the Research Institute for Humanity
and Nature (RIHN), the RIHN Initiative for Chinese
Environmental Issues (RIHN-China) conducts
interdisciplinary research projects on Chinese
environmental change, environmental preservation
and social development. RIHN-China is a part of
the “Contemporary Chinese Area Studies” program,
an international network created by the National
Institutes for the Humanities (NIHU, Japan) to
promote China-based area studies. In its first two years,
RIHN-China had two focal themes: water in the first

year and food in the second; they were the subject of
three international symposia and several published
manuscripts. In the coming years, RIHN-China intends
to strengthen the international academic network
examining Chinese environmental issues through
increased collaboration with those already involved in
the Contemporary Chinese Area Studies program, and
through increased exchange with related researchers
and institutions in China, the China-region and around
the world.
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Abstract

Introduction of the RIHN ecohealth project

RIHN MOIJI, Kazuhiko

A human population health profile can be seen
as an outcome of the human ecosystem with the human
population as a part of the system. The conservation
and construction of sound human ecosystems,
therefore, is essential to the sustainable survival and
health of human populations. This human ecological
approach to health and disease is the “ecohealth”

viewpoint, and the sharing of this view among human
beings worldwide is a fundamental key to the tackling
of local and global environmental issues. The RIHN
ecohealth project tries to accumulate valuable data,
focusing on the relation between infectious diseases
and environment, to support this view in tropical
monsoon Asia.
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Abstract

Introduction of the Xinjiang Archaeological Research Institute

Osaka University of Education ITO, Toshio

The Xinjiang Archaeological Research Institute
is located in the City of Urmqi, in the Xinjiang Uygur
Autonomous Region. The institute is a specialized
research organization that handles the study,
excavation, preservation, and research of all of the
cultural assets of this autonomous region. It has links
with the Xinjiang Uygur Autonomous Region Museum
and cultural administrative offices in other areas. In its

work related to the historical ruins and cultural assets
of the autonomous region, the institute has many
notable achievements which are also well known in
Japan. These include the excavation and study of the
“Loulan Beauty” mummy, the “Loulan Beautiful Girl”
mummy, the Xiaohe Graveyard, and the mural at a
Buddhist temple at Dandan-Oilik..
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Staff of Yunnan Health and Development Research Association (YHDRA)




(upper left) :
Professor Zhang, Director of [SSs
YHDRA (right) in field

(upper center) :
Interview with asbestos seller

(upper right) :
The use of asbestos roof in rural
communities, Yunnan

(lower left) : k
Health education for minority
women

(lower right) :
Health education for Zang people
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Abstract

Yunnan Health and Development Research Association (YHDRA)

and eco-health concept
RIHN CAI, Guoxi

Yunnan Health and Development Research Association
(YHDRA) is a non-governmental and non-profit organization
rooted in Yunnan Province of China. The overall goal of this
organization is to encourage integration of social and health

sciences, to raise public awareness and advance knowledge

in health & development in China, to improve health services
with an emphasis on the increasing understanding of the needs
of the disadvantaged communities and poor households in rural
China.
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Abstract

Environmentally sound development in rural China :

A report regarding the Li people of Hainan Island

Graduate School of Medicine, the University of Tokyo JIANG Hong-wei

In the past 30 years, the Li people’s indigenous
food production system has been transformed to the
market economy. Local government policies played
a key role in this process. These policies included the
intensification of rice cultivation, the introduction of
cash cropping, and the prohibition of slash-and-burn
agriculture to protect the forested areas. Increased rice

production did not only provide a part of the money
needed for investment in cash cropping, but also offset
the losses in food production posed by the prohibition
of slash-and-burn agriculture. This policy model may
play an important role in the improvement of villagers’
life and in the protection of the environment.
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Abstract

Present grassland cultures derived from nomadic civilizations :

“The 4th China Grassland Culture Forum” News Digest

College of Ethnology and Sociology, Inner Mongolia University NAMUJILIN, Bold

“The 4th China Grassland Culture Forum” was held
December 9-11, 2008, in Hohhot, the capital city of the
Inner Mongolia Autonomous Region. This forum covered
matters of grassland culture reevaluation, protection,
development and transmission. At the forum researchers
were concerned with social phenomena such as increased
loss of minority race culture and natural environment

deterioration due to present western region large-scale

development projects being undertaken by the State.
Through the forum, reevaluation and reutilization of nomadic
civilization-derived grassland cultures was proposed to the
government and general society. In the forum researchers
discussed Grassland Cultures from the perspective of

modernization.
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Abstract Imagining Eastern Asia

Director-General, RIHN  TACHIMOTO, Narifumi Maeda

This essay proposes the concept of “Eastern” rather than East or Southeast Asia, excluding China. In keeping with this new
delineation, it becomes necessary to: 1) acknowledge the ecological unity of the maritime world along the Asian green and blue
belts, 2) revive the proto-historical interaction along sea routes between the North and the South in terms of both racial mixtures
and trade routes, 3) incorporate, strategically, the recent political development of regional cooperation against the hegemony of
global powers, especially the United States and the European Union, and 4) methodologically reshuffle area studies in keeping with
a rethinking of the limitations of the nation-state.

Reference: N. M. Tachimoto, ‘Community and Identity in Eastern Maritime Asia,” in East Asian Review, vol. 10, pp.3-12. 2006.
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Abstract Turning Chinese history on its head

Kagoshima University, Faculty of Law, Economics and Humanities

TAKATSU, Takashi

The history of China is often described as a history of development. However this development was not always
advances into uncharted territories. It was mostly the migration and spreading out of people from a society of settled
agriculture into areas where people lived nomadically. From then bureaucracy in the form of the empire would take hold and
history would be described by the pen of the conqueror. The Chinese history of development is nothing less than a history of
plundering and assimilation.
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Notification

+ In April 2009 Jumpei Kubota (Associate Professor at the
Research Institute for Humanity and Nature) succeeded the
position as the leader of the RIHN Initiative for Chinese

Environmental Issues (RIHN-China) from Yuejun Zheng. Kohei
Matsunaga succeeded the position as the research fellow of
RIHN-China from Kanako Kodama.
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