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The Future of the RIHN Initiative for Chinese Environmental Issues
TACHIMOTO, Narifumi

After receiving high commendation for its achievements
during its first five-year term, the Contemporary Chinese Area
Studies Program has entered its second term. Area Studies,
which see nature, societies, and cultures of the area as a whole,
play a central role in providing its philosophical background

and fundamental knowledge on global environmental studies. In

order to address global environmental issues, research that can
inform a desirable future for the region is absolutely essential. I
expect RIHN will take the initiative to develop its research with
Chinese Area Studies Program and in the near future realize a

long term project based on regional issues pertinent to East Asia.
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1) # /D f%. Global Warming, Urbanization, and Urban
Subsurface Thermal Environment

DEKR, R, A, B22F, R, £, B
Borehole Temperature Measurement in Xi'an, China

3) Fig, EKK, WER, £IF, E¥E, wOm:
Simulation of the Air and Subsurface Temperature
Changes in Xi’an, China

4) F#E, ER, T, %5 #0M1: Construction
of the Urban Thermo-Environmental Monitoring
System of Xi’an Jiaotong University

5) #/DIE: Geothermal Energy Development in China
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The International Workshop on Subsurface Warming and Geothermal Energy

PAN, Cui

Xi’an Jiaotong University

A delegation from the Xi’an Jiaotong University (XJTU)
in China attended the International Workshop on Subsurface
Warming and Geothermal Energy held at RIHN on July 25-26,
2012. The delegation consisted of Professor Shaopeng Huang,
the Director of the Geothermal and Environmental Research
Laboratory of the XJTU, and three of his students Yongfei Ren,
Haibo Wang, and Xuezhi Wang. The Chinese team delivered
five presentations at the workshop.

This trip of Professor Huang’s team to Kyoto was a return
visit for the trip to Xi’an made by Professor Makoto Taniguchi
of RIHN, Professor Koichi Kitaoka of the Okayama University

of Science, and Mr. Hirotaka Arimoto of Geo-Research Institute

last year. The Japanese colleagues attended the Sino-Japanese
Workshop on Urban Subsurface Thermal Environment hosted by
the XJTU Geothermal and Environmental Research Laboratory
in September 27-30, 2011. Both workshops were jointly
supported by the Sumitomo Foundation, the RIHN Initiative for
Chinese Environmental Issues, and the XJTU Institute of Global
Environmental Change.

Please visit http://www.xjtu.edu.cn/ and http://igec.xjtu.e

du.cn/geothermal for more information about the Xi’an Jiaotong
University and its Geothermal and Environmental Research

Laboratory.
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“The Past, Present, and Future of China’s Environmental Issues”
- Japan-China International Workshop

FUKUSHI, Yuki
RIHN

The population census results of 2010 showed that International Workshop, “The Past, Present, and Future of
China’s urban population reached almost half of China’s total China’s Environmental Issues” in collaboration with the East
population. Today, urbanization in China is advancing on an China Normal University’s School of Social Development. The
unprecedentedly large scale. How has this advancement of issues that arose from discussions and study results reported in
unparalleled urbanization influenced the environment and the workshop suggested the need to reconsider the "publicness"
society? In order to address this question, the RIHN Initiative of rapid social development and urbanization.

for Chinese Environmental Issues held the Japan-China
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Notes on Water Resources Survey in Yun-Gui Area (I) Guizhou

Z0U, Yi

Fudan University

In late June 2012, an exploration team from the Center for
Historical Geography Research of Fudan University headed for
Anshun area in Guizhou province, and investigated the current
status of local water utilization and its history. Anshun’s terrain is
characterized by developed Karst land formation. The researchers

visited several ancient and modern water facilities, and found that

the local people living in the dam area built artificial channels on the
basis of natural rivers for irrigation; in the thickly forested mountain
area they utilized impermeable rock strata to skillfully build the
natural groundwater reservoirs; while in places where such natural
conditions were unavailable people were attempting to build an

artificial impermeable rock stratum to accumulate surface runoft.
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Analysis of Current State of Economic Development in Hainan Province Yinggeling

Nature Conservation Area and Community

LUO, Wen-xiong

Hainan Province Ethnic Museum

The Hainan Province Yinggeling Nature Conservation
Area is located on the south side of the Yinggeling mountain
range in the central-southern part of Hainan Island.

The Li and Miao peoples reside in the vicinity of this
nature conservation area. The author conducted research at 13
Li settlements (natural villages) and two Miao locations in this
area, through which the following four issues became clear in
relation to community land use. (1) Per capita arable land area

is decreasing as the population increases. (2) In some areas,

there are problems due to land-related rights being unclear. (3)
There are contradictions between the community economy and
its use of resources. Businesses are cultivating pulp in the nature
conservation areas and surrounding national forests, but their
workers are mostly from outside of Hainan Island and their
economic gains are not returned to the local community. (4)
There are contradictions between State land use and community
economy. Some examples showed that businesses are not giving

suitable compensation for the village land that they are leasing.
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China’s Low Birth Rate and Aging Population
- Based on the Population Censuses of 2000 and 2010 -

YAN, Shan-ping
Doshisya University

While the birth rate falls, the percentage of the elderly
is rapidly increasing in China. There is concern about rapid
economic growth slowing down along with the lack of social
vigor due to the decrease in the work force. However, estimates
based on the population census results show that the rate of

decrease in the working population is relatively low and that a

steady labor supply can be maintained to a certain extent for the
time being. The supply of labor can continue to increase and
negative impacts on the social economy due to the low birth rate
and aging population will be limited as reforms are promoted
on such schemes as the family registration system and one-child

policy.
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From Research to Action: Discussing the Environment & Health and Community Development

ZHANG, Yi-yun

Yunnan Health and Development Research Association

Communities are the stereo images that microscopically
reflect the social development features and reveal the root causes
of problems and their correlations. In 2009-2011, the Yunnan
Health and Development Research Association and the Research
Institute for Humanity and Nature of Japan jointly studied the
environmental and health changes of the minority communities
in southwest China, discussing a series of topics about the

environment and health in regard to community development.

Particularly, the discussions on the countermeasures led the
researchers to consider the importance of practice. In 2012,
the Chinese version of 4 Community Guide to Environmental
Health was officially published. The association, with the help
of marketing opportunities for this book, plans to firmly combine
the researches and practices of how to focus on and approach the

health at the community level.
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