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Issues on Sewage Treatment in China’s Farming Villages

TAKAHASHI, Goro
Aichi University

The current state of sewage in farming villages across the
whole of China is unclear. The sewage treatment ratio in cities exceeds
60-80%, but it can be surmised that the sewage treatment ratio in
farming villages may be as little as 10%. Sewage from production in
farming villages includes fertilizers, agricultural chemicals, animal

and human excrement manure, animal husbandry excreta, and

sewage from fish breeding, etc. Domestic sewage is caused by a lack
of processing plants for non-fecal wastewater and inadequate flush
toilets, etc. Measures to be taken in dealing with these issues can be
seen in the expansion of anaerobic biomass sedimentation basins, soil
filtration plants, and soil capillary tube filtration plants, etc. Securing of

finance is one of the challenges for the promotion of these measures.
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LI, Jinfeng participated the lectures on “Earth Environmental Sciences”
co-sponsored by Research Institute for Humanity and Nature (Japan), College of

Environmental Sciences and Engineering of Peking University (China), during Feb

19-20,2012.
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Origin, Experience and Innovation

LI, Jinfeng

Peking University

Seven experts from the Research Institute for Humanity
and Nature (RIHN) gave a series of lectures on “Global
Environmental Isuues” at Peking University, from February
19t to 20™, 2012. The experts began to analyse global

environmental issues with fundamental concepts and shared

their innovative research results from the perspectives of
multiple disciplines. The ideas of “ecological security tax” and
“ecological cities” are applicable to China. However, China’s
specific environmental problem — the “economic eucalyptus

forest” — still requires suitable solutions and continuous effort.
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A Report of the 2™ Lecture on Global Environmental Issues

MATSUNAGA, Kohei

Keio University

In order for Japan and China to jointly develop the next
generation of environmental researchers, the RIHN Initiative
for Chinese Environmental Issues first held courses on global
environmental issues at Chineses research and education
organizations in FY 2011. The second lecture in this series was
entitled “Environmental Issues in Globalized Asia” and was

held on February 19-20, 2012 at the College of Environmental

Sciences and Engineering, Peking University. This lecture
introduced environmental problems in Japan and other Asian
countries, looked at the current state of research into global
environmental issues, and explored courses of action towards
solution of global environment issues that cross over different

fields and national borders.
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£ 1 Peter H.Gleick. (2003). “Global Freshwater Resources: Soft-Path
Solutions for the 21st Century,” Science, vol.302:1524-1528.

H2: TOXEZIEMT %ICH 72 D Dajun Shen and Robert Speed,
"Water Rights Development in China," in Proceedings of 2012 International
Water Market Symposium, 2012:18-35 &1 L7z,
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A Report of 2012 International Water Market Symposium
ENDO, Takahiro

Osaka Prefecture University

Water is a resource of a wide variety of needs. When
water supply becomes insufficient, a water allocation problem
appears and it is obvious that we have to find proper ways
for sharing water among stakeholders/sectors. Water market
system is one of the solutions for this issue. This is a method

to determine the ultimate allocation of water through purchase

and sales of water between consumers. From 13 to 14 February,
2012, the “2012 International Water Market Symposium” was
held and sponsored by Shiga University. At this symposium
experiences of water markets from various countries in the
world were introduced. This report describes this symposium

with special emphasis on Chinese cases.
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A Cool Environmental History

IIJIMA, Wataru

Aoyama Gakuin University

The subject of this book series is the Ili District of
Central Eurasia, namely, regions enriched by the Ili River, which
flows into Lake Balkash from the Tian Shan Mountains, and its
branches. The upstream, eastern area currently belongs to the
Xinjiang-Uygur Autonomous region, while the downstream area
currently belongs to the Republic of Kazakhstan.

This book series is an approach to environmental history
of the Ili District that attempts to describe the political and social

changes in relation to the environment. The environment of the

Ili District, which is generally characterized as arid or semi-arid,
has changed under long-term climate variations. In other
words, the current environment is related to significant climatic
circumstances such as the warming and cooling of temperatures,
along with moistening and drying. One of the major factors of
this environmental change also includes the concept that humans
worked along with nature while facing competition for pasturage

based on transfer and agriculture based on settlements.
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Government, the Individual and Collectives in relation to Inland Waters and Fishermen
in China’s Taihu Lake Basin

—32M Seminar of the RIHN Initiative for Chinese Environmental Issues

OTA, Izuru

Hiroshima University

On July 6™, 2012, the author presented a report at
the Research Institute for Humanity and Nature entitled
“Government, the Individual and Collectives in relation to
Inland Waters and Fishermen in China'’s Taihu Lake Basin :
Analysis through Comparison with Fei Xiaotong's Research of
Kaixiangong Village”. Through inspection of the statements

found in Fei Xiaotong’s Peasant Life in China and exhaustive

use of recent Chinese literature archives, several major
hypotheses were presented in relation to the relationships of
rights concerning the inland waters of the Taihu Lake Basin.
While continuing with field work, the author would like to
make great efforts in order to rationally explain changes to
relationships of rights in China’s inland waters from past

centuries down to today.
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Environmental Changes of Lake Erhai in Dali, Yunnan, and Related Livelihood Choices among Bai

Ethnic Minority Fishing Families

ZHANG, Ju

Kunming Medical University
Yunnan University

Based on research combining ethnology and ecological
anthropology, and informed by theories of cultural change
and adaptation in relation to environmental change, this paper
examines environmental change in Lake Erhai in Dali, Yunnan

over the past thirty years. It examines how fishing families in an

ethnically Bai village have adapted their livelihoods in response
to these changes.The paper reveals the deep sociocultural factors
relating to environmental protection and argues that the creation
of sustainable livelihoods must be given as much consideration

as protection of the environment.
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