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Bhutan is one of the AsiaÛs smallest nations, landlocked 

between the extensive borders of the two great populous 

nations of China and IndiaÜIt has 470 kilometers long 

bordered by Tibet (ChinaÛs Xizang Autonomous Region) to 

the north and northwest and 605 kilometers with Indian state of 

Sikkim to the west, West Bengal to the southwest, Assam to the 

south and southwest, and Arunachal Pradesh to the east. Indian 

state of Sikkim, which measured eighty-eight-kilometer-wide 

territory, separates Bhutan from Nepal, while West Bengal 

separates Bhutan from Bangladesh by only sixty kilometers. 

The border with Tibet is traditional following the watershed of 

the Chumbi Valley in the northwest and the crest of the 

Himalayas in the north while, the southern border with India 

was established by treaty with British in the nineteenth century 

and basically follows line made the Himalayan foothills with 

the plains (RGOB, National Statistical Bureau, Statistical 

Yearbook of Bhutan 2009, p.v). 
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