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Members of the German National 
Committee on Global Change Research 

1. German National Committee on Global Change Research 

http://www.nkgcf.org 



3 1. German National Committee on Global Change Research 

Mandate of NKGCF 

- act as scientific advisory committee to national funding agencies (DFG, 
BMBF)  

- play a significant role in the process of identifying research priorities and 
in stimulating and coordinating German contributions to the four 
international Global Change research programmes 

-  improving the internationalisation of German Global Change research 
and promoting the integration of German contributions into the international 
programmes 

- act as advisory committee to the German representation to ICSU and the 
European Science Foundation (ESF) in the context of GEC research 
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Examples of interdisciplinary initiatives of NKGCF 

- Recommendation for national research funding options to 
"Ecosystem services and biodiversity 2020: ecological, social and 
economic development and conceptions to global change”. 

-  Roundtable discussions to “Geoengineering – the scientific 
knowledge” and “Regional climate modeling – uncertainties” and 
workshops. 

-  Statements to IPBES and IPCC (in cooperation with other 
German organisations). 

-  Convened Sessions: Planet under Pressure Conference, 26.-29. 
March 2012, London “Challenges of Integration” (jointly organised 
with ESSP and ISSC). 

-  Regularly published brochures about “Global Change Research in 
Germany”, stands to promote Global Change Research and national 
colloquia as discussion forum for the German research community. 

   

1. German National Committee on Global Change Research 



5 2. GC-related initiatives on a European level  

The European Alliance of Global Change 
research committees… 

…is a Europe-wide association of national 
committees of the four international global change 
programs. 

…provides a platform for an integrated approach 
to global change research linking the international 
GC research programs (WCRP, IGBP, IHDP, 
DIVERSITAS) and ESSP. 

…aims to promoting and supporting global 
change research on a European level (since future 
action of mitigation and adaptation on climate 
change will take place on this continental scale).  

http://www.euroalliance-globalchange.org 
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Member countries  
 accept the charter of the 
European Alliance 
 appoint one representative and 
one vice-representative 

(a bottom up approach of natural 
scientists, social scientists and 

economists)  
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National committees of IGBP, IHDP, 
WCRP and DIVERSITAS  
(36 committees in 24 potential 
European member countries) 
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Linkage by Alliance members and 
national funding bodies 

2. GC-related initiatives on a European level  



7 3. European Group in ICSU 

http://www.euro-icsu.org/ 
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Future Earth: Research for global sustainability 

…will need new structures on a national 

level and new processes for developing 

future research agendas.    

4. The new international research programme Future Earth 

…with integrative topics of 
societal relevance … Future 

Earth 

A new alliance… 



Integrated research works across scientific disciplines, across 
regions, and across societal groups.  

Academic 
Community 

(disciplinary + 
interdisciplinary) 

Academic 
Community, 

Stakeholders, and 
Civil Society 

(transdisciplinary) 

5. What is coming next: integrated research as a second pillar  

Traditional 
Research Process 

Integrated 
Research Process 
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5. What is coming next: co-design and co-production of knowledge 

Co-design and co-production of 
knowledge requires the 
involvement of researchers and 
stakeholders during the entire 
research process.  



11 5. What is coming next: new organisational structures on a national level  

Stakeholders 

Members of 
International 

“Future Earth” 
Projects 

German 
Academic 

Community 

Research 
Topics 

(Co-design) 

Research 
Questions 

(Co-
production) 

Coordination 

Executive Board 
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Practicing transdisciplinary science:  
•  Developing processes for a dialogue between science and practice  
•  Coordinating scientific disciplines, practice, and research funders  

Scientific quality control:  
•  Improving quality criteria for the evaluation of interdisciplinary research  
•  Developing evaluation criteria for transdisciplinary research  

New adapted structures for institutions:  
•  National Committees  
•  International Alliances  
•  „Future Earth“  

Tasks for the upcoming year(s)  

5. What is coming next: Tasks 


