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Abstract

The purpose of this study is to clarify land use change in a Yao (Mien) village at Northern Thailand
from year 1960 to 2004. The results are as follows.

® Judging from old topographic map, there was no Dense Forest around the Village in the 1960s. It
seemed that the villagers conducted slash and burn agriculture by cutting Open Forest in the 1960s. And the
villagers conducted slash and burn agriculture until early 1990s.

@ Thai government policies, prohibition of opium cultivation from the end of 1960s and
establishment of the boundary of villages in 1987 and demarcation of farmland and forestland in 1991,
influenced land use in the village. Especially, the demarcation of farmland and forestland by Forest Department
deprived many land tenure of villagers. So the villagers were compelled to conduct sedentary farming at the
limited farmland after this policy was enforced.

® People who clear forest customary can get land tenure in the village. The villagers have
considered land tenure as their property at least since 1970s. Land tenure can be inherited from their parents.
And the owner of land tenure can use land tenure as substitute for money. There is no place to make new
farmland in these days. So the villagers have only two alternatives to get new land tenure, buying it from others

or inheriting it from their parents.
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